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PORT SUDAN: A US warship docked in Sudan
yesterday a day after a Russian frigate arrived in
the same key Red Sea port where Moscow is plan-
ning to establish a naval logistics base, an AFP cor-
respondent said. The arrival of the guided-missile
destroyer USS Winston S Churchill to Port Sudan
follows Washington’s delisting of Khartoum as state
sponsors of terrorism, following the April 2019
ouster of strongman Omar Al-Bashir.

An expeditionary fast transport ship, the USNS
Carson City, had already docked in the port on
February 24, the “first US navy ship to visit Sudan in
decades”, the US embassy in Khartoum said in a
statement at the time. It “highlights the willingness”
of the US military to “strengthen their renewed
partnership” with Sudan’s armed forces, it added.

The arrival of the USS Churchill was “the second
(US) ship to stop in Sudan this week,” said US
Charge d’Affaires Brian Shukan. Its arrival, “sheds
light on US support for a democratic transition in
Sudan,” Shukan added, in a message on Twitter.

The USS Churchill docked shortly after Russia’s
Admiral Grigorovich frigate arrived in Port Sudan,
where the Russian navy said “a logistical support
base” would be created. The Admiral Grigorovich
frigate would refuel and its crew rest after exercises
in the Indian Ocean off Pakistan, the navy added.

‘Peace and stability’ 
Sudan’s military said the Admiral Grigorovich’s

visit was “part of advancing diplomatic relations”
between the two countries, according to a state-

ment late Sunday. In December, Russia announced
signing a 25-year agreement to build a naval base in
Port Sudan, part of Moscow’s latest push into Africa
as it seeks to renew its geopolitical clout. The pur-
pose of the base will be to “uphold peace and sta-
bility in the region”, according to the deal. 

Russia’s navy will be allowed to keep up to four
ships at a time at the base including nuclear-pow-
ered vessels. The base will be manned by up to 300
military and civilian personnel.

Russia will have the right to transport via Sudan’s
airports and ports “weapons, ammunition and
equipment” needed for the naval base to function.
The Red Sea naval base will be Russia’s first in
Africa and only its second on foreign soil, after
Tartous in Syria.

The US has its only permanent base in Africa in
the port of Djibouti, 1,000 kilometers (625 miles)
to the south, which overlooks the narrow strait
between the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden a
chokepoint for world shipping. After Bashir was
toppled, Sudan is led by an civilian-majority
administration which has been seeking reintegra-
tion in the international community and to ending
decades of pariah status.

In December, Washington removed Khartoum
from its blacklist as part of a deal for Sudan to
agree to normalize ties with Israel. The move is
hoped to help fix Sudan’s beleaguered economy
suffering from decades of US sanctions, misman-
agement and civil war, as well as by the secession of
oil-rich South Sudan in 2011. —AFP

US, Russia warships dock in Sudan port
US military seen ‘renewing partnership’ with Sudan armed forces

This combination of pictures created and taken yesterday shows (left to right) the Russian Navy frigate RFS Admiral Grigorovich (494) and the US Navy guided-missile destroyer USS Winston S Churchill (DDG 81), both
anchoring in Port Sudan. — AFP

Riots break out
in Algeria after 
activist jailed
ALGIERS: Unrest broke out late Sunday in
a southern Algerian town after a blogger and
activist was handed a seven-year jail sen-
tence for condoning acts of terrorism, a news
website reported.

El Watan said protesters burnt tyres and
blocked several roads in Ouargla, after a
court in the town convicted Ameur
Guerrache. In a video posted on social
media, protesters were seen hurling stones at
police as tear gas filled the air. Guerrache’s
mother appealed to President Abdelmadjid
Tebboune to release her 31-year-old son, in
another video.

According to Algeria’s prisoners’ support
group CLND, the activist was found guilty of
condoning terrorism, incitement to acts of
terrorism and illegal gatherings, and offend-
ing the president.

Guerrache, arrested last July, had for years
been a key activist behind the “Mekhadma”
protest movement, named after a neglected
district of the town, according to CLND.
Ouargla, some 570 kilometers (355 miles)
south of Algiers, is the capital of an oil-rich
region where youth unemployment runs high.

The official APS news agency said judicial
police had found a more than hour-long
video message of “hateful sermons” and
protest calls on Guerrache’s Facebook
account, as well as a photograph of an
unnamed “terrorist” on his mobile. The jus-
tice ministry said Saturday that 59 pro-
democracy activists have been released from
jail under presidential pardons announced on
February 18.

