
LOS ANGELES: LeBron James scored 19 points and
had plenty of time to sit back and enjoy the Los
Angeles Lakers’ 117-91 NBA victory over the Golden
State Warriors on Sunday. James, playing in his
1,300th regular-season game, added six rebounds,
four assists, two steals and two blocked shots in just 24
minutes on court.

He sat out all of the fourth quarter along with the
rest of the starters from both teams as the Lakers
closed out what had become a tough February with a
dominant victory despite the continuing absence of
star forward Anthony Davis.

The NBA champions, who lost five of their first six
with Anthony sidelined, have now won two straight.
“When you lose a mega-piece like AD, it’s going to
take some time both offensively and defensively,”
James said of the adjustments required. James said the
Lakers were becoming more comfortable in the roles
they’ve had to adopt with Davis sidelined, an absence
that Lakers coach Frank Vogel said called on them to
develop a “little bit of a new identity.”

Six Lakers scored in double figures as they
avenged a narrow loss to the Warriors in January.
James capped an overwhelming first half with a pull-
up three-pointer that put the Lakers up 73-44. Eric
Paschall led the Warriors with 18 points off the bench
as star Stephen Curry was limited to 16. The end of the
Warriors’ three-game winning streak was made more
painful with departure of Draymond Green with a
sprained left ankle in the second quarter. The Lakers’
win wasn’t even the most lopsided of the night. That
belonged to the Memphis Grizzlies, who trounced the
slumping Houston Rockets 133-84.

However, there was plenty of drama in Boston,
where forward Jayson Tatum drove for two baskets in
the final 15 seconds to lead the Celtics to a 111-110
come-from-behind victory over the Washington

Wizards. Tatum scored 31 points and the Celtics with-
stood a 46-point performance from Washington’s
Bradley Beal to complete their first back-to-back wins
since January.

The Celtics trailed by five with 46.9 seconds
remaining. Tatum cut the deficit with a driving finger-
roll layup and with 4.7 seconds left spun and drove
through traffic for the go-ahead basket. “Jayson’s will
really shone through,” Celtics coach Brad Stevens said.
“It’s been a tough stretch for (Tatum), but this matters
to him, he wants to win, and he made big plays.”

It came down to the wire in Sacramento, where the
Charlotte Hornets trailed by nine with 2:19 remaining
but battled back to beat the Kings 127-126. PJ
Washington scored 42 points for the Hornets but it
was Malik Monk who drove for the game-tying layup
with 1.4 seconds to play, drawing a foul and making
the free throw to snatch the victory.

Bucks rally late
In Milwaukee, Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 17 of

the Bucks’ last 22 points in a 105-100 victory over the
Los Angeles Clippers. Down by seven early in the
fourth quarter, the Bucks took a 101-100 lead on two
Antetokounmpo free throws with 1:57 remaining.

With 10.3 seconds remaining, Khris Middleton
found Antetokounmpo for a one-handed slam that
made it 103-100 and after Kawhi Leonard’s potential
game-tying three-pointer bounced off the front of
the rim Middleton grabbed the rebound and made
two free throws to seal the win. The Clippers went
scoreless over the last four minutes, with Leonard
and Paul George both coming up empty on multiple
possessions.

Two-time reigning NBA Most Valuable Player
Antetokounmpo finished with 36 points — his fourth
straight game of 36 or more. “I was just trying to be

aggressive and I knew it was going to work out,”
Antetokounmpo said. “(I) tried to find my teammates,
just go downhill and create opportunities so my team-
mates can have an open shot or I can go all the way to
the rim or make something for myself.”

He added 14 rebounds and five assists and
Middleton scored 19 points with eight assists for a
Bucks team that welcomed back point guard Jrue
Holiday after a 10-game absence because of NBA
coronavirus protocols.

Game called off
The NBA has postponed Sunday’s clash between

the Chicago Bulls and Toronto Raptors in Florida after
the Raptors were unable to raise a team due to

COVID-19, the league said. A statement said the game
at the Amalie Arena in Tampa had been shelved
“because of positive test results and ongoing contact
tracing within the Raptors.”

“The team will not have the league-required eight
available players to proceed with the scheduled game
against the Bulls,” the league said. Toronto are playing
their home games in Florida this season because of
restrictions affecting travel between the United States
and Canada. On Friday, six members of the Raptors
coaching staff including head coach Nick Nurse were
absent from Toronto’s win over the Houston Rockets in
Tampa because COVID-19 health and safety proto-
cols. Toronto forward Pascal Siakam also sat out the
game due to the same protocols. — AFP
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Beat Feuz of Switzerland competes during the Hahnenkamm Rennen in Kitzb¸hel, Austria. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Lakers blow out Warriors, Giannis
propels Bucks over Clippers

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles Lakers drives to the basket during the game against the Golden
State Warriors on Sunday at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. —AFP

Chicago, Toronto game called off after COVID alert

Djokovic ties
Federer record
PARIS: Novak Djokovic matched Roger Federer’s all-
time record for the most weeks as ATP world number
one yesterday, holding the top spot for the 310th
week. Djokovic’s ninth Australian Open title last month
ensured the 18-time Grand Slam champion will sur-
pass Federer’s record next week. The Serb reclaimed
the top ranking from Rafael Nadal in February 2020
and finished as year-end number one for the sixth
time, tying the mark set by Pete Sampras. This is
Djokovic’s fifth different stint atop the rankings. He
spent 122 consecutive weeks as number one between
July 2014 and November 2016. That record is current-
ly held by Federer (237). The only change in the top 20
yesterday saw David Goffin, who won his first title in
over three years at Montpellier on Sunday, rise one
spot to 14th at the expense of Milos Raonic. — AFP 

