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News in brief

Summer storms lash Germany 

BERLIN: Heavy rain, giant hailstones and gale-force
winds lashed parts of southern Germany and
Switzerland on Monday night, causing widespread
flooding and tearing off part of the roof of an opera
house. Several road tunnels were flooded and rail serv-
ices were completely suspended in and around the
German city of Stuttgart, according to police and rail
operator Deutsche Bahn. Video footage showed rivers
of water gushing down streets and car windscreens
shattered by huge hailstones. Emergency services
across the southern states of Rheinland-Palatinate and
Baden-Wuerttemberg reported hundreds of calls to
the emergency services to deal with flooded cellars,
fallen trees, landslides and stranded drivers.  —AFP

Romania no-confidence vote

BUCHAREST: Romanian Prime Minister Florin Citu
will face a vote of confidence in parliament yesterday,
with the opposition accusing the pro-EU government
of “leading the country into the abyss”. Ex-banker
Citu and his cabinet were sworn in last December fol-
lowing parliamentary elections in which the Social
Democratic Party (PSD) came first but failed to find
allies to govern, opening the door to Citu’s liberal
PNL-led coalition government. In order to be suc-
cessful, the no-confidence motion must garner 234
votes, a scenario seen as unlikely by analysts. The
PSD and the nationalist AUR party, which back the
motion, have a total of 205 seats.  —AFP

Fresh clashes in Colombia 

BOGOTA:  Anti-government protesters and police
traded blows on Monday in demonstrations across
Colombia that marked two months of unrest in which
more than 60 people have died. Colombia has been
rocked by protests since April, following opposition
to a proposed tax hike that morphed into a mass
movement against the right-wing administration of
President Ivan Duque. The demonstrators demand an
end to police repression and more supportive public
policies to alleviate the economic impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, which has plunged more than
40 percent of the country’s 50 million inhabitants
into poverty.  —AFP

Dutch police seize tons of cocaine 

THE HAGUE: Dutch police yesterday said they had
seized almost three tons of cocaine and millions of
euros in cash on a farm near Amsterdam’s Schiphol
airport, in one of their biggest drug hauls to date. Law
enforcement swooped last Thursday on the property
near the village of De Kwakel, a few kilometres south
of Schiphol, after a long-running probe, arresting a
suspect. A second suspect was stopped later in a car
nearby, police said in a statement. —AFP

Former S Korean mayor jailed 

SEOUL: The former mayor of South Korea’s second-
largest city was jailed for three years yesterday for
sexually harassing two female staffers, the latest such
high-profile conviction in a still patriarchal society.
Oh Keo-don stepped down as mayor of southern
port Busan-a city of 3.5 million that hosts Asia’s
biggest film festival-last year following allegations he
acted inappropriately towards subordinates. Three
months later, Seoul mayor Park Won-soon was found
dead of an apparent suicide after a woman staffer
accused him of sexual harassment. —AFP

WASHINGTON: The United States began ship-
ping 2.5 million doses of Moderna’s COVID vac-
cine to Bangladesh yesterday, a White House offi-
cial told AFP, as the South Asian country confront-
ed a wave of new infections. “Thanks to the US
commitment to playing a leading role in ending the
pandemic everywhere, 2.5 million doses of the
Moderna vaccine wil l  begin to ship to
Bangladesh,” said the official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Illustrating the urgency, delivery is expected to
be completed this week. Bangladesh, which neigh-
bors India, began a severe lockdown on Monday in
response to spiraling infections from the Delta
variant. People are restricted to their homes, with
offices closed, traffic shut down and the security
forces enforcing compliance.

The South Asian country of around 170 million
people recorded nearly 6,000 cases last Friday.
Authorities say that districts near the Indian bor-
der are suffering especially badly, with hospitals in
the cities of Khulna and Rajshahi overwhelmed.
Bangladesh “has a 55 percent week-over-week
increase in cases, driven largely by the Delta vari-
ant,” a White House official said, explaining how
the country made it onto the urgent list.

President Joe Biden has declared the United
States the world’s vaccine “arsenal” in the war on
COVID-19. The role reflects US pharmaceutical
power but also Biden’s emphasis on restoring
Washington’s leadership around the world after
the tempestuous and often chaotic years under
Donald Trump.

US officials deny they are competing in “vac-
cine diplomacy” with authoritarian China and
Russia, which have used nationally produced vac-
cines to fill the supply vacuum in less-developed
regions during the pandemic.

