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News in brief

Amir congratulates citizens,  
residents on national days 

Crown Prince thanks citizens, residents for sharing joy of national days 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah yesterday congratulated 
nationals and residents on the 
60th anniversary of National Day 
and the 30th anniversary of 
Liberation Day. HH the Amir 
appreciated the atmosphere of 
joy shown by citizens on these 
two dear occasions. The Amir also 
expressed gratitude to the high 
national spirit that embodied loy-
alty of the citizens to the dear 
homeland and highlighted the 
unified Kuwaiti family.  

HH the Amir recalled the 
founding fathers’ efforts for the 
dear homeland and the late Amir 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah’s great and honorable 
endeavors and achievements for 
the dear country and citizens. In 
addition, HH the Amir recalled the 
late Amir’s role in confronting the 
brutal Iraqi invasion that will 
remain in citizens’ memory, and 
the country’s martyrs, prisoners 
and missing persons who sacri-
ficed their souls for the dear 
homeland.  

Sheikh Nawaf urged nationals 
to feel the blessing of the libera-
tion of the country, which enjoys 
security and tranquility, pointing 
to love of the state’s people to 
harness all capabilities and efforts 

to revive the dear homeland. He 
also extolled coverage of the two 

occasions by official and private 
media outlets. 

 HH the Amir greeted the lead-
ers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and Arab and friendly 
countries for sharing Kuwait’s joy 
during its national days. The Amir 
commended these noble senti-
ments, praying to Allah to pre-
serve the country and maintain its 
security, stability and prosperity. 
He also wished success for every-
one in serving the country and 
upgrading its status.  

Meanwhile, HH the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah thanked citi-
zens and residents yesterday for 
their sentiments during the cele-
brations of Kuwait’s 60th 

National Day and 30th Liberation 
Day. Sharing Kuwait’s national 
days reflects the “spirit of the 
Kuwaiti family”, HH the Crown 
Prince said, citing cables, phone 
calls and all expressions of joy.  

Sheikh Mishal recalled with 
pride Kuwait martyrs who sacri-
ficed their lives for Kuwait, pray-
ing to Allah the Almighty to 
bestow blessings upon them. He 
also prayed to Allah the Almighty 
to return this occasion with 
Kuwait enjoying further security 
and prosperity under the leader-
ship of HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. — KUNA  

HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Mahboula gambling den busted 
 
KUWAIT: Detectives raided a flat where gam-
bling was taking place in Mahboula and arrested 
29 suspects, including 19 Arab and Asian women, 
the largest gambling den busted in the country. A 
security source said the mastermind and main 
suspect is a Filipino, adding that based on tips, a 
warrant was obtained and the flat was raided. 
The source said detectives found KD 5,000, in 
addition to display screens and other tools used 
in this international activity. — Al-Qabas

Jordan ministers sacked  
 
AMMAN: Jordan’s interior and justice minis-
ters were sacked yesterday for breaching health 
regulations to stem the spread of coronavirus, 
with their replacements named by royal decree. 
The Jordanian news website Ammon claimed 
interior minister Samir Mobaideen and justice 
minister Bassam Talhuni had attended a dinner 
in a restaurant in Amman with a total of nine 
people, when the law allowed a maximum of six. 
Tawfiq Krishan, deputy prime minister and in 
charge of local administration, was appointed 
as the new interior minister. Ahmed Ziyadat, 
state secretary for legal affairs, was named as 
justice minister.— AFP

Vatican envoy COVID positive 
 
BAGHDAD: The Vatican’s ambassador to Iraq 
Mitja Leskovar has tested positive for COVID-19, 
two officials told AFP yesterday, just days before 
Pope Francis’ historic visit. “Yes, he tested posi-
tive, but it will have no impact on the visit,” an 
Iraqi official involved in the papal plans said. An 
Italian diplomat also confirmed the infection. As 
apostolic nuncio to Baghdad, Leskovar had been 
travelling across the country in recent weeks to 
prepare for the pope’s ambitious visit. — AFP 

