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Visitors look at projected paintings and drawings at the Van Gogh exhibit produced by Culturespaces and directed by Gianfranco Iannuzzi, Renato Gatto, and Massimiliano Siccardi, during a preview of the digital exhibition titled
“Infinity des Lumieres” in Dubai, in the United Arab Emirates, on Monday. — AFP photos

Picasso painting
found in Greek
gorge years
after heist

Greece yesterday said it had recov-
ered a Picasso painting personally
donated by the Spanish master to

the Greek people, almost a decade after
it was stolen alongside two other artworks
in an audacious heist at the National
Gallery. “Head of a Woman”, gifted by
Pablo Picasso to Greece in 1949, was
recovered in Keratea, a rural area some
45 kilometres (28 miles) southeast of
Athens, officials told a news conference.
Police said a 49-year-old builder had con-
fessed to stealing the artworks in 2012
and had been arrested. The man said he
had initially hidden them in a home but
had recently stashed them in thick vege-
tation at a local gorge.

‘Great joy and emotion’ 
“Today is a special day, (a day of)

great joy and emotion,” Culture Minister
Lina Mendoni told reporters. Mendoni
said the painting would have been

“impossible” to sell as it had a personal
inscription by Picasso on the back-”For
the Greek people, a tribute by Picasso.”
The artist had given the cubist painting to
the Greek state in recognition of the
country’s resistance to Nazi Germany
during a painful 1941-44 occupation.
“This painting is of particular importance
and sentimental value to the Greek peo-
ple, as it was personally dedicated by the
great painter to the Greek people for their
fight against fascist and Nazi forces,”
Mendoni said.

Another painting stolen in the same
heist in January 2012, ‘Stammer

Windmill’ by Dutch painter Piet Mondrian,
was also found. According to police
sources cited by news agency ANA, the
self-confessed thief had monitored secu-
rity operations at Athens’ National Gallery,
Greece’s largest state art collection, for
six months previously. The heist lasted
just seven minutes. It was originally
believed that two men broke in, cutting
the paintings from their frames. But police
said the suspect likely had no accom-
plices. Greek media reports said police
had brought the builder in for questioning
following surveillance and he confessed,
showing them where he had hidden the
paintings.

The man, who is represented by one
of Greece’s leading criminal lawyers,
reportedly claimed he was an art lover
and did not intend to sell the paintings. A
sketch by 16th-century Italian artist
Guglielmo Caccia, better known as
Moncalvo, was also stolen in the same
robbery. But state television reported it
was damaged in the heist and discarded.

A state report found that the National
Gallery’s security had not been upgraded
for over a decade, with the then police
minister calling safeguards “non-existent”.
Several areas in the museum were out of
range of security cameras, while the
alarms were faulty and prone to ringing
gratuitously. In addition, the gallery had a
reduced security presence at the time
owing to a three-day staff strike.—AFP

This handout photograph taken and released
by the Greek Culture Ministry yesterday shows
a recovered painting of Picasso titled “Head of
a Woman” flanked by a painting by Dutch
painter Piet Mondrian, in Athens. — AFP 

Shoppers and art lovers will soon be
able to step into Van Gogh master-
pieces projected onto walls and

floors in an immersive experience in a
Dubai shopping center. The installation
by French firm Culturespaces is reminis-
cent of “Loving Vincent”, the 2017 drama
chronicling the life of the Dutch post-
impressionist, in which moving images
were created using frames painted on
canvas. The exhibition, which will show-
case digital displays of works from the
Saint-Paul Asylum, Saint-Remy collec-
tion and others including Irises, opens
on July 1 and will run until mid next year.

“Our mission is to make art accessi-
ble to all and to be able to share this
new way of discovering art with as
many people as possible,” Catherine
Oriol, director of Infinity Des Lumieres
at Dubai Mall, told AFP as a pianist
played nearby. The exhibition is in the
mould of the Atelier des Lumieres in
Paris, where classic works are shown
alongside complementary sound and

visual displays. The Dubai Mall exhibi-
tion seeks to “connect visitors directly
to the art”, Oriol said. One of the seven
emirates that make up the United Arab
Emirates, Dubai has in recent years
become a global hub for tourism and
luxury services.

It has sought to remain open to over-
seas visitors even as the coronavirus
pandemic has hammered international
travel. “We hope in the future that we will
be able to create new exhibitions related
to the region, (such as) calligraphy and
poetry,” said Oriol. After an initially strict

lockdown, life in the Gulf emirate-one of
the first destinations to once again wel-
come visitors in July last year-has large-
ly returned to normality, with restaurants,
hotels and beaches open to the public. It
is set to host the six-month World Expo
opening in October, after it was delayed

by a year due to the pandemic.
Culturespaces has opened a number of
digital art exhibitions around the world,
including in France and South Korea,
and is scheduled to launch another in
New York next year. — AFP

‘F9’ leaves rival
films choking
on dust

Universal’s new “F9: The Fast Saga”
not only lapped all other films in
North American theaters this week-

end, it pulverized them with an estimated
take of $70 million, industry watcher
Exhibitor Relations reported Monday.
Confirming the persistent appeal of fast
cars and muscle-bound men, this ninth
installment in the “Fast and Furious” fran-
chise easily became the biggest money-
maker since the COVID-19 pandemic
began, even as one in five US theaters
and most of those in Canada remain
shuttered. Suffice it to say that Vin
Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez and John
Cena have to deal not only with explod-
ing cars, plane crashes and private
armies but also rocket cars, electromag-
netic weapons and ominous satellites.

Coming in second-left far behind in
the dust of “F9”-was Paramount’s “A
Quiet Place Part II,” at $6.2 million for the
three-day weekend. The John Krasinski-
directed horror film, starring his wife
Emily Blunt, has shown staying power,

however. Since its release five weeks
ago it has taken in $136 million domesti-
cally. In third place was “The Hitman’s
Wife’s Bodyguard,” from Lionsgate, at
$4.85 million. The action comedy has
Ryan Reynolds, Samuel L. Jackson and
Salma Hayek reprising their roles from
2017’s “The Hitman’s Bodyguard.” In
fourth, down one spot from last week-
end, was Sony’s family-friendly “Peter
Rabbit 2: The Runaway,” at $4.77 million.
The mixed live-action/animation has
James Corden voicing the title role, with
live performances by Rose Byrne,
Domhnall Gleeson and David Oyelowo.

And again in fifth place was Disney’s
family-friendly origin film “Cruella,” at
$3.8 million. Emma Stone stars as the
pooch-tormenting title villain. So, how
should Hollywood be feeling about its
incipient recovery? “The industry is still
settling” after its 15-month shutdown,
David Gross, who runs movie consulting
firm Franchise Entertainment Research,
told Variety. “The effects of the pandemic
will take time to heal, (but) the new nor-
mal is coming.” Rounding out the top 5
were:
“The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me Do
It” ($3.0 million)
“In the Heights” ($2.2 million)
“Spirit Untamed” ($1.0 million)
“Nobody” ($560,000)
“12 Mighty Orphans” ($555,000) — AFP 


