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News in brief
KFA calls for General Assembly

KUWAIT: Kuwait Football Association (KFA)
called yesterday on local clubs for a General
Assembly meeting on August 9 to discuss pro-
posals submitted by FIFA and members to
amend the statute to pave way for early elec-
tions. KFA, in a tweet, said the General Assembly
meeting would also discuss resignations by some
board members. It added the clubs would also
discuss the financial and administrative state-
ments of 2018-20. Meanwhile, KFA said it would
hold on July 6 a ceremony to honor national team
captain Bader Al-Mutawa for playing 185 inter-
national games, the most worldwide. — KUNA

Tour de France riders strike

FOUGERES: Riders at the Tour de France
staged a symbolic protest yesterday to back up a
call for safer stage finishes and road security
after a series of pile-ups marred the opening
days of the 21-day bike race. Shortly after the
start of the 150-kilometre flat run from Redon to
Fougeres the entire peloton came to a stop for a
brief period, before setting off again at a leisure-
ly pace. Monday’s stage featured four serious
falls with Australian sprinter Caleb Ewan pulling
out after breaking his collarbone in four places,
former champion Geraint Thomas dislocating his
shoulder and 2020 runner-up Primoz Roglic
ending his day covered in grazes. The falls follow
Saturday’s opening day where there were two
other falls, the first caused by a roadside specta-
tor with over half the peloton coming down in a
spectacular domino effect. — AFP

Wawrinka drops of Olympics

PARIS: Former Olympic Games gold medalist
Stan Wawrinka yesterday joined the growing list
of players withdrawing from the Tokyo Olympics.
Three-time Grand Slam title winner Wawrinka,
who won an Olympic title in men’s doubles
alongside Roger Federer at Beijing in 2008, has
undergone surgery on his left foot. The 36-year-
old hasn’t played on the tour since Doha in
March. “He is very disappointed not to be able to
play in the Games and represent Switzerland in
Tokyo,” said a statement by his management
team. “But he is working hard on his recovery
and towards his goal of getting back on court as
soon as possible.” Wawrinka joins Rafael Nadal,
Serena Williams, Simona Halep and Dominic
Thiem in withdrawing from the Games which
start in Tokyo on July 23. — AFP

Fernandinho signs extension

LONDON: Manchester City captain
Fernandinho has signed a one-year contract
extension at the Premier League champions, say-
ing he has unfinished business at the club. The
deal keeps the 36-year-old Brazilian at the
Etihad Stadium until 2022 and he is targeting
another shot at the Champions League after City
lost to Chelsea in their first final in the competi-
tion last month. “In my head and my mind, the job
is not done yet and so that’s why I decided to
stay here another year and try to help the team
and the club to achieve the goals that they’re
looking for,” said Fernandinho. Fernandinho
joined City from Shakhtar Donetsk in 2013 and
has made 350 appearances and won 12 domestic
trophies during that time. — AFP 

Nice appoint new coach

NICE: Christophe Galtier, who led Lille to the
Ligue 1 title in France in May, has taken over as
coach of Nice, the Riviera club’s owners Ineos
announced on Monday. “OGC Nice is pleased to
confirm the appointment of Christophe Galtier as
new head coach, with immediate effect,” wrote
Ineos in a press release. Galtier, 54, took over as
coach of Lille in December 2017 and, against the
odds, led them to the Ligue 1 title last month. Just
days after securing the title, he announced his
desire to leave the northern club and find a new
challenge, in spite of having another year left on
his contract. He was linked with both Lyon and
Napoli but Nice was the favorite for the
Marseille-born coach. — AFP

Bournemouth hire Parker

LONDON: Bournemouth hired Scott Parker as
their new manager after he left Championship
rivals Fulham earlier on Monday. Parker quit as
Fulham boss after reportedly losing faith with the
club’s owners following the Cottagers’ relegation
from the Premier League this season. The 40-
year-old was announced as Bournemouth’s new
boss less than four hours after leaving Craven
Cottage. Bournemouth had announced on
Sunday that Jonathan Woodgate would step
down as manager when his contract expires at
the end of June. Woodgate was unable to lead
Bournemouth to promotion this season, with the
Cherries losing to Brentford in the play-off semi-
finals. — AFP

CUIABA: Lionel Messi celebrated his record 148th
international cap with two goals as Argentina
trounced Bolivia 4-1 to clinch top spot in Copa
America Group A on Monday. Messi — who had
equalled Javier Mascherano’s Argentinian caps
record of 147 last week — marked his 148th appear-
ance in style, setting up the opening goal before bag-
ging a brace of his own.

The victory at Cuiaba’s Arena Pantanal stadium
sees Argentina advance to a quarter-final on Saturday
against Ecuador, the fourth placed finishers from
Group B. Bolivia, who had already been eliminated
after three defeats in their opening three games, were
outclassed from the outset by a rampant Argentina.

