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 Hospital. But on the second visit, the two sis-

ters were again sent home despite Ria’s high 
fever.  

Back at home, Ria’s fever subsided but Gemma 
Lynn started feeling worse. She had a high fever 
and was having difficulty breathing. So the sis-
ters, for a third time, took a taxi to Mubarak 
Hospital. This time, they were not turned away 
and due to the severity of Gemma Lynn’s symp-
toms, she was admitted.  Ria left her sister in the 
hospital and returned to her apartment. “I went 
home at nearly 1am. My sister called on her 
mobile phone and informed me she will be admit-
ted in the emergency room.  

The last word I heard was that she will not get 
the access to the phone and in case of any ques-
tions she had given my number to her doctor. 
That night she told me to take a rest. I was think-
ing she would be discharged the following day, 
but she was not discharged,” Ria told the Kuwait 
Times, crying.  

“The following day, my sister called. She said 
she is in the COVID ward of the hospital and she 
felt a bit better. I was elated at this news,” Ria 
said. But she could only speak with her sister via 
phone since visitors are not al lowed in the 
COVID wards.  

Ria felt certain her sister was on the mend but 
then on June 19, Gemma Lynn started to deterio-
rate.  “She said she felt very tired and sick and 
she could hardly breathe and they were moving 
her to the ICU,” Ria explained. “I could hear her 
gasping for breaths. I was worried about her and 

wanted to visit her, but they don’t allow visitors 
on ICU, so I only got updates about her from the 
doctor through the phone. The doctor said she is 
a fighter and the doctor expected she would 
recover,” she said.  Sadly, Gemma Lynn did not 
make it.  

“On June 27 I got a call from the hospital that 
my sister was ready to go home, so I was happy 
going back to the hospital but the happiness 
turned into sadness when I heard the real news 
about my sister,” Ria said. 

“When I arrived in Mubarak, they gave me a 
discharge report from the doctor saying my sister 
expired early morning (that same day) due to 
COVID-19. I was stunned and could not believe 
it. I was thinking maybe it was just a nightmare. I 
said my sister is alive and she spoke with me only 
a day ago. But she was pronounced dead. I just 
cried and cried,” she said. 

“I was allowed to see her for five minutes only 
for the last time. They had given me a PPE to just 
see her, in the afternoon, her body was brought to 
the cemetery for burial,” Ria explained. “Just that 
fast, she died and until now I cannot believe she’s 
gone. It was the longest day of my life. Very dev-
astating.  I should die first because I have more 
diseases than my sister,” she told Kuwait Times.  

Gemma Lynn leaves behind three children, all 
of them in the Philippines and studying.  

“I feel that I owe her everything, especially in 
raising my only son. I left him with her when he 
was only few months old because I accepted the 
job offer as domestic helper to Kuwait in 1995,” 
Ria recalled. “Now she is gone, and I promised 
her on her grave that I will take care of her chil-
dren. Her eldest is 20 years old, the second is 18 
years old and the youngest is 16 years old. They 
can live without me because they have a support-
ive father anyways, but I felt I owe her a lot, so I 
promised I will look after her children until I am 
alive also,” she concluded 
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 apparatus. Sourani and his team of 60 document 

everything they can to try to prove the Jewish state 
deliberately targets civilians in its battle against 
Gaza’s rulers, the Islamist movement Hamas. 

The occupation army blames Hamas for deliberate-
ly placing military targets in densely populated areas. 
His list is long; from the blockade since 2007 to vic-
tims’ accounts of the 2014 Gaza war, to the suppres-
sion of the 2018 “Great March of Return” protests 
when Palestinians demanded the right to go back to 
homes their families fled or were expelled from during 
the Jewish state’s creation in 1948. Now, he has added 
the latest Zionist attacks on Gaza. 

Photographs of destroyed buildings, detailed lists 
of victims, reports on missiles used by the Zionist 
army, mapping of bombed locations; his painstaking 
work is stored in dozens of filing cabinets. 

