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Amir receives Crown Prince, 
Speaker, Premier, Deputies

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace 
yesterday His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir 

also received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Furthermore, His 
Highness the Amir received Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. Meanwhile, His 
Highness the Crown Prince received Ghanem, His 

Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, Sheikh Hamad Jaber 
Al-Ali, Saleh, Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and Interior Minister Sheikh 
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
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 there, infuriating the Palestinians who claim the 

eastern part of the city as the capital of their future 
state. The State Department under Trump also said 
it no longer viewed Jewish settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank as illegal. Trump’s widely criticized 
Middle East peace plan earmarked parts of the 
West Bank for Israeli annexation.  

While the Trump plan is dead, settlement expan-
sion continues, with Israel regularly approving the 
construction of new homes for Jews on occupied 
Palestinian territory. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, a close Trump ally, agreed to pause West 
Bank annexation plans in exchange for the diplomatic 
normalization with the United Arab Emirates. 

“However, developments on the ground clearly 
point to a reality of rapidly progressing de facto 
annexation, especially through accelerated settle-
ment expansion and demolitions of Palestinian 
structures,” said the letter. “Europe must work with 
the Biden administration, countries in the region and 
the parties on the ground to prevent unilateral 
action undermining the possibility of peace, 
advance the rights and security of all people under 
Israel’s effective control.”   

Israel’s occupation of the West Bank began fol-
lowing the 1967 Six Day War, the conflict that also 
saw it seize control of east Jerusalem, an area it lat-
er annexed. The European Union insists any viable 
Israeli-Palestinian peace deal must be based on 
Israel’s pre-1967 borders - a condition rejected 
across much of the Israeli political spectrum. 

Biden has indicated his administration will 
restore US opposition to West Bank settlements 
expansion, but he does not intend to move the US 
embassy back to Tel Aviv. The letter also said that 
Gaza, the Israeli-blockaded Mediterranean enclave, 
“remains at risk of violent escalation at any 
moment”, blaming both the blockade and “intra-
Palestinian divisions”. 

Hamas Islamists who have controlled Gaza since 
2007 are long-standing rivals of Fatah secularists 
who dominate the Palestinian Authority, but the two 

sides are engaged in a unity push ahead of 
Palestinian elections called for later this year. 
“Palestinian reconciliation and elections across all 
the Palestinian territory is vital, including as a basis 
for ending the isolation of Gaza,” the letter said.  

Meanwhile, Israel’s president yesterday formally 
received the first-ever ambassador from the United 
Arab Emirates, following last year’s historic agree-
ment between the countries to normalize ties. UAE 
envoy Mohamed Al-Khaja, who arrived in Israel 
earlier yesterday, delivered his credentials to Israeli 
President Reuven Rivlin at a ceremony in Jerusalem. 

After greeting Khaja in Arabic, Rivlin said: “The 
entire Israeli people welcome you with joy. This will 
be your most important mission - to welcome the 
hands reaching out to you... treaties are signed by 
leaders, but real, sustained peace is made between 
peoples, face to face.” Khaja said he would “work 
tirelessly to strengthen the political ties between 
our two countries, in the service of our peoples and 
regional stability.” 

The UAE was the first country to agree to estab-
lish full diplomatic relations with the Jewish state 
under the Abraham Accords, a pact brokered by 
former US president Donald Trump. The agreement 
made the UAE only the third majority Arab country 
to form official ties with Israel, following Egypt in 
1979 and Jordan in 1994. Bahrain, Morocco and 
Sudan have subsequently joined the Abraham 
Accords.   

The agreements broke with longstanding Arab 
consensus that there should be no normalization 
with Israel until it reaches a comprehensive peace 
deal with the Palestinians. Earlier yesterday, Khaja 
met Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi in Jerusalem, 
who wished him “success” in his “historic mission”. 
Noting the historic nature of his appointment, Khaja 
said he was “very proud and honored to be the first 
Emirati ambassador to the State of Israel”. “My mis-
sion here is to foster and develop this relationship,” 
he added. “We hope this will bring peace and pros-
perity to the people of the Middle East.”  

Israel opened its UAE embassy in January, with 
veteran diplomat Eitan Naeh heading the Abu 
Dhabi mission. Israel and the UAE have already 
signed treaties on direct flights and visa-free travel, 
along with accords on investment protection, sci-
ence and technology. Today, Khaja is scheduled to 
visit Yad Vashem, Israel’s national Holocaust memo-
rial and education center. — AFP 

400 EU MPs slam  
Israeli annexation...
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 said. Ivorian Health Minister Eugene Aka Ouele 

said the first batch of 504,000 Covax vaccines would 
be distributed in the Abidjan area, “the epicenter of the 
country’s epidemic”. 

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi also got his 
coronavirus jab yesterday - although a glitch in the 
online booking system meant thousands of others were 
turned away from hospitals nationwide. And in the 
United States, 3.9 million doses of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine are due to be delivered after it 
became the latest jab to get the green light from US 
regulators. The J&J rollout comes as a boost to 
President Joe Biden’s plan to beat back a virus that has 
killed more than half a million Americans, making the 
US the world’s worst-hit nation. 

Vaccines are seen as crucial to returning the world 
to normality and healing the economy after a pandemic 
that has claimed more than 2.5 million lives across the 
globe. More than 224 million vaccine doses have been 
administered worldwide, according to national data 
compiled by AFP, with the Philippines among the latest 
countries to launch a rollout yesterday. 