The Argentines almost took the lead after three
minutes, only for Bolivia goalkeeper Carlos Lampe
to pull off a remarkable double save from Sergio
Aguero and Angel Correa in quick succession. But
Argentina did not have to wait long for the break-
through, when Messi’s delightful chipped pass
released Papu Gomez who volleyed past Lampe to
make it 1-0 after six minutes.

Argentina doubled their lead on 33 minutes when
Gomez was brought down in the area by Bolivia’s
Diego Bejarano. Messi duly stepped up to convert
the penalty to put Argentina firmly in control.
Bolivia got their first shot on goal shortly after-
wards, Jeyson Chura’s ferocious long-range effort
forcing Argentina goalkeeper Franco Armani into a
diving save at full stretch.

But Argentina reasserted their dominance and it
was Messi who made it 3-0, latching on to a clever
lofted pass from new Barcelona team-mate Aguero

and lobbing a cheeky finish over the advancing Lampe.
Bolivia pulled a goal back in the 60th minute with a

cleverly worked move, Chura’s deft back heel releasing
Leonel Justiniano down the right flanke who crossed
for Erwin Saavedra to score. Argentina responded
swiftly though, substitute Lautaro Martinez tapping in
from close range in the 65th minute just two minutes
after coming on for Aguero. In Monday’s other Group

A game, Uruguay clinched second place in the table
after downing Paraguay 1-0 in Rio de Janeiro. Edinson
Cavani’s first half spot kick proved decisive for ‘La
Celeste’, sending Uruguay into a quarter-final against
Colombia on Saturday. Paraguay finished third and will
now play Peru on Friday. Chile, who finished fourth in
Group A, face a daunting task against hosts Brazil on
Friday. — AFP

Messi at the double as Argentina
trounce Bolivia in Copa America

CUIABA: Argentina’s Lautaro Martinez celebrates with Lionel Messi after scoring against Bolivia during the Conmebol
Copa America 2021 football tournament group phase match, at the Arena Pantanal Stadium in Cuiaba, Brazil, on
Monday. — AFP

Maradona’s doctor
‘not in charge’ of
icon’s final days
BUENOS AIRES: Diego Maradona’s personal
physician denied through his lawyer Monday any
responsibility for the football icon’s death, in which he
and six other health care workers are being investi-
gated for manslaughter, and requested a new medical
board be assigned to the case. Neurosurgeon
Leopoldo Luque, 39, appeared before Buenos Aires
prosecutors to answer to claims that he and other
caregivers had neglected Maradona in his final days,
precipitating his death.

“Luque has nothing to feel guilty for,” the doctor’s
defense attorney Julio Rivas said at the end of
Monday’s hearing near Buenos Aires. “What he said
was simply that he was always concerned with
Maradona’s health, and every time he was called for
any issue, he went and helped him. He was his family
doctor, but not in charge of his home care.”

Maradona, 60, was found dead in bed last
November, two weeks after the surgery, in a rented
house in an exclusive Buenos Aires neighborhood to
where he was brought after being discharged from
hospital. He was found to have died of a heart attack.
“I see no responsibility either in Agustina or in Leo”
for Maradona’s death, Rivas said of Luque and co-
accused psychiatrist Agustina Cosachov, 36.
According to Luque’s lawyers, two private health
care companies bear that responsibility. But other
members of the team have said the duo was in charge
of the retired footballer’s care.

‘Agonizing’ end
A panel of 20 medical experts convened by

Argentina’s public prosecutor said last month that
Maradona’s treatment was rife with “deficiencies and
irregularities.” But Luque’s lawyers took issue with
the report Monday and insisted there were no clinical
studies that indicated heart problems for Maradona
before his death.

Four checkups between 2019 and 2020 that

included cardiology testing were “perfect,” Rivas
said, as Luque asked for a new medical review board
for the case. The 20-member panel concluded the
footballer “would have had a better chance of sur-
vival” with adequate treatment in an appropriate
medical facility.

The board found the team had provided inade-
quate care and abandoned the idolized player to his
fate for a “prolonged, agonizing period.” A judge will
next decide whether to order a trial, in a process that
could take years. The suspects risk between eight and
25 years in jail if found guilty. An investigation was
opened following a complaint filed by two of
Maradona’s five children against Luque, whom they
blame for their father’s deterioration after the opera-
tion. Luque, who has described the sporting legend
as a friend, arrived at the prosecutor’s office in San
Isidro, Buenos Aires, in a dark suit and tie and dark
glasses an hour before the hearing Monday. His ques-
tioning closes a two-week process of interrogation.
He and the other six have appeared one by one to
defend themselves against the accusations.

‘I did my best’
Luque, 39, has repeatedly denied guilt and recent-

ly said, “I’m proud of what I did” to assist the patient,
denying he had abandoned him. “I did my best. I
offered Diego everything I could: some things he
accepted, others not,” he said in a recent interview.
The doctor said Maradona had been depressed in his
final days. “I know that the (coronavirus) quarantine
hit him very hard,” Luque has said.

