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BUCHAREST: Switzerland defeated world champions
France 5-4 on penalties in the last 16 of Euro 2020 on
Monday as Kylian Mbappe missed the decisive spot-
kick in the shootout following a thrilling 3-3 draw in
Bucharest. Mario Gavranovic equalized in the 90th
minute as Switzerland came from two goals down
before Yann Sommer saved Mbappe’s penalty to book

Switzerland a quarter-final clash against Spain. “It was
an incredible evening. I am so proud of the team,” said
goalkeeper Sommer. “At 3-1 nobody believed in us
anymore, but before the match we said we’ll fight until
the end whatever happens.”

Haris Seferovic had given Vladimir Petkovic’s
Switzerland a shock lead on 15 minutes but Ricardo
Rodriguez’s spot-kick was brilliantly saved by Hugo
Lloris early in the second half. Karim Benzema,
recalled to the France squad for the tournament after a
five-and-a-half-year international exile, then struck a
quick-fire double to put the Euro 2016 finalists back
on track. Paul Pogba’s sensational curling effort made it
3-1, but Switzerland forced extra time as Seferovic

grabbed his second of the game before Gavranovic
levelled in the final minute. Switzerland converted all
five of their penalties before Sommer dived to his right
to turn away Mbappe’s kick, as the Swiss won a major
tournament knockout tie for first time in 83 years.

“The two goals came very quickly after the missed
penalty. For normal players it’s almost impossible to

come back from, but today we were a great team and
everyone gave it everything,” said Petkovic. Lloris
conceded France paid the price for failing to hold on
to their two-goal lead.

“It’s painful, even more so after a penalty shootout
where it becomes a lottery,” said Lloris. “The only
regret we can have is that at 3-1 we need to manage
the match better. We’ve been able to close it out in the
past few years.”

France coach Didier Deschamps controversially
switched to a 3-4-1-2 formation designed to extract
the best from his attacking trio of Benzema, Mbappe
and Antoine Griezmann, but it was instead Seferovic
who gave the Swiss a surprise lead.

Steven Zuber used the space afforded by
Rodriguez’s overlapping run, clipping in a left-wing
cross that Seferovic headed past Lloris after rising all
too easily above Clement Lenglet. After a dismal first
half, in which France failed to test Sommer, Deschamps
ditched the experiment of three at the back, hauling off
Lenglet and introducing Kingsley Coman while revert-
ing to a more familiar 4-4-2.

Lloris saves penalty
But France were indebted to Lloris for sparing them

from further trouble after a lung-busting run from
Zuber eventually resulted in a penalty for the Swiss
when he was brought down by Benjamin Pavard.
Argentine referee Fernando Rapallini immediately
pointed to the spot following a VAR review, but Lloris
flung himself to his right to claw away Rodriguez’s
attempt — the seventh missed penalty of 15 taken at
the tournament.

The momentum soon swung sharply in France’s
favour as Benzema, scorer of both goals in the 2-2
draw with Portugal in the group phase, superbly
dragged a pass from Mbappe into his stride, lifting
over Sommer to level.

The Real Madrid striker headed France in front two
minutes later when Griezmann’s dinked effort was
turned away by Sommer but only to a waiting
Benzema who headed in from point-blank range.
Pogba’s magnificent 25-yard strike had France on the
cusp of the last eight, but Seferovic powered in a ter-
rific delivery from substitute Kevin Mbabu with nine
minutes left to give the Swiss hope.

Gavranovic then had a goal ruled out for offside,
but there was no doubting his last-minute equaliser as
he skipped past Presnel Kimpembe and drove low
beyond Lloris. Remarkably, Coman nearly won the
game with the final kick, rattling the crossbar right at
the end of injury time.

An ailing Benzema was withdrawn at the start of
extra time for Olivier Giroud, moments before
Sommer tipped over superbly to deny Pavard. Pogba
released Mbappe with a piercing pass through the
Swiss defence but the Paris Saint-Germain forward
sliced wide, with Sommer flying to his right to grasp
Giroud’s header before his penalty heroics, which
came at the expense of the star of France’s World Cup
triumph in 2018. — AFP

BUCHAREST: Switzerland’s goalkeeper Yann Sommer saves a penalty by France’s forward Kylian Mbappe during the Euro
2020 round of 16 football match between France and Switzerland at the National Arena in Bucharest on Monday. — AFP

LYON: France’s supporters react during the broadcast of the Euro 2020 round of 16 football match between France and
Switzerland in a fan zone set up at the Gerland stadium in Gerland near Lyon, on Monday. — AFP

Mbappe the culprit as Switzerland
stun France on penalties

BUCHAREST: France’s coach Didier Deschamps greets sup-
porters after their loss to Switzerland on Monday. — AFP

COPENHAGEN: Spain’s forward Alvaro Morata celebrates
after scoring his team’s fourth goal during the Euro 2020
round of 16 football match between Croatia and Spain at the
Parken Stadium in Copenhagen on Monday. — AFP

BUCHAREST: Euro 2020 was supposed to be the
next step on Kylian Mbappe’s path to greatness and
France’s golden chance to become world and
European champions, only for their campaign to end
with a painful failure in a penalty shoot-out.

