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PHOENIX: Deandre Ayton of the Phoenix Suns makes the game-winning dunk over Ivica Zubac of the LA
Clippers in game two of the NBA Western Conference finals at Phoenix Suns Arena on Tuesday in Phoenix,
Arizona. — AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Pitcher Max Scherzer of the
Washington Nationals delivers a pitch against the
Philadelphia Phillies during the first inning of a game
at Citizens Bank Park on Tuesday in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. — AFP

News in brief
Pistons win NBA lottery

LOS ANGELES: The Detroit Pistons will pick first
in the 2021 NBA entry draft next month after win-
ning the league’s draft lottery on Tuesday. Detroit
last picked first when they chose future hall of
famer Bob Lanier in 1970. Three years earlier they
selected Jimmy Walker in the top spot. The Houston
Rockets will select second and the Cleveland
Cavaliers will pick third. The Rockets, Pistons and
Orlando Magic had highest chances of winning the
lottery and the top pick. The lottery was good to
the Toronto Raptors who moved into the top four. It
will be their highest pick since the 2006 draft when
they chose Italy’s Andrea Bargnani first overall. The
Orlando Magic and Golden State Warriors have
two picks in the top 14. — AFP

Golden Knights on brink

LOS ANGELES: Nick Suzuki had a goal and two
assists and Carey Price stopped 26 shots as the
Montreal Canadiens moved to within one win of
reaching the Stanley Cup finals with a 4-1 victory
over the Vegas Golden Knights. Montreal grabbed
a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven NHL semi-final
thanks to a balanced offensive attack on Tuesday
night in front of a crowd of 17,900 at T-Mobile
Arena in Las Vegas. Game six is scheduled for
tonight in Montreal. Montreal are seeking to make
it to the finals for the first time since they beat the
Los Angeles Kings in five games in 1993. — AFP

Thailand MotoGP cancelled

PARIS: MotoGP confirmed yesterday that the race
scheduled for Japan has been cancelled due to
COVID-19 and that the US race will now take its
place on October 3. “The ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic and resulting travel complications and logis-
tical restrictions mean that it has not been possible
to confirm the event at this time, meaning that it will
therefore not feature on the 2021 calendar,”
MotoGP said in a statement. The race in Thailand
has been moved to October 17 as part of the calen-
dar rejig of the season. — AFP

Kuwait’s Qabazard cruises 

TUNIS: Kuwait’s national tennis player Issa
Qabazard has qualified for the 16th round as part of
the M15 future championships’ series held in
Tunisia after beating his compatriot Bader Al-
Abdullah 6-5,3-6,4-6 on Tuesday. Speaking to
reporters after the victory, Qabazard said that he
won a first point in the International Tennis
Federation’s ranking after beating Abdullah. He not-
ed that the number of total players in the current
qualifiers are 64, indicating that the country’s team
including him, Abdullah and Ali Al-Shatti are taking
part in some future competitions that include five
consecutive championships and will end on July 25
in Tunisia. — KUNA

TOKYO: No alcohol, no hugs, no cheers and no auto-
graphs: Tokyo Olympic organizers unveiled tough new
rules for spectators at the pandemic Games yesterday
as they marked one month until the opening ceremony.
Tokyo 2020 president Seiko Hashimoto warned festiv-
ities “will have to be suppressed” to keep the Games
safe, and conceded that organizers will need to be
“creative” to stoke a party atmosphere.

Games chiefs decided on Monday to allow up to
10,000 spectators into competition venues, but
Hashimoto warned them not to expect the kind of fes-
tival mood currently being enjoyed by football fans at
Euro 2020. “In Europe, the venues are filled with cele-
bration,” she said. “Unfortunately, we may not be able
to do the same.”

Fans are forbidden from cheering or “making direct
contact with other spectators” and will be asked to go
straight home after events end. Asking athletes for
autographs or “expressing verbal support” is also a
no-no, as is waving a towel or “any form of cheering
that could create a crowd”.

“The festive mood will have to be suppressed —
that has become a major challenge,” Hashimoto told
reporters. “People can feel joy in their hearts, but they
can’t be loud and they have to avoid crowds,” she
added. “Those are the areas where we need to be cre-
ative, and we are putting in a lot of effort to come up
with a new way of celebrating.”

Spectators will also have to do without alcohol,
even though it is allowed at other sporting events cur-
rently being held in Japan. Hashimoto said the ban was
decided “to alleviate the concerns of the public as
much as possible.”

‘True values’
The late decision on the spectator cap has given

organizers a ticketing headache only a month before
the opening ceremony. Over 3.6 million Olympic tick-
ets are already in fans’ hands, but organizers have
been forced to set up a lottery to claw back around
900,000 of them for events that exceed the cap. No
more tickets will be sold.