Orban receives Chinese jab 
 
BUDAPEST: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban was vaccinated with a Chinese-made jab 
days after Hungary became the first EU member 
to use the vaccine, which has not been approved 
by EU regulators. “I am vaccinated,” said a post 
on Orban’s official Facebook page alongside 
photographs and a video showing him receiving 
a jab from a medical assistant holding a 
Sinopharm box. President Janos Ader also 
received a Sinopharm shot Friday. — AFP 

DUBAI: This picture taken yesterday shows the Israeli-owned Bahamian-flagged MV Helios Ray cargo ship 
docked at Mina Rashid cruise terminal. — AFP 

TEHRAN: The “resistance axis” of Tehran and its 
regional allies may have been behind an explosion 
that hit an Israeli-owned “spy” vessel four days 
ago, an ultraconservative Iranian newspaper said 
yesterday. The MV Helios Ray, a vehicle carrier, 
was travelling from the Saudi port of Dammam to 
Singapore when the blast occurred on Thursday, 
according to the London-based Dryad Global mar-
itime security group. 

Citing unnamed “military experts”, Kayhan, Iran’s 
leading ultraconservative daily, wrote in a front-
page report that “the targeted ship in the Gulf of 
Oman is a military ship belonging to the Israeli 
army”. It was “gathering information about the 
(Arabian) Gulf and the Sea of Oman” when it was 
targeted, the newspaper said.  
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Iran seen  
behind Israel  
ship blast

TEHRAN: Iran’s coronavirus fatalities broke the 
60,000 mark yesterday, official figures showed, as the 
Islamic republic battles the Middle East’s worst out-
break of the illness. The grim milestone comes after 
several Iranian officials, including President Hassan 
Rouhani, warned of a COVID-19 “fourth wave” with 
cases rising in certain areas of the country. 

“Sadly in the past 24 hours, 93 people lost their 
lives to COVID-19, and total deaths from this dis-
ease reached 60,073,” health ministry spokes-
woman Sima Sadat Lari  said in a televised 
address. Iran has registered a total of 1,631,169 
infections, according to the ministry. But some 
officials - including Health Minister Saeed Namaki 
- have admitted in the past that the actual num-
bers are likely higher than the official figures. 

“We have to observe (virus) restrictions proba-
bly for months, and maybe for the whole of the 
next year,” President Rouhani said at the country’s 
weekly COVID-19 taskforce meeting on Saturday. 
He called on citizens to better observe health pro-
tocols in the new Iranian year starting on March 

21, saying Iran will face a “more difficult” situation 
over the next year by having to battle “mutated 
strains of the virus”. 

The coronavirus taskforce spokesman Alireza 
Raisi on Friday said that Iran is “very concerned” 
about the more contagious British variant of the 
virus, which has already “circulated in the coun-
try”. “We have identified 112 people infected with 
the British variant in the country, eight of whom 
have died,” he said, according to the health min-
istry. He noted that the variant was seen in many 
provinces including the capital Tehran, and the 
virus’  new focal point in the southwest, 
Khuzestan. 
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YANGON: Protesters run after police fired tear gas to disperse them during a 
demonstration against the military coup yesterday. — AFP 

YANGON: Myanmar security forces 
opened fire on protestors yesterday, 
killing at least eight in the bloodiest 
action so far to smother opposition to 
the military coup four weeks ago. The 
junta is battling to contain a massive 
street movement demanding it yield 
power and release ousted civilian 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who was 
detained along with top political allies 
at the start of the month. 

Yesterday brought a significant 
escalation in force, with fatal shoot-

ings of protesters in at least four cities 
around the country, as police and sol-
diers attempted to bring the civil a 
campaign to heel. The United Nations 
condemned the deadly crackdown, 
saying it had received credible infor-
mation that as many as 18 people may 
have been killed. 

“We strongly condemn the escalat-
ing violence against protests in 
Myanmar and call on the military to 
immediately halt the use of force 
against peaceful protesters,” Ravina 
Shamdasani, spokeswoman for the 
UN human rights office, said. AFP 
could not independently confirm the 
UN toll. Three men were killed and at 
least 20 others injured when security 
forces moved on a rally in the south-
ern coastal hub of Dawei. 
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