USA basketball
start bid vs France
TOKYO: Olympic men’s basketball champions the
United States will play France in their Tokyo Games
opener on July 25 — three days after the end of the
NBA Finals — organizers said yesterday. The mighty
US, aiming to win their fourth straight gold and 16th
in total, will face the French at Saitama Stadium,
north of the Japanese capital, on the first day of the
basketball competition. They will then play Iran on
July 28 and a yet-to-be-determined qualifier at the
same venue on July 31. The NBA Finals are scheduled
to conclude on July 22. Greece, China, Canada,
Uruguay, the Czech Republic and Turkey will play a
qualifying event in Canada in late June to determine
the final team in the group. Australia and Nigeria will
also face off on the opening day, before host nation
Japan begin their campaign against Spain, bronze
medalists at Rio 2016, a day later. —AFP

Blackhawks’
Kane scores
400th NHL goal
LOS ANGELES: Chicago forward Patrick Kane
scored his 400th NHL goal Sunday in the
Blackhawks’ 7-2 rout of the Detroit Red Wings,
becoming the 100th player to reach the milestone.
Kane has scored 11 goals in 23 games this season and
is the eighth active NHL player to reach 400.

He’s just the ninth US player to do it and the fourth

Blackhawks player after Bobby Hull, Stan Mikita and
Steve Larmer — all Canadians. “I think it leaves you
wanting more,” Kane said of the milestone, which
came in the Blackhawks’ five-goal third period.

On a 2-on-1 rush with Alex DeBrincat, Kane kept
the puck himself, toe-dragging around a sprawling
defender and putting a shot past Thomas Greiss’s
blocker for his milestone tally. “I picked it up at the
red line and decided I was going to shoot,” Kane told
NBC Sports Network.

Kane, 32, said he’s feeling “pretty good” about his
game. “I’m just trying to keep getting better,” he said.
“When I look back on it, my childhood was pretty
much playing hockey all the time. It’s just what I love
to do, it’s still what I love to do.” — AFP

Woods ‘touched’ by
show of support
from fellow golfers
LOS ANGELES: Tiger Woods, recovering in
hospital after surgery for serious leg injuries
received in a solo car smash, tweeted thanks
Sunday for a show of support from fellow pro
golfers. “It is hard to explain how touching today
was when I turned on the tv and saw all the red
shirts,” the 15-time major champion said in a
tweet. “To every golfer and every fan, you are
truly helping me get through this tough time.”

A host of golfers at the World Golf
Championships Workday Championship in
Bradenton, Florida — and quite a few at the
LPGA Tour event in Orlando, as well — took the
course for their final rounds wearing Woods’s sig-
nature Sunday colors of red and black. The PGA
Tour tweeted a picture of the maintenance staff at
its Puerto Rico Open on Sunday all turned out in
red and black.

Former world number one Rory McIlroy,
Tommy Fleetwood and Tony Finau at the WGC
and Phil Mickelson at a PGA Tour Champions
event were some of the players who turned out
wearing Woods’s iconic color combo. “I guess for
us it’s just a gesture to let him know that we’re
thinking about him and we’re rooting for him,”
McIlroy said. “Obviously things are looking a little
better today than they were on Tuesday, but he’s
still got aways to go. “He’s got a huge recovery

ahead of him. But I think (it’s) just for everyone to
show their appreciation for what he means to us
out here. If there was no Tiger Woods, I just think
the tour and the game of golf in general would be
in a worse place. He’s meant a lot to us, he still
does mean a lot to us and I think that was just a
little way to show that.”

Coll in Morikawa l i fted the trophy at
Concession Golf Club in Bradenton, becoming
joining Woods as the only players to win both a
major title and a WGC crown before turning 25.
“Tiger means everything to me,” Morikawa said.
“Yes, he had the crash and thankfully he’s okay
and will make a quick recovery. But I don’t think
we say thank you enough, so I want to say thank
you to Tiger.”

Woods, 45, underwent hours of emergency
surgery to repair what doctors called “significant
orthopedic injuries” to his lower right leg and
ankle on Tuesday after his early morning crash on
a steep, winding road in suburban Los Angeles.
He was transferred to Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center in Los Angeles for further treatment and
recovery on Wednesday night and on Friday was
reported in a statement posted on Twitter to be in
good spirits after follow-up treatment for his
injuries.

Woods faces a lengthy recovery from his
injuries, which include open fractures affecting
both the upper and lower portions of his lower
right leg, along with injuries to the bones of the
foot and ankle. Woods was already recovering
from his fifth back surgery — and hoping he
would be able to prepare for a run at the Masters
in April — when the crash occurred. — AFP

CHICAGO: Patrick Kane #88 of the Chicago Blackhawks readies to shoot against Filip Hronek #17 of the Detroit Red
Wings to score the 400th goal of his career in the third period at the United Center on Sunday in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP 