No ‘strings attached’ 
Like many other countries, Bangladesh has des-

perately sought more vaccines and has not been
picky about where they come from. Health minister
Zahid Maleque said in May that the country wants
to buy 50 million doses from China’s Sinopharm. It
also wants to buy five million Sputnik doses, for-
eign minister A K Abdul Momen said after meeting
the Russian ambassador this month.

The White House pointedly said that its vac-
cine shipments-mostly made through the World
Health Organization’s Covax program-come free
in all senses. “We are sharing these doses not to
secure favors or extract concessions. Our vac-
cines do not come with strings attached. We are
doing this with the singular objective of saving
lives,” the official said.

The Biden administration has committed to
donating $2 billion to Covax and also purchasing
500 million Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines for the
African Union and 92 poorer countries. At the
recent G7 summit in Britain, US partners agreed to
donate another 500 million doses.

“Putting an end to this pandemic requires elimi-
nating it around the world,” the White House offi-
cial said. “This is a unique moment in history and it
requires American leadership.”

Additionally, some 80 million doses from the US
supply are earmarked for foreign allocation by the
end of June. Two million doses of the Pfizer vac-

cine are now being shipped to Peru and 1.5 million
Moderna doses to Pakistan, the White House said
earlier Monday. —AFP

South Asian country confronts fresh waves of infections

US sending 2.5 million COVID 
vaccine doses to Bangladesh

MUNSHIGANJ, Bangladesh: In this file photo people board on a ferry to leave for celebrations during a lock-
down imposed to contain the spread of the COVID-19 in the Munshiganj district of Dhaka. —AFP

Rights take back 
seat under 
HK security law
HONG KONG: China’s national security law for
Hong Kong has shaken the city’s legal foundations
in the year since it was imposed, lawyers say, with
court decisions and sweeping new powers for
prosecution fuelling concerns about rights and the
rule of law.

Unlike the Communist Party-controlled courts
in mainland China, Hong Kong has an internation-
ally respected common law system that forms the
bedrock of its reputation as a global financial hub.

Circumventing Hong Kong’s own legislature,
the security law was drafted in Beijing with the
wording kept secret until it came into force on
June 30 last year as authorities tightened controls
after massive and often violent pro-democracy
protests in 2019.

In the year since the law was enacted, Hong
Kong judges have declared that jury trials are not
a constitutional right, and the presumption of bail

is not guaranteed in national security cases.
“It’s like an alien species invading our territory,

an unstoppable sandstorm sweeping from the
north,” a defense lawyer told AFP. He was one of
four defense counsels involved in ongoing national
security cases that spoke to AFP, on condition of
anonymity so they could speak freely.

They alleged that Hong Kong courts now only
“paid lip service” to rights when national security
rules came up against longstanding protections in
the city’s own legal system. Authorities have
arrested 114 people under the security law, and 64
of them have been prosecuted.

A watershed moment came last week, when the
trial of the first person charged under the security
law began without a jury and with three specially
selected judges. Trial-by-jury has been a 176-
year-old cornerstone of Hong Kong’s common law
system.

Constitutional law scholars have warned of the
threat to the city’s legal system, with courts trying
to avoid irritating Chinese authorities, who hold
final authority in security law cases. “When (the
court) gives up a fundamental right without any
rigorous scrutiny, it is also providing an intellectu-
al  rational isation for a draconian regime,”
Johannes Chan, the University of Hong Kong’s

chair professor of public law, wrote in a journal
article in May.

“If the judiciary is not vigorous and vigilant in
protecting fundamental human rights, there would
no longer be any rule of law.” Hong Kong’s judici-
ary declined to “comment on the legal or other
substantive issues in individual cases”, citing the
principle of judicial independence. —AFP

HONG KONG: In this file photo taken on June 12, 2019,
protesters shelter under umbrellas during a downpour
as they occupy roads near the government headquar-
ters in Hong Kong. —AFP

Suu Kyi urges 
Myanmar to 
stay ‘united’
YANGON: Ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi
asked the people of Myanmar to stay “united” in
the face of military rule, her lawyers said yester-
day, as she reappeared in a junta court. The
Nobel laureate, and daughter of independence
hero General Aung San, has been under house
arrest since a February coup that sparked huge
pro-democracy protests the junta has tried to
crush with deadly force.

Invisible to the outside world bar a handful of
courtroom appearances, Suu Kyi, 76, has been hit
with an eclectic raft of charges. She could face more
than a decade in prison if convicted on all counts.

