
Kuwait, Qatar
condemn Houthis’
attacks on Saudi 
KUWAIT: Kuwait on Saturday condemned in the
strongest terms the Yemeni Houthi militias’ repeated
terrorist attacks with booby-trapped drones and bal-
listic missiles on civilian targets in the Saudi capital
Riyadh and other cities, said the Foreign Ministry. The
persistence of these Houthi terrorist acts is a danger-
ous escalation that threatens Saudi Arabia’s security
and the region’s stability, the ministry said in a state-
ment. It affirmed that these acts blatantly defy inter-
national and humanitarian laws and undermine inter-
national efforts to reach a political solution to the
conflict in Yemen. The ministry also renewed Kuwait’s
call to the international community, mainly the UN
Security Council, to assume its responsibilities in
stopping this escalation to help maintain international
peace and security. The State of Kuwait backs the
Kingdom in all the measures it takes to defend its
security, stability and sovereignty, the foreign min-
istry reiterated. 

Qatar also condemned in the strongest terms the
missile attack that targeted Riyadh, which contra-
venes all international norms and laws. In a statement,
“Doha reiterated its firm position on rejecting vio-
lence, criminal and sabotage acts, regardless of the

motives and reasons.” The Houthis have intensified
their targeting Saudi Arabia with explosive drones
and ballistic missiles, which the coalition confirmed
that they were all shot down without any injuries. 

Meanwhile, Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Nayef Al-Hajraf
deplored the “terrorist” Houthi militias’ attacks with
ballistic missiles and drones on Saudi capital, Riyadh,
and other cities. In a press statement, Hajraf stressed
that the repeated attacks launched by Houthis show a
blatant challenge to the international community and
a violation of all international laws and norms. He
called on the international community to take imme-
diate and decisive stances to stop these repeated
“terrorist” acts that target Saudi Arabia’s civilian and
vital facilities, and security and stability, according to
the statement.

He lauded the vigilance and efficiency of the
Saudi-led coalition supporting legitimacy in Yemen
and the success of the air defense forces to intercept
these “terrorist” assaults launched by the militias.
Hajraf confirmed GCC solidarity and backing to Saudi
Arabia in all steps it takes to defend its territories,
and maintain security and safety of its citizens and
residents. He stressed that the “Kingdom’s security is
part and parcel of the GCC member states’ security.”

In the meantime, the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation has condemned in the strongest terms
the Yemeni Houthi militias’ firing of a ballistic missile
towards the Saudi capital Riyadh and launching of
five explosive-laden drones towards several other
southern Saudi cities. In a press statement, OIC

Secretary General Ahmad Al-Othaimeen expressed
support to the Saudi-led coalition to restore legitima-
cy in Yemen in all measures it takes to stop Houthi
terrorist militias war crimes and targeting of civilian
areas in the Saudi Kingdom. — KUNA
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News in brief

Second semester starts

KUWAIT: More than 500,000 students will
start the second school term today following a
break of a month and a half. The education min-
istry has adjusted the teaching plan for the first
three elementary grades, after a decision was
made to have real-time classes and not recorded
classes, as the case was in the first term, so there
can be interaction between teachers and stu-
dents. The ministry decided school timings from
9:30 am to 2:30 pm for the secondary stage,
8:00 am to 1:00 pm for the intermediate stage,
and 8:00 am to 12:00 pm for the kindergarten
stage. As for the elementary stage, work will be
divided into two periods - mornings (8:00 am
until 1:00 pm) and afternoon (2:45 pm until 5:45
pm). As for the administration (principal, assis-
tant principal, administrative faculty), they will
divide work between them in the morning and
afternoon periods. — Al-Rai

Old cars’ import ban

KUWAIT: Commerce ministry amended deci-
sion 59/2010 with regards to importing vehicles,
which said after the amendment that “vehicles
with 10 years elapsed from their manufacture are
banned from import. The commerce and industry
minister can disregard the time condition
according to public interest. The minister can
also delegate this authority to who he sees fit.”
The decision will be in effect from the date of its
issuance and will be published in the official
gazette. — Al-Anbaa

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A shot of the Anjafa beach by photographer Daniela Buiting (Instagram: @picts_of_kuwait). To have your photo considered for Kuwait Times’
Photo of the Day, send to local@KuwaitTimes.com or via direct message to Kuwait Times’ Instagram account @kuwaittimes. Photos should be high
resolution, with no processing or editing.