A defeat on penalties by Switzerland, with
Mbappe having the decisive spot-kick saved, after a
remarkable 3-3 draw in the last 16 saw France
become the first World Cup holders to fail to reach
the Euro quarter-finals since Italy did not qualify for
the tournament in 1984. The recall of the exiled Karim
Benzema had appeared to further strengthen the
team who lifted football’s biggest prize three years
ago, but Didier Deschamps’ men never managed to
hit those heights again.

Questions will be asked in France of why a team
boasting a plethora of attacking talent were unable to
beat Hungary and Switzerland, with Deschamps’ tac-
tics, Mbappe’s lack of goals and a shaky defence sure
to be under the microscope. “It’s very difficult to
move on from this,” Mbappe said on social media.
“There’s an immense sadness after this elimination.”

But France and Mbappe will have to quickly for-
get their defeat and ensure the mistakes which cost
them in Bucharest are not repeated at the 2022
World Cup in Qatar. The pre-tournament favorites
at Euro 2020 can claim they were still unbeaten,
barring penalties, and their World Cup title defense
is just 17 months away.

Mbappe burst onto the international scene in
Russia in 2018, scoring four goals and becoming the
first teenager to net in the World Cup final since Pele
60 years earlier. But he endured a frustrating
European championship, starting with a disallowed
goal and ending with Switzerland goalkeeper Yann
Sommer’s save from what proved to be France’s last
kick. “I’m sorry for the penalty. I wanted to help the
team but I failed,” said the 22-year-old. “It will be dif-
ficult to find sleep tonight but unfortunately those are
the risks of this sport that I love so much.”

Despite going four games without a goal, Mbappe
was a threat throughout the tournament, only to be
let down by his finishing, usually so deadly. A failure
to stay onside denied him a brilliant individual goal in
the opening 1-0 group phase win over Germany,
before he missed two big chances in extra time
against the Swiss. Still hobbling after pulling up fol-
lowing a poor left-footed shot wide, the Paris Saint-
Germain star then saw his spot-kick saved. But
Deschamps, whose contract runs until the end of the
World Cup, was quick to defend his young striker.

“A lot was expected of Kylian,” he said. “Even
though he didn’t score, he often played a decisive
role. He took the responsibility to take the last
penalty and no-one is angry at him. In the changing
room, no one was more to blame than anyone else.
Kylian has taken responsibility, he feels guilty but he
shouldn’t.”—AFP

Deschamps’ 
job ‘safe’
PARIS: French football federation president Noel Le
Graet said yesterday he “doesn’t think” that France’s
early exit from Euro 2020 will affect Didier
Deschamps’ future, but that he would talk with the
coach. Le Graet was asked at the general assembly of
the French Olympic committee if France’s shock last-16
loss on penalties to Switzerland would put Deschamps’
job under threat. “No, I don’t think so,” he said. “We
mustn’t muddle things. We’ll need to talk.” Deschamps’
contract runs until the end of the 2022 World Cup in
Qatar, where France will defend their title. “I have a lot
of affection for him,” Le Graet added. “I know the diffi-
culties of football. It comes down to so few things.”
France’s bid to add the European crown to their 2018
World Cup triumph was ended after a dramatic 3-3
draw on Monday in which the Swiss fought back from
3-1 down with less than 10 minutes remaining. “At 3-1 I
thought it was won,” said Le Graet. “I’m obviously very
disappointed. “Not to reach the quarters is a disap-
pointment. That said, it’s the vagaries of football,
everyone will tell you that.”  — AFP 

Morata wins
redemption in Euro
2020 quarters
COPENHAGEN: Alvaro Morata earned redemption
with a key role in Spain’s dramatic passage to the Euro
2020 quarter-finals after a difficult time with the
national team which led to fans savaging him and his
family with abuse.

Juventus forward Morata lashed home a brilliant
goal in the 100th minute of an epic match at the Parken
Stadium in Copenhagen to put Spain 4-3 ahead after
La Roja had thrown away a two-goal lead in the final
seven minutes of normal time.

Morata calmed Spanish nerves with the sort of
composure which he had lacked in the tournament up
to that point, cushioning Dani Olmo’s cross with his
right foot before arrowing in a left-footed shot that
Croatia goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic could barely
see, let alone save. Mikel Oyarzabal made sure of the
win that Spain’s performance deserved three minutes
later but it was Morata who coach Luis Enrique singled
out for plaudits after the match.

“I’ve been telling you this for months, we do not
depend on a single player to score goals,” Luis Enrique
told reporters after the match. “I don’t think there is a
single coach in the world who wouldn’t admire or heap
praise on a player like Alvaro Morata.”

