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News in brief

Indian Embassy notice

KUWAIT: The Embassy of India in Kuwait
announced that it will remain closed for consular
services from today to Thursday as part of a pre-
cautionary health measure related to COVID-19.
However, emergency consular services will con-
tinue to be rendered by the mission on prior
appointment basis, a press release said. The
request for emergency consular services may be
sent to cons1.kuwait@mea.gov.in. Passport
Services offered at all the three passport centers
will continue. All embassy organized events
scheduled for March 2021 stand rescheduled till
further notice, the release added.

Falcons smuggler arrested

KUWAIT: Coastguards foiled an attempt to
smuggle a number of falcons and curlews into
the country, as man was arrested with eight
cages containing the birds, Al-Anbaa Arabic
daily reported yesterday. The suspect, a Kuwaiti
man in his 40s, said he collected the birds from
an Iranian boat, which left after receiving the
payment. A security source said cameras spot-
ted an Iranian boat that entered territorial
waters, and a sea patrol was dispatched towards
it. But the boat left the area quickly. Meanwhile,
another boat was spotted receiving things from
it, thought to be drugs, only to discover they
were birds. Another source said trade in these
types of birds is very profitable, as a bird
bought for KD 200 from Iran is sold in Kuwait
for up to KD 4,000.

330 Filipinos to
be repatriated
from Kuwait 
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The Philippine Embassy in Kuwait will
repatriate as many as 330 nationals tomorrow.
More than 200 of the Filipinos to be sent home
are currently at the Philippine Embassy shelter,
inc luding domest ic  helpers who f led their
employment and those who lost their jobs as a
result of the coronavirus pandemic. Additionally,
those who have medical issues or are currently
living in Kuwait without legal papers may be
returned home. 

“This is a necessary endeavor because we
have several runaway housemaids at the shelter
and we need to send them back to their loved
ones. That is part of our mandate to protect the

wellbeing of every Filipino abroad,” explained
Philippine Embassy Spokesperson Adrian Baccay. 

The embassy organized a chartered flight in
collaboration with the Philippines Department of
Foreign Affairs in Mani la and the Off ice of
Migrant Workers Affairs (OMWA) at the request
of the embassy in Kuwait. Many of those strand-
ed at the embassy have been living in the shelter
for months, have not received salaries or back
pay from employers in Kuwait and have faced
various forms of maltreatment at the hands of
employers. 

Kuwait and the Philippines have a contentious
relationship over the treatment of domestic work-
ers and the protection of their rights - which
include not more than a 12-hour workday, one day
off every week, a full month’s annual holiday and
the domestic worker’s right to keep his or her
passport. Many of those scheduled to go home
have already been cleared by the Kuwait Ministry
of Interior’s immigration bureau for travel. 

“We want them to go back to their families -
we managed to fix their issues prior to their
flight, which is the reason why we only set until 8
am today (March 1) to apply for the chartered
flight. Included in the list are Filipinos whose
records are c lean with no travel  bans or
absconding cases, or else they need to wait for
the next chartered flight if they want to be repa-
triated for free,” Baccay said.

The Philippine Embassy has also been faced
with challenges due to a backlog of applications
for passport renewals and long queues for con-

sular  services at  i ts
temporary location in
Hawally. There are an
est imated 230,000
Filipinos in Kuwait, the
majority of whom are
domestic helpers. The
Philippine Embassy has
facilitated the acquisi-
tion of papers and travel
requirements such as
exit visas for Filipinos,
especially those catego-
rized as undocumented
workers, to guarantee
their safe return to their
families.

“This flight is for free
- the Philippine Airlines plane came to Kuwait
just for this, so we want the aircraft to be filled to
capacity,” Baccay said. He assured those who fail
to catch the flight tomorrow will not be aban-
doned by their government, as the DFA has
enough funds to transport more Filipinos back to
Manila if necessary. 