Tebboune, who was elected in December
2019 on a very low turnout in a poll boy-
cotted by the protest movement, has made
several bids to head off renewed anti-gov-
ernment rallies. But another 700 people
were briefly detained on Friday during
marches around the country of the “Hirak”
protest movement, according to rights
groups. — AFP

JERUSALEM: Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu yesterday
accused Iran of a recent attack on an
Israeli-owned ship, noting his country
was regularly “striking” its arch-foe in
comments that followed an overnight
raid on Syria. Iran has denied any role
in the explosion last Thursday that hit
the MV Helios Ray in the Gulf of
Oman, leaving two holes in its side but
causing no casualties.

The latest escalation between the
sides came as the international com-
munity has been trying to salvage the
troubled 2015 nuclear deal with Iran.
“It is indeed an Iranian act, that’s
clear,” Netanyahu told public broad-
caster Kan. “As for a reaction-you
know my policy,” he continued. “Iran
is Israel’s greatest enemy, I’m deter-
mined to block it, we’re striking at it
throughout the region.”

Iranian foreign ministry spokesman
Saeed Khatibzadeh responded swiftly
to dismiss Netanyahu’s claims. “We
strongly deny this accusation,”
Khatibzadeh told reporters, adding
that “the source of this accusation
itself shows how invalid (the claim) is.”

Syria strikes 
Netanyahu’s remarks came hours

after Syrian air defenses intercepted
what they said were Israeli missiles over
Damascus. The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, a Britain-based war
monitor, said the strike hit the area of
Sayyida Zeinab south of Damascus,
where Iranian Revolutionary Guards
and Lebanese Hezbollah forces are
reported to be present.

There was no immediate report of
casualties. The Israeli army refused to
confirm its involvement in the attack.

It was not clear what caused the blast
on the Helios Ray, a vehicle carrier
travelling from the Saudi port of
Dammam to Singapore, which punc-
tured the boat’s hull but did not cause

any casualties among the crew or
damage to the engine. Israel has long
accused Iran of trying to acquire
nuclear weapons, a charge always
denied by Tehran. —AFP

DUBAI: This picture taken on Sunday shows a view of the Israeli-owned
Bahamian-flagged MV Helios Ray cargo ship docked in Dubai’s Mina Rashid (Port
Rashid) cruise terminal. The MV Helios Ray, a vehicle carrier, was travelling from
the Saudi port of Dammam to Singapore when a blast occurred on February 25,
according to the London-based Dryad Global maritime security group. — AFP

El Salvador’s Bukele 
looks set to increase 
power with allies 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador: El Salvador’s
President Nayib Bukele looked set to increase his
power as his allies took a clear lead in legislative
elections, according to preliminary results early
yesterday.

“Victory,” Bukele tweeted in anticipation of a win,
along with a video of fireworks in the capital San
Salvador. The New Ideas party, founded by Bukele
and contesting an election for the first time, together
with the Grand Alliance for National Unity (GANA),
through which he came to power, had more than half
the votes according to the Supreme Electoral
Tribunal (TSE), with 64 percent of ballots counted
after Sunday’s elections.

The official count will only begin today, where it
will be determined how many of the 84 seats in
Congress each party will take, a TSE source said.
Bukele also shared results of an exit poll by Costa
Rican firm Cid Gallup which gave New Ideas a large

majority in parliament, with more than 67 percent of
the vote, although technical details of the survey
were not released.

“New Ideas + GANA will have more than 60
deputies (...) Thank you to the Salvadoran people.
Thank God,” he tweeted. If the results are confirmed,
Bukele could fulfill his objective of winning an
absolute majority in parliament, which would give the
president more power over crucial decisions and
lawmaking. Bukele, accused of authoritarianism by
his detractors, hopes to have his hands untied after a
frustrating two years of blockages by an opposition-
controlled parliament.

Opinion polls have projected victory for his two
allied parties. Long queues of voters wearing face
masks amid the coronavirus pandemic formed well
before voting started, though many stations opened
hours late. The delay prompted Bukele to level accu-
sations of wrongdoing against the TSE on Twitter.
“We told them 1,000 times that, whether through
corruption or incompetence, they would do every-
thing wrong,” he said.

But an election observer told AFP he had seen no
evidence of voter fraud. About 40,000 police, sol-
diers and international observers were deployed to
oversee the balloting, which came after the worst

political violence in years claimed two lives last
month. After polls closed, the Organization of
American States described election day as peaceful.

TSE president Dora Martinez said 51 percent of
the country’s 5.4 million voters had taken part in the
polls to elect 84 members of the Legislative
Assembly from among 10 political parties.

Elected in 2019 for a five-year term, Bukele, who
is 39 and is of Palestinian and Greek descent, has had
trouble getting some programs approved in a parlia-
ment dominated by two opposition parties-the right-
wing Arena and leftist FMLN. — AFP
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