The lawyer, who studied in Egypt and Lebanon, 
said the last conflict was lopsided. The Zionist regime 
is “the mighty army in the Middle East, the one chal-
lenging Iran, Hezbollah, and bombing Syria,” he said, 
waving to the devastation its bombardment wreaked 
on Gaza, a crowded territory of two million people. 
The May 10-21 conflict killed 260, including some 
fighters, according to Gaza authorities. The Zionist 
army denies targeting civilians and insists it does all it 
can to avoid “collateral damage”. Not enough, accord-
ing to Sourani. “Wars are between armies,” he said. 

“Civilians must be avoided.” Sourani listed family after 
family killed in the Zionist strikes. 

“Is Hamas the Shorouk Tower, the Hanadi Tower, 
the Jala Tower?” he asked angrily, naming commercial 
and residential tower blocks reduced to piles of 
smoking rubble because Zionists claimed they housed 
Hamas bases. “What have the water pipelines to do 
with Hamas? What has the electricity, the sewerage 
system, to do with Hamas?” he said, referring to 
infrastructure impacted in the conflict. To those who 
argue Zionists entity has the right to self-defense 
against Hamas rockets, the lawyer points to a power 
imbalance: One side has fighter jets, while the other 
side is a population under blockade. 

“Gaza is the largest open-air prison,” said Sourani. 
“They want to send us to the Stone Age.” Sourani 
said that when he spent three years in Zionist jails, he 
used “every minute” to study Hebrew and humanitari-
an law. “I have lived my whole life under occupation. 
No one can say that the occupation is just,” he said.  

In his book-lined office sits a bust of Robert F 
Kennedy-a human rights award in memory of the late 
US senator’s belief that individual moral courage can 
overcome injustice. Sourani, who received the award 
in 1991 along with Jewish lawyer Avigdor Feldman, is 
proud of the honor-but said he was disappointed that 
Joe Biden, then US vice president, had also received 
it in 2016. 

“We want people who defend what Robert 
Kennedy said-justice for all,” he said, criticizing Biden 
over his insistence on the Zionist entity’s right to self-
defense. “We don’t want to see anything more than 
the rule of law, justice and dignity for the victims we 
represent,” he said. “We have no personal wish for 
revenge, but I think Palestinians are entitled to justice 
and dignity.” — AFP
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Moscow “may be more inclined to support a 

production increase in order to ensure a higher 
market share while limiting the risk of rising non-
OPEC production,” according to Ole Hansen 
from Saxobank. 

“Pressure will likely not only come from within 
the group, but there will also be growing calls from 
key consumers to cool the market down, as coun-
tries come out of the other side of COVID-19 lock-
downs,” says Warren Patterson of ING bank. India 
is a notable example. The world’s third-largest con-
sumer of crude has been hit by a vicious coron-
avirus wave in recent months and has urged 
OPEC+ “to phase out crude output cuts to temper 
rising inflationary pressures”, noted Stephen 
Brennock from PVM. 

“If prices remain this high, this will eat into con-

sumers’ disposable incomes and potentially choke 
economic growth, which, over time, will weigh on 
crude prices,” explained Fawad Razaqzada of 
Thinkmarkets. The OPEC+ states have left them-
selves room for maneuver as they are currently still 
planning to leave 5.8 million barrels per day (bpd) 
of crude in the ground over the month of July that 
they could easily extract and sell. Most investors are 
currently expecting a modest rise of some 500,000 
bpd over the month of August. 

But OPEC+ always has the capacity to surprise.  
The outlook for crude demand has been steadily 
improving in recent months. In its last report in mid-
June, the International Energy Agency (IEA) fore-
cast that global demand would outstrip pre-pan-
demic levels by the end of 2022. 

Jeffrey Halley of Oanda noted that demand will 
be boosted as “Americans embrace a travel inten-
sive summer” on cars, planes, and cruises, as well as 
due to the fact that “the global vaccination rollout is 
improving”. 

As ever in recent months, the cartel will have to 
pay attention to diplomatic developments relating 
to one of its members in particular-Iran. — AFP
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 16,400 daily infections, up 70 percent, according 

to the tally based on official sources. Russian and UK 
officials blame the Delta strain first identified in India 
for the vast majority of new cases. 

