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Kuwait’s Amir sends letters to 
Bahrain’s King, Oman’s Sultan

MANAMA/MUSCAT/CAIRO: His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
sent yesterday a written message to Bahraini King 
Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifah. The message is con-
cerned with the strong and solid bilateral relations 
between the two brotherly countries and peoples, 
and means of supporting and strengthening them in 
various fields and at all levels. The message was 
delivered by Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah during his meeting 
with King Hamad in the framework of his official 
visit to Manama. 

Earlier yesterday, Sheikh Dr Ahmad delivered a 
letter from His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Sultan 
Haitham bin Tareq of Oman dealing with means of 
further cementing deep-rooted bilateral relations 
at all levels. Sheikh Dr Ahmad handed the letter 
over during a meeting with Deputy Prime Minister 
for Cabinet Affairs Fahad bin Mahmoud Al-Saeed 
yesterday. 

Meanwhile, Omani Foreign Minister Bader Al-

Busaeedi held talks yesterday with his Kuwaiti 
counterpart on ways of further boosting coopera-
tion to serve mutual interest. The two top diplomats 
reaffirmed keenness to strengthen cooperation in all 
domains. They have also 
exchanged views over a 
host of regional and inter-
national issues, as well as 
measures to cement the 
common GCC march fol-
lowing the Gulf 
Cooperation Council’s 
summit that was held in 
Al-Ula, Saudi Arabia, last 
month. The meeting was 
attended by officials from 
the two sides. 

Sheikh Dr Ahmad also held talks on with his 
Bahraini counterpart Dr Abdul-Latif bin Rashed Al-
Zayani on the solid ties that bind the two countries. 
The discussions also dealt with regional and inter-
national issues and topics that need to be 

addressed by the GCC during its current Bahrain-
chaired session. 

Close ties 
In other news, Egypt’s President Abdelfattah Al-

Sisi praised the “closeness 
and exclusivity” of his 
country’s relations with 
Kuwait during talks with its 
visiting Foreign Minister on 
Saturday. Cairo is keen to 
develop its close and dis-
tinguished cooperation 
with Kuwait, he said, as 
both look to preserve 
domestic as well as region-
al security, stability and 
development, according to 

presidency spokesman Bassam Radi. Egypt appre-
ciates Kuwait’s recent “sincere reconciliation 
efforts,” and stands firmly behind endeavors that 
boost the solidarity and safeguard the national 
security of Arab nations, he added. 

President Sisi asked for his personal greetings to 
be conveyed to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, as he congratulated 
the Kuwaiti government and people on their 
National Day. This came in response to a written 
message from His Highness the Amir, which dis-
cussed deep-rooted bilateral relations, and means 
to support these ties, delivered by the visiting 
Kuwaiti foreign minister. During the talks, Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad said Kuwait is proud of the strong historical 
ties that exist with Egypt and its people. 

Kuwait is keen to strengthen cooperation with 
Egypt through periodic consultation and coordina-
tion on various issues, the Egyptian statement quot-
ed him as saying. The minister praised Egypt’s piv-
otal role in the region as a “pillar for security and 
stability” in the Arab world and its keenness to 
strengthen solidarity and encourage joint action 
amongst its nations. The encounter was held in the 
presence of Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh 
Shoukry and the Kuwaiti Ambassador to Egypt 
Mohammad Al-Thuwaikh. —  KUNA 

Egypt’s Sisi praises ‘close ties’ with Kuwait 

MANAMA: This handout photo released by the Bahrain News Agency (BNA) yesterday shows Kuwait’s 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah handing over a letter from His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa Al-
Khalifah. — BNA and KUNA photos

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah delivers to Oman’s Deputy 
Prime Minister for Cabinet Affairs Fahad bin Mahmoud Al-Saeed a letter from His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Sultan Haitham bin Tareq of Oman.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets Omani Foreign 
Minister Bader Al-Busaeedi.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets his Bahraini counter-
part Dr Abdul-Latif bin Rashed Al-Zayani.
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“This spy ship, although it was sailing secretly, may 

have fallen into the ambush of one of the branches of 
the resistance axis,” it added, without offering further 
details. The term “resistance axis” usually refers to the 
Islamic republic and its allied forces in the region. 
Israel’s defense minister Benny Gantz said on Saturday 
that the Jewish state’s “initial assessment” is that Iran is 
responsible for the explosion aboard the vessel. “This... 
takes into account the proximity (with Iran) and the 
context” in which the blast occurred, he added. “This is 
what I believe.” 

Rami Ungar, an Israeli businessman who owns the 

Helios Ray, told Israeli state television Kan on Friday 
that the explosion caused “two holes about a meter 
and a half in diameter”. It was “not yet clear” if the 
damage was caused by missiles or mines attached to 
the ship, Ungar added. He said that the explosion did 
not cause any casualties among the crew or damage to 
the engine. 

Israel has long accused arch-foe Iran of trying to 
acquire nuclear weapons, a charge always denied by 
Tehran. Iran blamed the Nov 27 assassination outside 
Tehran of its top nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh 
on the Jewish state. “The Zionist regime’s attacks and 
crimes in the region, which have been going on pub-
licly for some time, seem to have finally made it a legit-
imate target,” Kayhan said. 

The US and Saudi Arabia in mid-2019 alleged Iran 
used limpet mines to blow holes in Gulf-area ships, and 
then US president Donald Trump came close to order-
ing an attack on Iran in retaliation. Tehran strongly 
denied those allegations. — AFP 

Iran seen  
behind Israel...
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Similar to previous waves, Khuzestan is among the 

first areas to relapse into “red”, the highest level on 
Iran’s color-coded risk scale. The number of daily infec-
tions nationwide has hit 8,000 in recent days, a level still 
much lower than the record high of 14,051 infections 
registered on Nov 27. Daily deaths dropped below 100 
in early January, the lowest level since June. 

