
Doncic’s Mavericks
halt streaking Nets
LOS ANGELES: Luka Doncic scored 27 points to
lead the Dallas Mavericks to a 115-98 NBA victory
in Brooklyn Saturday, snapping the short-handed
Nets’ eight-game winning streak. James Harden
scored 29 points for the Nets but ran out of steam
late as he carried the load in the absence of Kevin
Durant and Kyrie Irving.

Durant missed his seventh game with a strained
left hamstring while Irving sat out to rest his surgi-
cally repaired right shoulder. Harden had just four
points in the second half, sitting out most of the
fourth quarter in which Dallas led by as many as 22.

The Mavs were buoyed by the return of Kristaps
Porzingis, who scored 18 points in his first contest
since missing three games with back trouble. “We
played like a team today,” said Doncic, who was
able to celebrate the victory on the eve of his 22nd
birthday. “They have an amazing team,” added
Doncic, who added that even with two stars out the
Mavs knew the Nets remained a dangerous adver-
sary. “We just kept going as a team,” he said.

Brooklyn remained half a game behind Eastern
Conference leaders Philadelphia, who fell 112-109 to
the Cleveland Cavaliers in overtime in a rare home
defeat. Guard Collin Sexton scored 28 points and
Darius Garland added 25 with nine assists for the
Cavaliers, who came into the contest missing half a
dozen players due to injury or personal reasons.

Despite having just nine players in uniform,
Cleveland led 28-23 after the first quarter and 56-
47 at halftime. An 18-9 third-quarter run saw the
Sixers pull level at 65-65 and the lead changed
hands eight times in the fourth. Joel Embiid’s dunk
with 1:38 left in regulation knotted the score at
92-92, but he missed a potential game-winner at
the buzzer.

The Cavs scored the first five points of overtime

and never trailed, claiming the win despite a 42-
point, 16-rebound performance from Embiid. “I
thought we had one quarter with energy, the third
quarter,” 76ers coach Doc Rivers said. “Other than
that, they basically got the shots they wanted all
game. If they didn’t they got the offensive rebounds.
They got the back cuts when they needed them.”

Jazz back in tune
The league-leading Utah Jazz wasted no time in

bouncing back from a disorganized defeat to the
Miami Heat, cruising past the Magic 124-109 in
Orlando. Donovan Mitchell scored 25 of his 31 points
in the second half as the Jazz improved to 27-7.

Joe Ingles, starting at point guard in place of
Mike Conley, scored 17 points and handed out sev-
en assists and Rudy Gobert chipped in 12 points and
16 rebounds for the Jazz, who had 18 points off the

bench from Jordan Clarkson. Center Nikola Vucevic
led the Magic with 34 points, but Utah out-scored
the hosts 70-59 in the second half to roll to victory.

In Washington, Bradley Beal scored 34 points
and Russell Westbrook added 19 in his 10th triple-
double of the season to propel the Wizards to a
128-112 victory over the hapless Minnesota
Timberwolves, who lost their seventh straight.
Westbrook added 14 rebounds and 12 assists to
help the Wizards to their seventh win in eight starts.

Westbrook’s 10 triple-doubles lead the NBA and
with just 24 games under his belt since arriving in
Washington he has a club record for most triple-
doubles in a season. The Denver Nuggets routed the
Oklahoma City Thunder 126-96 on the back of 26
points from Jamal Murray and a triple-double of 19
points, 11 rebounds and 13 assists from Nikola Jokic
— his eighth triple-double of the season. — AFP

MIAMI: Saul “Canelo” Alvarez demolished
Turkey’s Avni Yildirim in three rounds to retain his
WBC and WBA super middleweight titles by
knockout on Saturday. Mexico’s Alvarez dominated
underdog Yildirim from the opening bell and sent
the Turk crashing to the canvas with a crisp left-
right combination in the third round at Miami’s Hard
Rock Stadium.

The outclassed Yildirim then failed to emerge
from his corner for the fourth round as Alvarez once
again demonstrated why he is regarded as the best
pound-for-pound fighter in boxing. “I wanted to
have a great fight here and I did what I had to do,”
Alvarez said. “I needed a knockout and that’s what I
did. It doesn’t matter if they’re taller, if they’ve got
more reach, or they’ve got a good trainer. I came to
do my job, I came here to win.”

Alvarez, who improved to 55-1-2 with 37 knock-
outs, had got back into the ring on Saturday a little
over two months after beating Britain’s Callum
Smith in December. After the fight, promoter Eddie
Hearn said the 30-year-old Mexican star will next
seek to add the World Boxing Organization belt to
his collection with a May 8 fight against Britain’s
Billy Joe Saunders.

The Saunders fight will be the next step in
Alvarez’s quest to become the first undisputed
super middleweight champion in boxing history.
“No one has done it,” Alvarez said. “I want to make
history. No-one has done it at 168.”