Tokyo 2020 ticketing chief Hidenori Suzuki apolo-
gized to those who will miss out, but urged those who
will attend to play their part supporting the athletes.
“You are representing Japan in supporting all the ath-
letes from around the world,” he said. “You are the
people who will really shape the Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics.” Organizers have already begun arriving,
including International Olympic Committee vice presi-

dent John Coates, who accompanied Hashimoto on a
tour of the Games’ gymnastics venue yesterday.
Athletes are also already in town, and offering organ-
izers a taste of the challenges ahead.

A Ugandan Olympic coach tested positive on
arrival in Japan on Sunday, despite the delegation hav-
ing been vaccinated and testing negative on arrival.
The rest of the delegation was allowed to travel on to
their training camp, but placed in quarantine until July
3. Yesterday, a second member tested positive, an offi-
cial from the city hosting the team said. Despite the
challenges and the restrictions, former athlete
Hashimoto told reporters on Tuesday that a stripped-
back Games was a chance to refocus attention on the
“true values” of the Olympics. “In recent years when I
was participating as an athlete, there were concerns
that this (event) has become so huge,” she said. “This
time, I feel that the true values of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games are finally being discussed.”

It may not be a line that convinces everyone, with
athletes facing restrictions including daily testing and a
ban on travel except between venues and the Olympic
Village. Domestic opposition to the Games has soft-
ened in recent weeks, but around half of Japan’s public
still don’t want the event to open in four weeks’ time,
polls show. Around 200 people gathered yesterday
evening in Tokyo to protest the Games, calling for it
to be cancelled. And for those who worry about a
fun-free Games, Hashimoto said she hoped the
Olympics would showcase Japan’s “culture of hospi-
tality and caring about each other.” “I hope such
spirit of caring about each other will become the
legacy of the Games.” — AFP

No booze, no autographs: Tokyo 2020
sets fan rules with a month to go

TOKYO: A general view shows the Ariake Urban Sports Park, the main venue for cycling BMX freestyle, cycling BMX
racing and skateboarding during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic games, 30 days before the Olympic Games opening cere-
monies, in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Deandre Ayton made the go-ahead
catch and dunk with one second left and a bloodied
Devin Booker scored 20 points as the Phoenix Suns
shocked the Los Angeles Clippers 104-103 in game
two of their NBA playoff series.

Booker shook off a cruel clash of heads that left him
bloodied and bruised, returning to the game as the
Suns took down the Clippers in a see-saw fourth quar-
ter to win their ninth straight and seize a 2-0 lead in
the Western Conference finals.

“It was like a Muhammad Ali fight with haymaker
after haymaker going back and forth,” said Suns guard
Cameron Payne, who finished with a career-high 29
points. Ayton scored the eventual game winner in a
thrilling finish as the Suns perfectly executed on their
final possession of the game. The play started with an
inbounds pass by Suns forward Jae Crowder who
lobbed it directly to the front of the basket where a
leaping Ayton was waiting. He caught and then dunked
the ball in one motion to give to give the Suns a 104-
103 lead with 0.7 seconds left.

Clippers Paul George then put up a desperation
shot at the buzzer but it hit the front of the rim and
bounced harmlessly away to end the game in front of
the crowd of 16,600 at Phoenix Suns Arena. “Jae made
a great pass,” said Ayton, who finished with 24 points
and 14 rebounds. “I am glad it counted. We just wanted
to finish the game strong.”

If game one in the series was the feel-out game
then game two was the knockout punch. Booker had
his nose bloodied late in the third quarter when he
accidently butted heads with Clippers’ Pat Beverley.
The 24-year-old Booker needed two stitches and may
have broken his nose. But rather than let it end his
night, Booker returned to power his team to victory
with another superb offensive performance. “They put
a lot of pressure on D-Brook. I hope his nose isn’t bro-
ken,” said Ayton.

Payne raised the bar to make 12 of 24 shots from the
field and had nine assists with no turnovers. He was
starting at guard for the second straight game with
Chris Paul out after reportedly testing positive for
COVID-19. George scored 26 points and Reggie
Jackson added 19 for the Clippers, who also fell behind
2-0 in their previous series against the top seeded
Utah Jazz before rallying to win.

George missed a pair of free throws with 8.2 sec-
onds left that could have put the game out of reach
for the Clippers. “We had a chance to win the game,”
said Clippers head coach Ty Lue. “We played, we
didn’t win this game, it is unfortunate. It happens. We
got to go home and take care of business.” Game
three is tonight in Los Angeles. The Clippers were
playing their fourth consecutive playoff game with-
out forward Kawhi Leonard, who is out with a
sprained right knee. — AFP

Harlem Globetrotters
want NBA franchise
NEW YORK: The iconic Harlem Globetrotters basket-
ball team have petitioned NBA commissioner Adam
Silver requesting to be considered as a candidate to join
the league as an expansion franchise. In a letter sent to
Silver on Monday, the Globetrotters called on the NBA
to reward the team’s work in helping to spread basket-
ball worldwide by welcoming it into the league.

