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Coronavirus in Kuwait:  
A tale of two sisters

One vaccinated, one passed away • Admitted to Mubarak, in ICU
By Ben Garcia  
 
KUWAIT: Two sisters in Kuwait. Both in 
their 40s. Both asthmatic. Both hard working, 
fun-loving, decent and family-oriented. But 
their lives will diverge dramatically. Only one 
got the vaccine, the other didn’t have the 
opportunity. Now one is dead from the virus 
and one lives to tell the story.  

Ria, 47 years old and Gemma Lynn, 40 
years old were known to all as the Talaro sis-
ters. Ria came to Kuwait in 1995, working 
first as a domestic helper and later as a sales 
clerk in a shop. In 2009, she helped her 
younger sister also come to Kuwait to find 
work. Both women supported families back in 
the Philippines.  

“I love my sister very much. She is the 
extended version of my life,” said Ria. “We 
see each other daily, but we never missed 
saying ‘I love you’ each day. When she is out 
somewhere I talked to her through video-call 
until she comes back, making sure that she 
will come home safe.” 

In early June, the sisters who also shared 
a single room in a flat in Salmiya, both got 
sick from the coronavirus. Ria had received 
her first dose of the Pfizer coronavirus vac-
cine on May 12 through her employer but 
sister Gemma Lynn hadn’t received hers yet.  

“We both experienced the flu and fever at 
the same time,” said Ria. “We suspected it 
might be just a simple seasonal flu, so we 
both took the steaming rituals (locally known 
in the Philippines as tuob, inhaling steam). 

But the steam did little to help and the 
next day, both felt worse so they took a taxi 
and went to the local government clinic. 
There they saw a doctor and received only 
Panadol and were told to go home and rest. 
But the sisters felt scared so they went to a 
private clinic to get a swab test and then 
went back home.  

On June 10, they found out they were 
COVID positive and so they decided to go to 
Mubarak Hospital. Again they took a taxi, this 
time from Salmiya to Jabriya.  

“I told my sister we better stay in the hos-

pital since both of us are 
asthmatic,” Ria explained. “I 
was scared although I got 
my vaccine because the 
company arranged it for us. 
But I also wanted to get the 
vaccine ASAP because I 
have more underlying ill-
nesses like high blood pres-
sure and enlargement of 
heart. I am taking medicine 
for that regularly. So I told 
Gemma Lynn, since we 
know that we are COVID 
positive, we better stay in the hospital. So we 
went as normal patients and we told the doc-
tor about the positive result of the test. The 
doctor who checked on us that time was 
relaxed and just told us to go home and iso-
late from the rest of people in our flat, which 
we did,” she said.  

The next day, however, Ria’s fever rose 
and they decided to go again to Mubarak 
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Gemma Lynn

KUWAIT: Gemma Lynn’s body is kept in a coffin prior to the funeral.

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem said yesterday that the current 
Assembly term, which has been marred with con-
troversy and disputes, wi l l  come to an end 
tomorrow. 

He said that he has received an Amiri Decree 
calling to end the current assembly term on July 1 
and the term will be closed after discussing the 
financial status of the country. Ghanem said that 
he has received five motions to hold a special 
session to discuss a number of issues and he will 

invite MPs to hold the session today. 
During the special session, issues like amend-

ing the election law and amending a law that bars 
people convicted of insulting HH the Amir from 
contesting elections. The opposition has also 
submitted a motion to discuss changes to the 
country’s nationality law to allow administrative 
courts to look into complaints related to citizen-
ship, currently prohibited under the law. 

Based on the speaker ’s  statements , the 
Assembly will not discuss a motion submitted by 
opposition MPs calling to give priority to debate 
grillings against ministers ahead of grilling HH 
the prime minister. The motion was supposed to 
be discussed on July 6. 

Ghanem meanwhile denied claims by opposi-
tion MPs that the government will impose taxes 
and raise charges on public services through 
emergency Amiri decrees during the recess of 
the Assembly.   

Two MPs yesterday submitted a proposal call-
ing on authorities to grant Kuwaiti citizenship to 

father and brothers of Saudi policeman Abdulaziz 
Mohammad Al-Rasheedi, who was brutally killed 
by an Arab national on Monday. 

The Arab first stabbed his own Kuwaiti mother 
to death before driving to another area. As 
Rasheedi tried to stop him, the murderer hit him 
and then stabbed him to death. A number of law-
makers had already called for honoring the family 
of the deceased by granting his relatives the 
Kuwaiti citizenship. 

MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji said yesterday he has 
sent a question to the interior minister asking 
him if the government had received lists of names 
of Kuwaiti citizens who hold other nationalities.  
Turaiji said he has learned that a Gulf state has 
submitted to Kuwait, lists of names of Kuwaiti 
citizens holding other nationalities, banned under 
law, and names of stateless people who hold 
nationality of other countries. The lawmaker 
asked the minister if the lists include names of 
current and former MPs and senior government 
officials.  

Assembly term 
to end July 1, 
says Speaker

KUWAIT: The Public Prosecution in Kuwait is 
investigating a case involving five members of a 
family for allegedly keeping a woman member of 
the family confined to her room for the last nine 
years, Al-Jarida Arabic daily reported. According 
to the report, the woman was forced to marry a 
man who was 15 years elder to her.  

However, she returned to her family home, 
refusing to live with her husband.  Her father locked 
the daughter in her room where she remained in 
captivity ever since. Recently, she was able to send 
a message to one of her friends who reported the 
matter to the authorities who entered the house 
and rescued the woman, the daily added.

Daughter held 
captive for 9 
years by family 

GAZA CITY: Palestinian Ryad Eshkuntana and his daughter Suzy are pictured in 
Gaza City over one month after his wife and other children were killed in a Zionist 
air strike. — AFP

MOSCOW: People queue up to receive the Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine against COVID-
19 at a vaccination center set up in a shopping mall in Moscow yesterday. — AFP

GAZA CITY: Overlooking war-bat-
tered Gaza from the tenth floor of a 
tower block, Palestinian human rights 
lawyer Raji Sourani has a new bundle 
of files-on victims of last month’s war 
with the Zionists. 

For years, he has been building cas-
es in the Zionist-blockaded enclave to 
be submitted to the International 
Criminal Court. The 66-year-old 
lawyer has already filed dozens of cas-
es with The Hague-based court since 

2015, after the Palestinian Authority 
ratified the court’s Rome Statute. 

The cases represent Palestinian vic-
tims of war crimes committed by the 
Jewish state, according to the lawyer. 
For Sourani, the ICC chief prosecutor’s 
announcement in March of a full inves-
tigation into the situation in the occu-
pied territories was a day of hope. 
Sourani, who founded the Gaza-based 
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights in 
1995, said an ICC investigation will 
allow victims to restore their “dignity” 
and see “proper justice”. 

“We are dreamers, because I mean, 
if you look around us, the fact is it’s so 
sad, so bad. It’s totally unbalanced,” he 
said, weighing up his legal struggle 
against the might of the Zionist entity’s 
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After Gaza war,  
lawyer builds  
Palestinian case 

LONDON: The OPEC+ group of oil-producing 
countries will meet tomorrow and are expected 
to agree to boost production in August in order 
to meet demand and dampen recent price rises. 
While improvement in demand drove the 
group’s most recent rises in production, now 
price levels will also be a guiding force behind 
the club’s decisions. 

After demand dropped when the coronavirus 
pandemic broke out last year and crude prices 
briefly turned negative, the club led by Saudi 
Arabia and Russia imposed sharp production 
cuts in order to raise prices. The 13 members of 
OPEC and their 10 allies in the OPEC+ group-
ing were rewarded by seeing prices for the two 
contracts of reference, Brent and WTI, recover 
to around $75 per barrel, levels not seen since 
October 2018. 

However that strategy has worked almost too 
well and the group is currently following a poli-
cy of cautiously turning the taps back on. While 
on the face of it buoyant prices are a boon for 
producers-and some of them will be pushing to 
increase output to cash in-there are also risks. 
Russia is expected to favor increasing output, as 
it has done at several recent OPEC+ meetings. 
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OPEC+ expected  
to move to cool  
crude market

PARIS: More than three billion 
COVID-19 vaccines have been 
administered around the world, an 
AFP tally found yesterday, as coun-
tries race to contain the virulent Delta 
variant that is fuelling outbreaks all 
over the globe.  

Meanwhile, COVID-19 infections 
are rising again in Europe after falling 
for two and a half months, mainly 
because of the Delta variant in the UK 
and Russia, according to the tally. 

The two countries have experi-
enced not only the most new cases in 
Europe, but also the most rapid 
spread among those that have record-
ed more than 1,000 cases per day. 

Russia has recorded 20,400 daily 
cases for the last seven days, or a 25 
percent increase in a week, while the 
United Kingdom has registered 
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World passes  
three billion 
vaccine mark 