Tehran started a national vaccination campaign on 
Feb 9 using Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine, with the first 
target groups being health workers, the elderly, and 
those with pre-existing health conditions. Head of health 
ministry public relations Kianoush Jahanpour told AFP 
yesterday that “110,000 vaccine doses have been dis-
tributed” in Iran so far, without specifying the number of 
people who had received the first jab. The second dose 
will start being administered on March 2, he added. 

The Islamic republic has bought a total of two mil-

lion doses of Sputnik V, according to Jahanpour, and 
they will be delivered gradually. Iranian state media 
yesterday reported that 250,000 doses of China’s 
Sinopharm vaccine were delivered to Tehran, a day 
after Jahanpour announced that they were donated by 
the Chinese government. 

Health Minister Namaki has said Iran would also 
receive 4.2 million doses of the vaccine developed by 
Anglo-Swedish firm AstraZeneca and Oxford University, 
purchased via the international vaccine mechanism 
Covax. Iran is also working on locally developed vaccine 
projects, with the clinical trials of the second home-
grown vaccine starting yesterday. 

The jab, dubbed Razi Cov Pars, was developed at the 
Razi Vaccine and Serum Research Institute, which is 
linked to the agriculture ministry, and unveiled earlier 
this month. Its clinical trial began with two male volun-
teers receiving it at Tehran’s Rasoul Akram hospital, 
state television showed. The Razi facility’s deputy chief, 
Mohammad-Hassan Falah-Mehrabadi, told attendees at 
a ceremony at the hospital that 133 people have volun-
teered for the trial. The Islamic republic started clinical 
trials of its first locally developed vaccine in late 
December. —  AFP 

Iran COVID 
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Rescue worker Pyae Zaw Hein said the trio were 

“shot dead with live rounds”, while the injured were 
hit by rubber bullets. “More wounded people keep 
coming in,” he told AFP. Two teenagers were 
gunned down in Bago, a two-hour drive north of 
commercial capital Yangon. Ambulance driver Than 
Lwin Oo told AFP he had sent the bodies of the 18-
year-olds to the mortuary at Bago’s main hospital. 

Officers in Yangon began dispersing small 
crowds minutes before the slated beginning of the 
day’s protest, with a 23-year-old man shot dead in 
the city’s east. “His wife is heartbroken,” Win Ko, a 
social worker who visited the man’s widow, told 
AFP. “She’s three months pregnant.” In Mandalay, 
an emergency doctor told AFP that two men had 
died from gunshot wounds. 

Elsewhere protesters took up positions behind 
barricades and wielded homemade shields to 
defend themselves against the onslaught, with 
police using tear gas to clear some rallies. Hundreds 
of people had been arrested by evening and trans-
ported to the city’s notorious Insein Prison, where 
many of Myanmar’s leading democracy campaign-
ers have served long jail terms under previous dic-
tatorships. 

At least one journalist documenting yesterday’s 
assaults by security forces was beaten and detained 
further north in Myitkyina, a city at the headwaters 
of the Irrawaddy river, according to local outlet The 
74 Media. Another reporter was shot with rubber 
bullets while covering a protest in the central city of 
Pyay, their employer said. 

A spokesman for the ruling junta did not respond 
to phone calls seeking comment on yesterday’s vio-
lence. Before yesterday, at least five people had 
died in anti-coup unrest since the army takeover, 
including three killed on Feb 20. One police officer 

also died while attempting to quell a protest, the 
military has said. 

Myanmar has been roiled by giant demonstra-
tions and a civil disobedience campaign encourag-
ing civil servants to walk off the job since the Feb 1 
military takeover. Yesterday’s crackdown followed a 
similar wave of violent action against angry but 
largely peaceful anti-coup rallies around the coun-
try a day earlier. 

Several journalists documenting Saturday’s 
assaults by security forces were detained, includ-
ing an Associated Press photographer in Yangon. 
Human Rights Watch said medical volunteers 
helping to treat wounded protesters were also 
being targeted for arrest by security forces. More 
than 850 people have been arrested, charged or 
sentenced since the coup, according to the 
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners 
monitoring group. 

But the weekend crackdown was expected to 
raise that number dramatically, with state newspa-
pers reporting 479 arrests on Saturday alone. 
International condemnation of the military regime 
has been fierce, with the United States, European 
Union and others denouncing violence against pro-
testers. “We are heartbroken to see the loss of so 
many lives in Myanmar. People should not face vio-
lence for expressing dissent against the military 
coup. Targeting of civilians is abhorrent,” the US 
Embassy in Yangon tweeted. 

Suu Kyi has not been seen in public since she 
was taken into custody during predawn raids in the 
capital Naypyidaw. A court hearing will be held 
today for the ousted leader, who faces obscure 
charges for possession of unregistered walkie-
talkies and violating coronavirus restrictions on 
public gatherings. 

But her lawyer Khin Maung Zaw told AFP he had 
still been unable to meet with Suu Kyi ahead of the 
hearing. “As a lawyer, I put my trust in the court,” he 
said. “But in this period of time anything can hap-
pen.” State media announced Saturday that the jun-
ta had sacked the country’s United Nations envoy, 
who gave an impassioned plea for help on behalf of 
Myanmar’s ousted civilian government. — AFP 

Bloodiest day  
of protests...