Alvarez meanwhile brushed off suggestions that
he wants to be remembered as the greatest boxer
Mexico has ever produced. “I respect everyone but
I want to make my own history,” Alvarez said.
Saturday’s bout will give Saunders plenty of food
for thought after Alvarez produced his trademark
blend of technical skill and punching power to over-

whelm mandatory challenger Yildirim.
The 29-year-old Turk, fighting for the first time

in two years, looked hesitant from the outset as
Alvarez landed an array of hooks to the body and
uppercuts to easily win the first round. The second
round followed an identical pattern, with Yildirim
barely offering any kind of resistance as Alvarez
worked his opponent’s ribcage mercilessly.

The end came after a third round where Alvarez
once again went on the attack against a passive
Yildirim. A straight left from Alvarez smashed

through Yildirim’s guard and landed on his chin
and the following right sent the Turk rocking back-
ward to the canvas.

Although Yildirim hung on for the remainder of
the round, the end was nigh. As Yildirim slumped
on his stool, trainer Joel Diaz could be heard
telling his fighter he would give him only one more
round before throwing in the towel. In the event, it
never got that far as Yildirim failed to come out for
the fourth to hand Alvarez victory by technical
knockout. — AFP
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Alexander Titarenko preforming in Alexandria, Egypt. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Alvarez crushes Yildirim to retain
boxing super middleweight crown

MIAMI: This handout photo released by Matchroom shows Saul Alvarez (center) after winning his WBA, WBC and Ring
Magazine super middleweight championship bout against Avni Yildirim at the Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens,
Florida, on Saturday. — AFP

BROOKLYN: Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks shoots the ball against the Brooklyn Nets on Saturday at Barclays
Center in Brooklyn, New York. — AFP

‘Canelo’ eyes World Boxing Organization belt on May 8

Porto, Sporting
battle to goalless
draw in Portugal
LISBON: Portuguese league leaders Sporting
Lisbon extended their unbeaten run this season after
grinding out a scrappy 0-0 draw at defending cham-
pions Porto on Saturday. Iran striker Mehdi Taremi,
the joint-leading scorer in Portugal’s top-flight last
season, missed the best chance for Porto early in the
second half at the Estadio do Dragao when he fluffed
an attempted tap-in. A minute’s silence was observed
before kick-off in tribute to Alfredo Quintana, goal-
keeper of the Portuguese men’s national handball
team, who died on Friday aged 32 following a heart
attack. It was just the fourth time in 21 games
Sporting have dropped points this season while
Porto have now drawn four of their past five outings
and remain 10 points off the pace. For Sporting the
prospect of a first league title since 2002 is real, even
if they have won just once at Porto in 14 years. Ruben
Amorim’s team also overcame Braga in the
Portuguese League Cup final last month. Braga could
cut the gap to nine points and climb to second on
Sunday with victory away to Nacional. — AFP

Miami ready
for big-name
signings: Beckham
MIAMI: David Beckham says Inter Miami are
ready to make big-name signings as they pre-
pare for their second season in Major League
Soccer under new coach Phil Neville. Speaking
Saturday at an event to launch Miami’s new jer-
sey, Inter co-owner Beckham said the club saw
home-grown talent as the cornerstone of the
franchise’s long-term success. However he
acknowledged that Inter remained in the hunt
for big-name players, citing the likes of Cristiano
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi, who have both previ-
ously indicated interest in playing in MLS.

“I have said from day one that our academy
system is a massive part of this club and if we
can bring players through here that have lived
and breathed Inter Miami then that is the goal,”
Beckham told AFP. “But we also know that being
in Miami, our fans want to see the big stars. We
already have players like Gonzalo Higuain and
Blaise Matuidi who add to the glitz and glamour
but also going forward we want to have the
opportunity to bring some great names in.”

Asked about Messi and Ronaldo, Beckham
refused to rule out a move for either player.
“The player has to be right for the team, still
have ambition and want to win,” Beckham said.
“So whatever player we talk to, we have to
make sure that is a priority. Of course, we
always want to bring in great players. Miami is
a great pull for anyone and those kinds of play-
ers (Messi and Ronaldo) are the kind we aspire
to bring here.” —AFP

Jeremy Lin won’t
‘name, shame’
in racism claim
LOS ANGELES: Jeremy Lin said Saturday he
won’t be “naming or shaming anyone” amid reports
the NBA’s G League is investigating his claim he
was called “coronavirus” during a game. “I know
this will disappoint some of you but I’m not naming
or shaming anyone,” Lin tweeted on Saturday.
“What good does it do in this situation for someone
to be torn down? It doesn’t make my community
safer or solve any of our long-term problems with
racism.”

Lin, a former NBA guard whose heroics for the
NBA’s New York Knicks sparked “Linsanity” in
2012, spoke in a Facebook post on Thursday of
racism that the Asian-American community faces, a
problem made worse in the coronavirus pandemic
during which former president Donald Trump rou-
tinely referred to COVID-19 as the “Chinese Virus.”

“Being a 9 year NBA veteran doesn’t protect me
from being called ‘coronavirus’ on the court,” wrote
Lin, who is currently a member of the Golden State
Warriors’ Santa Cruz affiliate in the NBA’s develop-
mental G League. Lin became the first American-
born NBA player of Chinese or Taiwanese descent
to play in the NBA when he played for the Warriors
in the 2010-11 season. He became a breakout star
for the Knicks the following season, and became the
first Asian-American to win an NBA title with the
Toronto Raptors in 2019.  — AFP
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