
Cost to return
impounded 
vehicle may
exceed KD 200
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: If you have a disused vehicle
parked in a yard or any other public
space for a few months, you risk the
vehicle being impounded by the
Municipality. Depending on the time your
vehicle stays at the municipal garage, the
cost to get it back may exceed KD 200.
Inspectors regularly roam various areas,
and if they notice an abandoned vehicle,
they will mark it with a sticker warning
the owner to remove it. The owner is giv-
en 48 hours to do so and inspectors may
seize it if they check the place again and
the vehicle is still there. 

If an owner cannot find their vehicle,
they should check with the Municipality
office of the governorate where they stay
to find out which of the two municipal
garages it was transferred to - Mina
Abdullah or Naayem. If the owner cannot
find the vehicle at the municipal garage,
they should complain at the police sta-
tion, as it may be stolen. If the owner
finds the vehicle at the garage, they will
receive a letter of acknowledgment and
will have to pay a KD 100 fine, KD 30-
40 for the towing service depending on
the type of the vehicle and a KD 1 fee for
every day the vehicle is at the garage of
the Municipality.  

Some people don’t bother to get their
abandoned vehicles back, and simply
leave it at the municipal garage for
months or years. The impounded vehicle
should stay at the municipal garages for a
period of three months, then it will be sold
in an auction. According to Adel, a
Municipality employee who works at the
Naayem garage, most seized vehicles stay
there for many months or even years. 

The municipal garages have also been
targeted my thieves many times.
“Sometimes we catch the thieves and call
the police to arrest them, but some man-
age to escape. The number of security
guards is small as there are only four
working in each shift. Also, they are not
armed, as they are employees of a securi-
ty company,” Adel told Kuwait Times. 

The situation has improved recently
and the number of robberies has
dropped after a thief was arrested lately.
“I was slightly injured by the thief, who
rammed the gate of the garage to get in.
He was driving a vehicle stolen from the
other garage of the Municipality.
According to a police officer, the suspect
has a record of robberies and is a drug
addict,” he explained. 

“Many security guards have been
injured by thieves, and this is the reason
why they usually quit after a short period,
as this work is dangerous. The location of
the garage is a problem, as it’s far from
the city. So in case of emergency, it takes
a while for police patrols to reach us, and

by that time many thieves have escaped,”
added Adel.    

The catalytic system of the car is the
most attractive part the thieves look for.
“The catalytic system has expensive
materials like platinum. Most of the
thieves claim they export it to Iran as the
price of this element is much higher there
than in Kuwait. Some thieves steal the
entire vehicle, especially if it is working,”
he pointed out. 

Other types of vehicles are also
impounded and transferred to this
garage. “The Municipality sometimes
impounds mobile baqalas. This happens if
the baqala is not licensed or parked at
the wrong location. Also, if the mobile
baqala is price gouging and inspectors
from the ministry of commerce penalize
it, they transfer the case to the
Municipality and the baqala is impound-
ed,” noted Adel. 
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News in brief

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
announced on Monday the State of
Kuwait’s pledge of $20 million in aid for
Yemen. The announcement came as the
Kuwaiti top diplomat headed on his
country’s delegation in a virtual donor
conference to aid the humanitarian situa-
tion in Yemen. The conference parallels
with the humanitarian plan to support
Yemen 2021, hosted by the Swiss
Confederation and Sweden, in coopera-
tion with the United Nations, as the con-
ference aims to amass international
pledges worth $3.85 billion to alleviate
the human suffering of the Yemeni peo-
ple. Many countries announced their
pledges at this conference, such as Saudi
Arabia, which announced a pledge of
$430 million, the UAE with a pledge of
$230 million, Germany with EUR 200
million, and US with $191 million. The UK
also announced a pledge for GBP 87 mil-
lion, Canada with $69.9 million, and the
Swiss Confederation with $31 million, all
in support of the humanitarian situation
in Yemen.

Delicate situation
The Kuwaiti Foreign Minister made

his speech in the conference, saying:
“Ignazio Cassis, Vice President and Head
of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs of the Swiss Confederation, Ann
Linde, Swedish Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Antonio Guterres, Secretary-

General of the United Nations, your
highnesses, I would like to thank you for
the invitation to participate in the meet-
ing to discuss the crisis in Yemen, in this
very delicate situation, and in line with
the humanitarian response plan for 2021,
and I also wish to thank the government
of Saudi Arabia for its successful hosting
of the previous conference in June 2020.