Driven by the situation in both countries, infections 
in Europe are rising again, now at the rate of 56,800 
new cases per day — 21 percent more than a week 
ago. At least 3.9 million people have died from 
COVID-19, and while some wealthy countries are suc-
ceeding in bringing infections down thanks to strong 
vaccination drives, others where shots are not as read-
ily available are struggling. According to the tally, 
high-income countries as defined by the World Bank 
have administered an average of 79 doses per 100 
inhabitants, with the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain 
taking the lead. 

In low-income nations, the figure is just one shot per 
100 people. Yesterday, foreign ministers from the Group 
of 20 major economies stressed the need for greater glob-
al cooperation in the face of the pandemic. “Multilateral 
cooperation will be key to our collective ability to stop 
this global health crisis,” US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken told the ministers in the ancient Italian city of 
Matera. Western leaders have pledged to donate one 
billion doses to poorer countries, but have been widely 
criticized for being too slow to help. 

Vaccine hesitancy has also played a part in slow 
uptake. In Russia, which recorded its highest daily 
death toll yesterday since the outbreak of the pandem-
ic, officials have introduced mandatory shots for some 
groups of citizens to counter skepticism. The country 
reported 652 coronavirus fatalities over the past 24 

hours, with a record-high number of daily deaths — 
119 — in Saint Petersburg, which is due to host a Euro 
2020 quarter final on Friday. 

Meanwhile, Australian public anger is growing at 
the slow pace of vaccinations in a country that had 
been broadly successful in eliminating local transmis-
sion and leading an almost-normal life. 

The Delta variant has pushed Sydney, Perth, Darwin 
and Brisbane into lockdown, meaning a total of more 
than 10 million Australians are having to stay home. But 
so far, less than five percent of adults are believed to 
have received both vaccine doses. Brisbane resident 
Nicola Hungerford, 57, said she expected lockdowns 
to keep happening “until the government gets their 
bloody act together” on the vaccine rollout. “It’s gobs-
macking and they’re just irresponsible. It shows how 
little respect they have for people,” she said. 

The speed of transmission of the Delta variant has 
fuelled concerns over ongoing or upcoming sporting 
events. Yesterday, Germany urged the British govern-
ment to reduce the number of fans allowed into 
Wembley stadium for the final Euro 2020 matches. “I 
think it’s irresponsible for tens of thousands to gather 
in close proximity” in countries where the Delta vari-
ant is spreading, Interior Minister Horst Seehofer told 
Germany’s Augsburger Allgemeine newspaper. UEFA 
and the British authorities have said some 45,000 sup-
porters will be allowed to attend a game between 
England and Germany yesterday afternoon, equivalent 
to 50 percent of capacity. Attendance will be 
increased to 75 percent, or more than 60,000 fans, for 
the semi-finals and final at Wembley, in what will be 
the largest crowds at a sports event in Britain since the 
start of the pandemic. “It was really sad to see poor 
people burying their loved ones in an undignified man-
ner, but the rising water level has made it worse,” Sonu 
Chandel, a boatman, said. “There is always the fear of 
(a body) hitting the oar or (my boat) running over a 
dead body as the water level goes up.” —AFP
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Crown Prince meets Sheikh Nasser 
Al-Mohammad; PM hosts envoys

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday His 
Highness Sheikh Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
received at Seif Palace the outgoing Czech 

Ambassador to Kuwait Martin Dvorak. His Highness 
the Prime Minister also received the outgoing 
Belgian Ambassador to Kuwait Leo Peeters yester-
day. Separately, Deputy Chief of Kuwait National 
Guard Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
received the outgoing Senegalese Ambassador to 
Kuwait Abdulahad Mbacke — KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness Sheikh Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets the Czech Ambassador 
to Kuwait Martin Dvorak.

Deputy Chief of Kuwait National Guard Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets the Senegalese 
Ambassador to Kuwait Abdulahad Mbacke. 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets the Belgian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Leo Peeters. 


