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 we’re going to finish with this virus by 

the end of the year,” Ryan told journalists. 
“But I think what we can finish with, if we’re 
smart, is the hospitalizations, the deaths and 
the tragedy associated with this pandemic.” 

Ryan said vaccinating frontline healthcare 
workers and those most vulnerable to severe 
disease would “take the fear... out of the 
pandemic”. But he added that recent 
progress could not be taken for granted and 
“right now the virus is very much in control”. 

WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said new case numbers rose 
last week in Europe, the Americas, southeast 
Asia and the eastern Mediterranean. “This is 
disappointing, but not surprising,” he said. 
“Some of it appears to be due to relaxing of 
public health measures, continued circula-
tion of variants, and people letting down 
their guard. “Vaccines will help to save lives, 
but if countries rely solely on vaccines, 
they’re making a mistake. Basic public 
health measures remain the foundation of 
the response.” 

Maria Van Kerkhove, the WHO’s 
COVID-19 technical lead, added: “If the 
last week tells us anything, it’s that this 
virus will rebound if we let it - and we can-
not let it.” Tedros wants COVID-19 vacci-

nation under way in every country within 
the first 100 days of 2021 - meaning there 
are 40 days left  to go. He welcomed 
Monday’s first injections of doses delivered 
through the global Covax vaccine-sharing 
facility, which were administered in Ghana 
and the Ivory Coast. 

“It’s encouraging to see health workers in 
lower-income countries starting to be vac-
cinated, but it’s regrettable that this comes 
almost three months after some of the 
wealthiest countries started their vaccina-
tion campaigns,” he said. “And it’s regret-
table that some countries continue to priori-
tize vaccinating younger, healthier adults at 
lower risk of disease in their own popula-
tions ahead of health workers and older 
people elsewhere,” he said, without naming 
them. 

A further 11 million vaccine doses will be 
delivered to countries this week through the 
Covax program, with 237 million doses to 
be allocated to 142 participating economies 
between now and the end of May. The final 
allocation breakdown for the first wave of 
Covax doses is to be released today. 

As for the notion of COVID-19 vaccine 
passports proving travellers have been 
immunized, Ryan said that in the absence 
of universal access to the jabs, “there are 
serious human rights and ethical issues 
regarding the application of restrictions on 
travel on that basis”. However, as doses 
become more widespread, “clearly there 
will need to be considerations around how 
public health measures... can be adapted”, 
he added.  —  Agencies 
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Amir, Crown Prince receive 
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace 
yesterday His Highness Sheikh Nasser Mohammad 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince 

Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also 
received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Mohammad 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah yesterday at Bayan Palace. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yester-
day a cable of condolences to Saudi King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on the death of Prince 
Fahad bin Mohammad Al Saud. His Highness the 

Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent 
similar cables. — KUNA

Sheikh Nawaf mourns late Saudi Prince Fahad bin Mohammad Al Saud

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah dis-
cussed yesterday with a number of ambassadors to 
the country bilateral cooperation between Kuwait 

and the brotherly and friendly countries. In a press 
release, the Kuwaiti Army General Staff said that 
Sheikh Hamad held talks with the Ambassador of 
Iraq Al-Manhal Al-Safi, the Ambassador of Senegal 

and the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Abdulahad 
Mbaki, the Ambassador of Spain Miguel Aguilar 
and the Ambassador of Japan Masato Takaoka. The 
statement added that ways to enhance cooperation 

and joint action between Kuwait and brotherly and 
friendly countries were discussed, in addition to 
discussing the latest regional and global develop-
ments. — KUNA 

Defense Minister meets ambassadors

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets 
Ambassador of Iraq Al-Manhal Al-Safi. — Defense Ministry photos

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets 
Ambassador of Senegal and the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Abdulahad Mbaki.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets 
Ambassador of Spain Miguel Aguilar.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets 
Ambassador of Japan Masato Takaoka.

Kuwait records 
highest-ever...
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In the new Cabinet, the ministry of higher education 

was separated from the education ministry and added 
to the oil portfolio, while a new portfolio - ministry of 
state for communications and information technology 
was added to the minister of public works. The new 
Cabinet will be sworn in by HH the Amir today and will 
take the oath at  the National  Assembly when i t 
resumes regular sessions after March 18, when a one-
month temporary suspension ordered by HH the Amir 
will end. 

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said 
the next stage requires unity of efforts to focus on 
combating administrative and financial corruption and 
its apparatuses. Addressing HH the Amir, he expressed 
gratitude for his precious confidence in tasking him 
with heading the Council of Ministers and working out 
the new Cabinet lineup.  

The premier said he deeply appreciated the task 
accorded to him, amid “this phase marked with chal-
lenges, risks and rapid events that require serious and 
fruitful action to make more accomplishments in vari-
ous realms for sake of attaining the Kuwaiti people’s 
aspirations”. HH the Prime Minister pledged to HH the 
Amir and the people of Kuwait to spare no effort to 
work out, in coordination with the parliament, purpose-
ful plans that may address societal problems and issues 
and in translation of “Your Highness’ aspirations”. 

Under the chairmanship of HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the 
Amiri decree of the government lineup is as following: 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah was appointed 
as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense; 
Abdullah Youssef Abdurrahman Al-Roumi as Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and Minister of 
State for Nazaha; Issa Ahmad Mohammad Hassan Al-
Kandari as Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs; 
Mohammad Abdullatif Al-Fares as Minister of Oil and 
Minister of Higher Education; Sheikh Basel Humoud 
Al-Sabah as Minister of Health and Sheikh Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah as Foreign Minister 
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs.  

The Amiri decree also included Rana Abdullah Al-
Fares as Minister of Public Works and Minister of 
State for Communication and Information Technology 
Affairs; Mubarak Salem Al-Harees as Minister of State 
for National Assembly Affairs; Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-
Salem Al-Sabah as Minister of  Interior ;  Khal i fa 
Musaed Hamada as Minister of Finance and Minister 
of  State  for  Economic and Investment  Affa i rs ; 
Abdurrahman Baddah Al-Mutair i  as  Minister  of 
Information and Culture and Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs and Ali Fahad Al-Mudhaf as Minister of 
Education.  

In addition, Shaya Abdurrahman Ahmad Al-Shaya 
was named as Minister of State for Municipality 
Affairs and Minister of State for Housing Affairs and 
Urban Development; Abdullah Issa Al-Salman as 
Minister of Commerce and Industry and Mashaan 
Mohammad Mashaan Al-Otaib i  as  Minister  of 
Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy and Minister 
of Social Affairs and Societal Development.  

New Cabinet formed 
with 4 new faces...