“All they need to do is register at the embassy.
We will try to assess their circumstances and if
they want to go back home, they can wait until
the next f l ight. We are expecting chartered
fl ights on a quarterly basis , so every three
months probably we can send a request to our
air l ines . The last  chartered f l ight  was in
December last year,” he concluded.

Adrian Baccay

Prime Minister
patronizes 8th
E-Gov forum
KUWAIT: NoufEXPO announced in a press
release yesterday that it will organize the “8th
eGovernment Forum” on March 23-24, 2021.
EGOV8 convenes virtually through cyberspace
under auspices of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Khaled Al-Saleh will repre-
sent His Highness at the opening ceremony. 

The Communication and Information
Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA) is the
strategic partner of NoufEXPO in supporting
EGOV8. Salem Muthib Al-Othainah, Chairman and
CEO of CITRA, said, “The forum’s slogan -
Comprehensive e-government is an urgent need
beyond CORONA - reflects one of the fundamen-
tal challenges imposed by COVID-19 on today’s
world. It became a vital necessity to achieve inte-
grated electronic services in Kuwait, ie, those
services that more than one government entity
shares in its delivery to citizens and residents.
Automating all government transactions has
become a necessity because of the COVID-19
social distancing policy. Besides, electronic trans-
actions have significant economic and community
rewards. CITRA’s support of EGOV8 stems from
its regulatory role of the information technology
industry in the State of Kuwait.”  

The Executive Manager of NoufEXPO, Magdy
Sabry, commented, “Re-engineering government
procedures will be the main focus during EGOV8.
This task is one of the basic requirements for
developing integrated and comprehensive
eGovernment services. The output of business re-
engineering of government procedures constitutes
the input for developing comprehensive, integrat-
ed electronic services during the eGovernment
program’s advances and the prerequisite for its
success.”

The Press release noticed that EGOV8 con-
venes virtually due to COVID-19 restrictions.
NoufEXPO considers this as an opportunity
rather than a challenge. Specialists will be able to
join from around the world without having to trav-
el to Kuwait. The virtual EGOV8 removes the geo-
graphical barriers that face participants; hence,
attendees can benefit from a broader spectrum of
specialized global experiences.

NoufEXPO, in its statement, announced that it

has collaborated with Vmeets to run EGOV8 vir-
tually through cyberspace. Vmeets platform pro-
vides a one-stop-shop for Virtual events, includ-
ing a 3D interactive auditorium for presentation,
panel discussions, workshops, an exhibition hall to
host exhibition pavilions for participants, and
advanced technologies to manage the course of
the forum electronically, including registrations
and confirmations. 

The electronic platform also provides sponsor-
ing companies with advanced capabilities to dis-
play their products, services, and technical capa-
bilities through their display pavilions. They can
speak directly with the audience and collect their
contact details. They can also show videos,
reports, and brochures of their companies.
Sponsoring companies and attendees will have the
right to watch a complete recording of EGOV8
after it is over. 

NoufEXPO concluded its press release by
extending gratitude to the so many global and
local technology vendors that persistently partici-
pated in the previous EGOV events. International
vendors include Microsoft, IBM, EMC, CISCO,
Symantec, Fortinet, FireEye, EY, Aruba, Red
Canari, and Techno-Management. Local vendors
include major Kuwaiti enterprises such as VIVA,
Al-Ghanem Industries, Kuwait United Co for
Copies and Computer Services, KFH, KNET,
Sultan Center, and Advanced Technology
Company (ATC). NoufEXPO looks forward to
welcoming organizations specialized in business
re-engineering of government procedures, espe-
cially those with similar successful experiences in
the GCC countries. NoufEXPO invites all interest-
ed organizations to contact the Scientific
Committee or NoufEXPO on +965 22469921 or
send their messages info@noufexpo.com.kw to
arrange for their participation in this annual and
unique technology event that is held virtually for
the first time. 

Anas Al-Saleh Salem Al-Othainah