But rich countries have bought up the vast majority 
of those available, prompting the World Health 
Organization (WHO) to warn that the crisis cannot end 
unless poor countries can vaccinate their populations 
too. A new row is brewing over a call, led by India and 
South Africa, for intellectual property rights to the 
vaccines to be waived. 

Backed by dozens of governments from Argentina 
to Bangladesh, they argue that this would boost pro-
duction and ultimately bring the pandemic to a swifter 
end. But the United States, the European Union and 
Switzerland - home to major pharmaceutical firms - 
oppose the idea, which is being thrashed out at a 
World Trade Organization meeting. 

While inoculation campaigns are now well under 
way, the spread of highly infectious COVID variants 
has fuelled worries that they could prove more resist-
ant to the vaccines. Britain has appealed for a person 
infected with the potent Brazilian strain to come for-
ward after the person failed to leave contact details 
while being tested - meaning they could still be infect-
ing others without knowing it. 

Modi received a domestic developed vaccine, 
Covaxin, in a carefully choreographed operation at the 
AIIMS national medical institute. The vaccine, devel-
oped by Bharat Biotech, is one of two approved for use 
in India even though the late stage data from trials on 
25,800 volunteers have not yet been released. Despite 
criticism from some doctors and health workers, India’s 
drug regulator and the company insist it is safe for use. 

Fears over vaccines have contributed to the slow 
pace of inoculation and Modi said on Twitter: “I appeal 
to all those who are eligible to take the vaccine. 
Together, let us make India COVID-19 free!” Problems 
with online registration did not help on the first day of 
the new drive. “It’s utter chaos here,” said Nilanjana 
Gupta, who took her lawyer father Sunil Gupta to the 
Max Smart Super Speciality hospital in Delhi. 

Gupta said the administrators were “clueless”. She 
said it took more than 30 attempts to get a registration 
number on the government app. “I expected this but 
it’s still very frustrating,” she added. An uncle of US 
Vice-President Kamala Harris was also among those 
affected. Balachandran Gopalan, an academic, told AFP 
he got onto the government portal and received a reg-
istration number and an appointment at a hospital in 
New Delhi’s Malviya Nagar area. 

“Once I got there, they checked my registration 
details and said they have no record of it,” the 79-
year-old said. Gopalan said hospital officials could not 
tell him when his turn would come. “I understand the 
doctors are stressed,” he said. “But why put the 
patients under stress?” Some, like 69-year-old Vijaya 
Shankar, were happy after they got the inoculation, 
which cost just $3.40. “I have waited for so long and 
the day is now finally here. I think the government has 
done a great job,” she said. “The vaccine is cheap, I 
don’t mind paying.” — AFP 

First Covax jab  
injected; Modi...

Continued from Page 1 
 
“Who knows?” he boomed about his potential 

plans. “I may even decide to beat them for a third 
time, OK?” 

Banned from Twitter and other social media, Trump 
has maintained a low post-presidential profile at his 
Mar-a-Lago resort. At CPAC, he walked on stage to 
revel in a lengthy standing ovation by cheering loyal-
ists, the vast majority maskless despite the coron-
avirus pandemic. Like he did so often during his two 
campaigns, he painted a pitched battle against as 
Democrats’ “socialist” agenda to remake the nation. 
“We’re in a struggle for the survival of America as we 
know it,” Trump said. “This is a terrible, terrible, 
painful struggle.” 

But he said the “incredible” populist movement that 
propelled him to victory four plus years ago is just 
beginning, “and in the end, we will win”. Trump also 
put to rest the rumors that he might take his base of 
support to create a new political party. “I am not 
starting a new party,” Trump said. “We have the 
Republican Party. It’s going to unite and be stronger 
than ever before.” 

Trump as expected took swipes at Biden, saying the 
Democrat just concluded a “disastrous” first month in 
office. In his rambling 90-minute speech he attacked 
immigrants, slammed “cancel culture”, criticized Biden 
policies on climate change and energy, and repeated 

his false claims that “illegal” actions by Democrats had 
cost him the election. 

But he also took aim at Republicans he feels 
betrayed him - a strong signal that he will seek to help 
oust them in upcoming elections. He called out by 
name the 10 Republicans who voted to impeach him in 
the House of Representatives, and the seven 
Republicans who voted unsuccessfully to convict him 
in the Senate. “Get rid of them all,” he seethed, while 
the crowd jeered. 

Trump remains the most potent force in the 
Republican Party, something he made clear he was 
acutely aware of Sunday when he described his own 
endorsement as “the most powerful asset in politics”. 
US political parties usually face a reckoning after a 
string of setbacks such as those the Republicans saw 
under four years of Trump: Losing the White House, 
the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

The party is also marked with Trump’s repeated lies 
about his election loss, his impeachment over inciting 
the US Capitol riot on Jan 6, and the faultline his 
actions have caused between establishment 
Republicans and pro-Trump populists. But, instead of 
jettisoning its troubled leader and charting a new path, 
much of the party still sees Trump as retaining a vice-
like grip on its future.  

At least at CPAC, enthusiasm for Trump remained 
sky high. Attendees posed next to a shiny gold-colored 
statue of the former president, and cheers rose up 
whenever panelists praised him. In a straw poll con-
ducted at the conference, nearly seven in 10 respon-
dents said they want him to run again. On future direc-
tion for the party, support for Trumpism was rock solid, 
with 95 percent of respondents wanting to continue 
Trump’s policies and agenda. — AFP 

Trump teases  
2024 run, airs...

Palestinians go through a barbwire fence into Israel as they attempt to cross to reach their workplaces 
close to the Israeli checkpoint of Mitar near Hebron in the occupied West Bank yesterday. — AFP  


