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New Cabinet formed with 4 
new faces, new ministries

Premier thanks Amir, says next stage requires unity of efforts

HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 

Sheikh Hamad Al-Sabah  
Dep PM, Defense 

Mubarak Al-Harees  
Assembly Affairs

Sheikh Thamer Al-Sabah  
Interior 

Khalifa Hamada 
Finance, Investment

Abdurrahman Al-Mutairi  
Information, Youth 

Ali Al-Mudhaf  
Education

Shaya Al-Shaya  
Municipality, Housing 

Abdullah Al-Salman  
Commerce & Industry 

Mashaan Al-Otaibi  
Electricity, Social Affairs

Abdullah Al-Roumi  
Dep PM, Justice, Nazaha

Issa Al-Kandari  
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 

Mohammad Al-Fares  
Oil, Higher Education 

Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah  
Health 

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah  
Foreign, Cabinet Affairs 

Rana Al-Fares  
Public Works, Comm & IT

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah yesterday issued an Amiri decree to 
announce the lineup of the new Cabinet, which 
retained 11 ministers and included four new faces. 
The new 16-member Cabinet is the third to be head-
ed by HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and comes almost two 

months after the resignation of the previous govern-
ment, which remained in office for less than a month. 

The key posts of defense, interior, foreign affairs, 
health, oil and finance are retained in the Cabinet, 
which saw the departure of veteran minister Anas 
Al-Saleh, who had come under fire from the opposi-
tion-dominated National Assembly. The other three 
ministers who were dropped are justice minister 
Nawaf Al-Yassin, minister of commerce and indus-

try Faisal Al-Medlej and minister of state for hous-
ing affairs Abdullah Marafi, all of whom were new 
faces in the previous Cabinet and served for less 
than a month. 

The only surprise in the new lineup is the inclu-
sion of veteran lawmaker Abdullah Al-Roumi, a for-
mer opposition politician, as Minister of Justice and 
State Minister for Promoting Integrity (Nazaha). 
The prime minister also included former opposition 

lawmaker Shaya Al-Shaya, who was elected to the 
Feb 2012 National Assembly which was scrapped by 
the constitutional court. The other two new Cabinet 
members are Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Abdullah Al-Salman, a professor of economics, and 
Minister of Electricity, Water and Renewable 
Energy Mashaan Al-Otaibi, who served for several 
years as an undersecretary at the ministry. 
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By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Opposition lawmaker Abdulkarim Al-
Kandari yesterday criticized the interior ministry for 
reportedly extending a grace period granted to 
expats living illegally in the country. The ministry 
has not yet announced the extension, although the 

grace period - which has already been extended 
twice since it began on Dec 1, 2020 - expired yes-
terday. 

The amnesty allows expats living illegally to 
either legalize their stay by paying the necessary 
fines or leave the country, also after paying the 
fines. Kandari claimed on Twitter that the ministry 
continues to extend the amnesty period and 
exempts illegals from paying fines, which amounts 
to “squandering public funds” instead of deporting 
them to their home countries. 

He said the government has again proved its 
inability to apply the law, and instead of imposing 
security measures on areas densely populated with 
expats, it encourages them to stay in the country 

without work and valid residency. Also yesterday, 
Ahmad Al-Azemi submitted a proposal to increase 
monthly assistance for Kuwaiti university students 
from KD 200 to KD 300. 

The interior ministry yesterday said around 2.5 
million residency-related transactions have been 
completed online since the introduction of the serv-
ice in May last year. They include 639,000 transac-
tions for the private sector and 628,600 transac-
tions for article 14 or temporary residency, in addi-
tion to legalizing the stay of 547,000 expats, 
according to a statement by the ministry. The trans-
actions also included 343,600 for dependents, 
166,700 for domestic helpers and 24,500 for expats 
in government jobs.

MP slams MoI for  
‘extending’ amnesty  
for illegal expats

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday recorded its highest-
ever 1,341 new coronavirus cases in the past 24 hours, 
raising the caseload of infections to 193,372, in addi-
tion to seven new deaths, taking the death toll to 1,092. 
The health ministry’s official spokesperson Dr 
Abdullah Al-Sanad said in his regular daily press 
briefing that 160 patients are under treatment in inten-
sive care units, with those undergoing treatment 
amounting to 11,161.  

Sanad said 8,586 swab tests were conducted over 
the past 24 hours, raising total examinations to 
1,800,627, adding that the proportion of tests to infec-
tions reached 15.6 percent in the same period. He said 
the number of recoveries rose by 964 over the past 24 
hours, taking total recoveries to 181,119. The recoveries 

were verified after conducting medical tests and 
adhering to standard steps in such conditions. The 
proportion of recovery cases to overall infections 
amounts to 93.7 percent.  

The World Health Organization warned Monday it 
is unrealistic to think the world will be done with the 
COVID-19 pandemic by the end of the year. WHO 
emergencies director Michael Ryan said it might how-
ever be possible to take the tragedy out of the coron-
avirus crisis by reducing hospitalizations and deaths. 

But the virus remains in control, he added, especial-
ly given that global new case numbers increased last 
week after six consecutive weeks of decline. “It will be 
very premature, and I think unrealistic, to think that 
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Kuwait records highest-ever  
1,341 COVID cases, 7 deaths 

News in brief
Isra holiday on March 11 
 
KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission yes-
terday announced all government and public 
departments and institutions will close on 
Thursday, March 11 to mark the Isra and Miraj 
holiday. Regular work will resume on Sunday, 
March 14. — KUNA 

PACI transactions online  
 
KUWAIT: The 
Public Authority for 
Civil Information 
(PACI) yesterday said 
that it will not receive 
any transactions that 
can be completed 
through online serv-
ices provided on its website www.paci.gov.kw. 
Timings for receiving people with appointments 
are between 9:00 am to 1:00 pm for Kuwaitis and 
from 2:00-5:30 pm for residents, and 9:00 am to 
1:00 pm at the Jahra branch. — KUNA 

Philippines fires diplomat  
 
MANILA: The Philippines has sacked its former 
ambassador to Brazil, after she was caught on 
camera attacking a domestic worker at her official 
residence in Brasilia. Marichu Mauro was recalled 
to Manila last year after Brazil’s GloboNews 
broadcast security camera footage filmed over 
eight months showing her repeatedly assaulting a 
member of her household staff. — AFP 

WHO: World won’t defeat virus in 2021 