“The United Nations was very suffi-
cient in describing the situation in Yemen
when it described it as the worst human-
itarian crisis in the world, as the out-
break of the coronavirus pandemic made
it worse and added new challenges such
as food shortages, the spread of diseases
and the deliberate obstruction of human-
itarian aid, in addition to high levels of
violence, new waves of asylum and dis-
placement in light of modest health and
economic structures.

“In the past years, we have witnessed
a concerted international effort through
active participation in donor conferences,
in line with the increasing urgency of
humanitarian needs of the brotherly
Yemeni people, as the crisis continues for
its seventh year. These efforts confirm the
collective international responsibility to
support the humanitarian plan.

“Kuwait was a part of those efforts
through its continuous support to Yemen
in the humanitarian and developmental
fields, as the total of the amount of dona-
tions made by Kuwait reached more than
$1.559 billion, of which $850 million

were spent in the humanitarian field
since 2015. In accordance to the direc-
tions of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
and in response to the urgent humanitar-
ian needs of the brotherly Yemeni peo-
ple, Kuwait provides a two-year support
of $20 million, from the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development.

“It should be noted that the GCC had
made a lot of efforts in preparing an
international conference for the recon-
struction of Yemen and setting up a
practical program to rehabilitate the
Yemeni economy and facilitate its inte-
gration with the Gulf economy, especial-
ly after the Yemeni parties reach the
desired political solution, wishing your
conference good luck and success.”

Latest developments
Sheikh Dr Ahmad had earlier received

the visiting US Special Envoy to Yemen
Timothy Lenderking. The envoy provid-
ed an explanation on the latest develop-
ments of the Yemeni crisis, praising
Kuwait contributions on the political and
humanitarian levels to restore security
and safety in Yemen. For his part, Foreign
Minister reaffirmed Kuwait’s firm posi-
tion towards providing all aspects of
support to Yemen and its people, and
making all efforts to restore security and
stability to its territory. He emphasized
Kuwait’s keenness to stabilize the politi-
cal and security conditions at the

Republic of Yemen and reach a political
solution in accordance with the three
references, the Gulf Initiative and its
implementation mechanism, the out-
comes of the comprehensive national
dialogue, and Security Council
Resolution 2216.

He also stressed on the importance
of the role of the US and its endeavors
to end the Yemeni crisis and its humani-
tarian and development assistance to
Yemeni people, affirming Kuwait’s sup-
port to all efforts undertaken by the

Special Envoy in this regard. Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Sabah also urged the envoy
to continue pressure on Houthi militias
to stop the attacks that target the sub-
urbs and civilian facilities, as Kuwait
condemned those continuous attacks on
the territory of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, which are a direct threat to the
Gulf and Arab national security. The
meeting was also attended by, Foreign
Ministry Senior officials and US
Ambassador to Kuwait Alina
Romanowski. —KUNA

Foreign Minister receives calls

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah yes-
terday discussed over a phone call with the
Omani Foreign Minister Bader bin Hamad Al-
Busaidi the bilateral ties between the two coun-
tries, in addition to the recent global and
regional developments. Sheikh Dr Ahmad also
received a phone call from his Indian counter-
part Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, dealing with
the historic and close relations between the two
countries and mean of elevating these ties. The
two sides also discussed various regional and
international issues. — KUNA

Stranded teachers

KUWAIT: Education ministry assistant
undersecretary for public education Usama
Al-Sultan asked directors of education zones
and religious education to list the names of
teachers who are not reporting to work in the
second semester, especially newly-stranded
teachers who could not return. Sultan said in a
general circular that “due to the start of
employees’ work for the second school semes-
ter in various stages, please ask all work cen-
ters to list the names of non-Kuwaiti employ-
ees who did not report to work in the second
semester, but who were at work during the
first semester of the current school year
2020/2021. The list must include the name,
civil ID number, specialty, place of work,
nationality, education and reason for absence.”
Sultan said concerned authorities should be
informed to stop payment of salaries in case
the legal absence period is reached as men-
tioned in law number 41/2006. — Al-Qabas

Oil gains two cents 

KUWAIT: Kuwait oil edged two cents higher
during Monday’s trading to reach $64.86 per
barrel (pb) against $64.84 pb last Friday,
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yes-
terday. Brent however dropped 73 cents to
$63.69 pb and West Texas Intermediate lost 86
cents to $60.64 pb. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets US
Special Envoy to Yemen Timothy Lenderking. — KUNA

KUWAIT: One of the municipality’s impoundment garages.
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