Morata raised his fist to the Spain fans gathered in
the southern corner of the Parken and was greeted by
rapturous applause, a stark contrast to the abuse he
received after his side’s 1-1 draw with Poland which he
said he had kept him up for nine hours in the night.

Spain coach Luis Enrique, who said on Sunday that
the police should investigate the abuse, was full of
praise for the center-forward’s qualities. “He is able to
give you superiority, he can defend as if he were a cen-
ter-back, he dominates in the air, he scores goals and
he is physically powerful,” he said. “We should be
grateful that he is Spanish and that we have Alvaro in
our team.” Spain will now face Switzerland in the last
eight in Saint Petersburg after France’s shock exit on
penalties, giving Spain a theoretically easier path to the
final. However they will need to cut out the silly mis-
takes if they are to get past the Swiss, who showed on
Monday that they are as capable as Croatia at punish-
ing complacency. —AFP

Czechs frustrated by
Baku trip for
Denmark quarter-final
PRAGUE: The Czech Republic expect a tough Euro
2020 quarter-final against Denmark this weekend,
but they are more concerned about the trip to Baku
that will likely discourage many fans from attending
the game. The Czechs got a taste of what post-
COVID football may be like when they beat the
Netherlands 2-0 in Budapest on Sunday in a packed
stadium including 7,000 Czech fans. But it will be
far more difficult for supporters to travel to the
Azerbaijani capital for Saturday’s last-eight tie.

“I don’t understand this and I haven’t got over it
yet,” midfielder Antonin Barak told reporters yester-
day. “We won’t be able to get our fans and our fami-
lies there. If  we played in Copenhagen, they
(Denmark) would be at home but we could still get
lots of Czech fans there.”

Their support in the group stage was reduced
to just handfuls of fans due to COVID restrictions
in Britain where they played all  three games.
“Concerning Baku, we are terribly sorry because
in Budapest we experienced a real Euro atmos-
phere for the first time,” said assistant coach Jiri
Chytry, slamming the “unfortunate decision”. “We
think the fans would deserve more than just this
one opportunity,” he added. The Czech foreign
ministry has slapped the dark red COVID label of
a very high-risk country on Azerbaijan. Czechs
entering Azerbaijan will need a visa and have to
present a negative PCR test together with proof of
complete vaccination or immunity upon arrival, the
ministry says.

The shortest plane trip available between Prague
and Baku before the game takes nine hours with a
change in Istanbul. Travellers will need another neg-
ative PCR test to get back to the Czech Republic. “It
must be quite a thinker who came up with this. It’s a
tragedy,” Czech forward Patrik Schick said after the
Netherlands game. Chytry said there were more
complications linked to the Baku trip. “We will fly
this distance knowing that there are only three days
between this game and the semi-final,” he said, with
the winner of the Baku game due to play the semi-
final at Wembley on July 7. But Barak, Schick and
Chytry have all agreed there is little they can do.
“We have to focus on the game, whatever the condi-
tions are,” said Barak. “It will be the same for the
Danes, it’s even farther for them, so it doesn’t make
sense to clog up your head with this.” — AFP

France desperate to move on from
‘immense sadness’ of Euro exit

Berlin urges UK
to reduce Euro
crowd sizes
BERLIN: German Interior Minister Horst Seehofer
yesterday urged the British government to reduce the
number of fans allowed into Wembley stadium for the
final Euro 2020 matches, as fears grow over the
spread of the Delta variant.

“I think it’s irresponsible for tens of thousands to
gather in close proximity” in countries where the

“highly contagious” Delta variant is spreading,
Seehofer told Germany’s Augsburger Allgemeine
newspaper. The appeal came just hours before a last-
16 clash between England and longtime rivals
Germany at London’s Wembley stadium. UEFA and
the British authorities have said some 45,000 sup-
porters would be allowed to attend the game, equiva-
lent to 50 percent of capacity.

Attendance will be increased to 75 percent of
capacity, or more than 60,000 fans, for the semi-
finals and final at Wembley, in what will be the largest
crowds at a sports event in Britain since the start of
the pandemic. In Germany, where Munich’s Allianz
Arena has hosted several Euro 2020 matches, the
capacity cap has been set at a strict 20 percent-or
around 14,000 spectators.

Seehofer said the 20-percent rule could serve as
“a benchmark” to other Euro 2020 venues as well.
Britain is experiencing a surge in new coronavirus
cases blamed on the Delta variant that was first
detected in India.

Germany has designated Britain as a virus variant
risk area, meaning only German nationals or residents
are allowed to enter from the UK, barring a few
exceptions. All UK arrivals, including vaccinated peo-
ple, have to quarantine for 14 days once in Germany.

Strict travel curbs imposed by both countries are
expected to dissuade many German fans from making
the trip to England. Chancellor Angela Merkel has in
recent days repeatedly expressed concern about the
Euro championship fuelling the spread of the Delta
variant on the continent.—AFP