Yesterday, she heard testimony that she flouted

coronavirus restrictions during elections her
National League for Democracy (NLD) party won
by a landslide last year, her lawyer Min Min Soe
told reporters. “She asked the people to stay united
and be consistent,” she added.

The specially-convened court in the capital
Naypyidaw also heard testimony on a separate
charge of sedition, although Suu Kyi’s legal team
argued two documents submitted by the prosecu-
tion were inadmissible as they were unsigned.
Former president Win Myint and senior NLD leader
Myo Aung are also on trial for sedition and
appeared beside Suu Kyi yesterday. Myanmar has
been in turmoil since Suu Kyi’s ouster, with huge
protests, renewed clashes between the military and
ethnic rebel armies in border regions and an econo-
my spiralling into freefall.

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has justified his
power grab by citing alleged electoral fraud in the
November poll won by the NLD. The military has
cracked down brutally on dissent-shooting protest-
ers, arresting suspected dissidents in night raids,

shutting down news outlets and rounding up jour-
nalists. More than 880 civilians have been killed,
according to a local monitoring group. —AFP

YANGON: This handout photo taken and released by
Dawei Watch Monday shows  protesters holding flam-
ing torches during a demonstration against the mili-
tary coup in Dawei. —AFP

Japan’s ‘Black Widow’ 
loses final appeal
TOKYO: A Japanese woman dubbed the “Black
Widow” who used cyanide to kill her elderly lovers
had her final appeal against the death sentence
rejected yesterday by the country’s top court, local
media said. Chisako Kakehi, 74, was sentenced to
death by hanging in 2017 for the murder of three
men-including a husband-and the attempted murder
of another, in a case that gripped Japan. Two years
ago, a high court dismissed an appeal by the serial
killer who pocketed millions in insurance payouts and
inheritance, drawing comparisons in the media with
the spider that poisons its mate after copulation.

Yesterday, Supreme Court presiding judge Yuko

Miyazaki said “the death sentence is unavoidable”
because Kakehi’s “criminal responsibility is
extremely grave”, public broadcaster NHK report-
ed. “She used cyanide on the men after making them
trust her as a life partner. It’s a calculated, cruel
crime based on a strong intent of murder,” Miyazaki
said. When contacted by AFP, officials at the top
court could not immediately confirm the reports.

The defense lawyers had claimed Kakehi was
incapable of going through trials due to dementia,
and she told Yomiuri TV before the ruling that she
“did not want to die”. Kakehi reportedly amassed
one billion yen ($9 million) in payouts over 10 years,
but subsequently lost most of the fortune through
unsuccessful financial trading. She had relationships
primarily with elderly or ill men-meeting some
through dating agencies, where she reportedly stip-
ulated that prospective partners should be wealthy

and childless. Cyanide was found in the body of at
least two of the men she was involved with and
police reportedly found traces of the poison in the
rubbish at her Kyoto home.  —AFP

Taiwan rep leaves 
Macau over 
‘one China’ spat
MACAU: The acting chief of Taiwan’s representative
office in Macau has returned home after refusing to sign
a document recognizing China’s sovereignty over the
self-ruled island, Taipei said yesterday.

“The future situation is not optimistic,” Taiwan’s

Mainland Affairs Council said in a statement, calling the
Macau authorities “disrespectful and unfriendly”. It said
four other Taiwanese employees whose visas are still
valid will remain in the semi-autonomous city to keep
the office running.

It comes a week after seven employees of Taiwan’s
trade office in Hong Kong left the financial hub following
their refusal to sign a similar “one China pledge”
acknowledging Taiwan as part of China. Macau and
Hong Kong abide by authoritarian China’s view that
democratic, self-ruled Taiwan is part of its territory and
must be seized one day, by force if necessary. Both have
closed their trade offices in Taipei and Beijing has sought

to pile diplomatic and economic pressure on Taiwan. The
Taiwanese council also said there was a protest “by pro-
China people outside our office in Macau to smear” the
Taiwanese government. “This shows that the authorities
and civil sector in Macau have been disrespectful and
unfriendly to our side,” it said.

The Macau government has not responded to an
AFP request for comment. According to Taiwan’s
Liberty Times newspaper, the protesters accused
Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen of damaging the “pros-
perity and stability” of Macau and Hong Kong in a
demonstration a few days before Chen Chia-hung’s
departure on Sunday. —AFP

Chisako Kakehi was arrested in 2014. — AFP