Maradona appeared in public on October 30 last
year at an event to mark his 60th birthday, visibly
weakened and appearing to be having difficulty
speaking and walking. Luque ordered him hospital-
ized, which is when the blood clot was discovered.

Discharged from hospital after surgery, Maradona
was confined to home care, but some of his medical
team have told prosecutors the house lacked medical
equipment. Last week, a lawyer for co-accused nurse
Dahiana Madrid, 36, said the medical team leaders
had “killed Diego.” “In the end, there were many
warning signs that Maradona was going to die, give
or take a day. And none of the doctors did anything
to prevent it,” attorney Rodolfo Baque said at the
time. —AFP

Murray gives Brits a lift
with first Wimbledon
singles win since 2017
LONDON: Two-time champion Andy Murray won his
first Wimbledon singles match since 2017 on Monday
with a four-set triumph over Nikoloz Basilashvili and
hailed the Centre Court crowd which carried him to
victory. Murray, the champion in 2013 and 2016 but
who has fought a long battle with hip and groin
injuries in recent years, triumphed 6-4, 6-3, 5-7, 6-3
over the 24th seeded Basilashvili.

“It has been extremely tough, even in the last few
months,” said 34-year-old Murray. “It was not the
most serious of injuries but it was frustrating not to be
able to get on the court. I have had so little momentum
over the last few years but kept on going to the gym
and trying to get back to do it again.”

Now ranked a lowly 118 in the world, former num-
ber one Murray will face either Oscar Otte of Germany
or France’s Arthur Rinderknech for a place in the last
32. His last appearance in the singles tournament at
Wimbledon four years ago ended in a five-set loss to
Sam Querrey in the quarter-finals.

A long-standing hip problem, which required sur-
gery, then pushed him tearfully to the brink of retire-
ment. It was a roller-coaster evening for Murray who
let slip a 5-0 lead and two match points in the third
set. That led to a delay in proceedings to allow for the
Centre Court roof to close. But Murray broke in the
first game of the fourth set to send him on his way to
victory.

“There was some fatigue there and I was just trying
to just sort of not get too amped up or too hyped up,”
he said. “The crowd definitely were into it. I think peo-
ple are just desperate to be out watching sports or
going to the theatre, whatever — people just want to
go out and do stuff and have a good time. I realized
the last 18 months not to take moments like that for
granted. You know, enjoy those things that we love
doing. I think everyone was into it today. It was a real-
ly good atmosphere, and it didn’t feel like the crowd
was half full.” Wimbledon, which was cancelled last
year, is operating at just 50 percent capacity until the
finals weekend when 15,000 people can attend the
championship matches. Three-time major winner and
back-to-back Olympic gold medalist Murray said he
intends to keep playing.—AFP

T20 World Cup
moved to UAE,
Oman, ICC confirms
NEW DELHI: The Twenty20 World Cup has been
shifted to the United Arab Emirates and Oman due to
the coronavirus situation in India, cricket’s world body
confirmed yesterday. The tournament was originally
meant to happen in India but the country is emerging
from a COVID-19 surge in April and May and experts
fear a new wave of cases later this year.

“Our priority is to deliver the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup 2021 safely, in full and in its current
window,” said Geoff Allardice, acting chief execu-
tive of the International Cricket Council. “Whilst we
are incredibly disappointed not to be hosting the
event in India, the decision gives us the certainty
we need to stage the event in a country that is a
proven international host of multi-team events in a
bio-secure environment.”

The Board of Control for Cricket in India had
already said on Monday the tournament would be
shifted. The event will take place from 17 October to 14
November. It will be held across four venues — the
Dubai International Stadium, the Sheikh Zayed
Stadium in Abu Dhabi, the Sharjah Stadium, and the

Oman Cricket Academy Ground. The ICC had given
the BCCI a deadline of the end of June to decide the
host country for T20’s showpiece event due to the high
number of COVID-19 cases in India. The BCCI had
already moved the suspended Indian Premier League
to the UAE in September-October after the T20 tour-
nament was halted on May 4 due to a number of play-
ers and team officials being infected with COVID.

At the time India was experiencing a massive
surge in COVID-19 cases that overwhelmed the
health system in many places, and much of the
country was under lockdown. India, home to 1.3 bil-
lion people, has eased many lockdown restrictions in
recent weeks following a sharp fall in the number of
new infections.—AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Andy Murray celebrates winning
against Georgia’s Nikoloz Basilashvili during their men’s
singles first round match on the first day of the 2021
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club
in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Monday. — AFP

BUENOS AIRES: A person passes by murals painted by artist Marley outside the Diego Armando Maradona stadium in
Buenos Aires on June 22, 2021. — AFP