RIYADH: A handout picture provided by the Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) on Saturday shows damage to a home in
Saudi Arabia’s capital Riyadh in the aftermath of a mis-
sile attack claimed by Yemen’s Houthi rebels.  — AFP

In my view

Iwould like to send my condolences to
Italian President Sergio Mattarella on the
death of Italian ambassador Luca

Attanasio, who was a victim of terrorism in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. May God have
mercy on him. I want to focus on terrorism
around the world and send a question to the
UN Security Council: Until when will we see
victims of terrorism around the world? Who
gives these terrorists weapons to execute their
crimes? 

We can’t ignore this issue - the entire world
should face this phenomenon as a danger to
global security. Why is the Security Council
waiting to take serious steps to stop selling
weapons to terrorist groups? We can’t accept
any excuse because our lives are threatened
by these terrorist groups. No one can feel safe
and live in comfort.

Our children are not safe because terrorists
don’t distinguish between children and adults.
They execute their crimes without choosing
the victims. I cannot accept the death of the
Italian ambassador - the Security Council
should demand the elimination of terrorism
from the world.

There should be coordination between
interior ministers of all UN states to make sure
security is airtight, with surveillance of
weapons manufacturers to make sure they are
not selling weapons to terrorists. They should
report violators to the authorities to take suit-
able actions towards them.

We will not ignore the victims of the Congo
attack and will not forget them. We need seri-
ous steps from both the Security Council and
the UN, to show us their measures to eliminate
terrorism from around the world.

I really become sad after the death of the
Italian ambassador because Italy and entire
Europe mean so much to me. I will not stop
demanding retribution. I always ask myself
when can we live peacefully in this world? This
is an important issue we should focus on
because God did not put us on this planet to
kill each other.

On the other hand, these crimes will not
stop until we change criminal ideology, start-
ing from schools and colleges. Regimes around
the world should follow serious steps to elimi-
nate terrorism. All governments should also
control their states firmly to not allow terrorist
groups to have a chance to execute their
crimes. This issue is a universal one and we
should find a suitable solutions for it.

- Al-Ghamdi is a law graduate from Kuwait
International Law School

Our heartfelt
condolences to
Italian president 

By Azzah Al-Ghamdi

Brussels Webinar
underlines Kuwait’s
role in healing rift
BRUSSELS: Speakers at a seminar on the
Gulf organized by the European Parliament’s
Delegation for relat ions with the Arab
Peninsula (DARP) heaped praise over Kuwait’s
successful mediation role in the Gulf reconcili-
ation process. The guest speaker at the online
event, Dr Cinzia Bianco, Gulf Research Fellow
on Middle East and North Africa Program in
the European Council on Foreign Relations,
said “Kuwait has played quite an important
role in facilitating the reconciliation between
the GCC partners.” She outlined the positions
of Oman and Kuwait in the region calling them
“neutral countries” which are focused on
mediation and de-escalation in the region.
Kuwait has also been supportive of attempts to
pursue dialogue with Iran in the framework of
regional security, she said and stressed that
Kuwait is a reliable partner for Europe. Bianco
underlined that the Al-Ula declaration signed
in December “was very important for ending
the boycott and was the first step and normal-
ization will take place step by step” among the
six-member GCC.

The European Council on Foreign Relations
(ECFR) is a pan-European think tank with
offices in seven European capitals. The seminar
was titled “geopolitical perspectives in the Gulf
for 2021. Impact of the Al-Ula Declaration on
‘Stability and Solidarity’ and role of the new US
administration in regional affairs.” DARP Chair,
Dr Hannah Neumann, in her introductory
remarks said Al-Ula agreement “was concluded
under the good offices of Kuwait and here
again Thank you so much to Kuwait for work-
ing continuously and following up on that
issue.” She said a DARP delegation is expected
to visit Kuwait this year to boost EU-Kuwait
parliamentary cooperation.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s ambassador to the EU,
Belgium and NATO, Jasem Al-Budaiwi, in his
intervention expressed his pleasure that yester-
day’s virtual event coincided with the day when
Kuwait was celebrating its National Day.
Budaiwi, who is currently visiting Kuwait, said
that an important point that needs to be dis-
cussed is the future relations between the EU
and the GCC “We should capitalise on the
great momentum we have in the GCC now,” he
said referring to the Al-Ula agreement. “It is
time that we move on with some tangible
results in this relationship which includes the
Free Trade Agreement, the Association agree-
ment, waiver of Schengen visa. This is what we
would like to see,” stressed Budaiwi. He lauded
the “excellent brotherly agreement reached in
December,” and added that “we would like to
see more engagement and visit from EU lead-
ers and officials.” — KUNA