“As an organization whose storied history is already
tightly interwoven within that of the NBA, the Harlem
Globetrotters are looking for a long overdue seat at the
table,” Globetrotters general manager Jeff Muun said in
a statement. “Our players were instrumental in the inte-
gration of the league dating back to 1949. We stood
proudly as our players were recruited by NBA teams.”

“Now after years of attracting the best Black play-
ers, it’s time to the NBA recognized our contribution to
the game. With the league already considering an

expansion, the time has come. The Harlem
Globetrotters stand ready to negotiate for a franchise.”

Silver has fuelled speculation that the NBA is con-
sidering adding a 31st team to the league, telling ESPN
in an interview last December that expansion was
“inevitable.” “It’s sort of the manifest destiny of the
league that you expand at some point,” Silver said at
the time. Seattle has long been considered the front
runner for any new NBA franchise. The city has been
without a team since the SuperSonics moved to
Oklahoma City in 2008, and would in theory have a
stronger case than the Globetrotters given that New
York already has two NBA franchises.

The Globetrotters were founded in 1926, and are
best known as a travelling exhibition team having
played thousands of games in 122 countries around the
world. However the team has contributed several key
moments in NBA history, most notably when
Globetrotter Nathaniel Clifton became the first Black
player to be signed by the league in 1950. The same
year, the Globetrotters’ Chuck Cooper became the
first Black player to be drafted when he was chosen by
the Boston Celtics with the 14th pick overall. — AFP Phillies manager

Girardi ejected
after spat
LOS ANGELES: Starter Max Scherzer pitched five sol-
id innings, struck out eight and got into a spat with
opposing manager Joe Girardi as the Washington
Nationals beat the Philadelphia Phillies 3-2 on Tuesday.
Phillies boss Girardi was ejected in the fifth inning after
asking the umpires to check Scherzer for a foreign sub-
stance but nothing was found. The move incensed
Scherzer who denied the accusation, saying: “I would be
an absolute fool to use anything tonight when everyone’s
antennae are so high.”

Major League Baseball on Monday began to enforce
a rule book edict prohibiting the use of any foreign sub-
stances on the baseball by the pitchers. The drama start-
ed in the middle of the fourth inning when Girardi asked
umpire Alfonso Marquez to check Scherzer’s hair for a
possible foreign substance. The umps looked at
Scherzer’s hat, glove and hands but couldn’t find any-
thing wrong.

“I’ve seen Max a long time, since 2010,” Girardi said.
“Obviously, he’s going to be a Hall of Famer. But I’ve nev-
er seen him wipe his head like he was doing tonight.
Ever. So it was suspicious for me. He did it about four
times. It was suspicious. I didn’t mean to offend anyone. I
just have to do what’s right for our club.”

Scherzer dropped his glove and cap as Marquez and
his crew approached. He even started to undo the belt
on his pants. “I wasn’t heated, I was just trying to show I
have absolutely zero on me,” Scherzer said. “I have noth-
ing on me, check whatever you want. I’ll take off all my
clothes if you want to see me. I have nothing on me.”

Girardi wasn’t ejected until after the fifth inning when
Scherzer stared him down as the pitcher left the mound.
That caused the Phillies manager to come out onto the
field. The home plate umpire decided he had seen
enough and threw Girardi out of the game. “I’m not play-
ing games. I’m trying to win games here,” said Girardi. “I
have respect for the other people over there. I have
respect for what Max has done in his career. Again, I
have to do what’s right for our team.” Yan Gomes singled
twice and drove in two runs, Juan Soto added two hits
and two runs scored in the win. Scherzer allowed two
hits and one run. He has had been struggling with a groin
injury this season. — AFP

Suns sink Clippers with last-gasp 
Ayton dunk in see-saw thriller

Fraser-Pryce
center-stage
at Jamaica trials
KINGSTON: Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce will look to
build on her blistering start to the season as the first
Jamaican Olympic athletics trials of the post-Usain
Bolt era get under way in Kingston today. Fraser-
Pryce, the two-time Olympic 100m champion and a
four-time world champion over the distance, heads a
powerful field for the four-day meet taking place at the
National Stadium in Independence Park.

The 34-year-old golden girl of Jamaican athletics is
the fastest woman in the world over 100m this year,
clocking 10.63sec — the second fastest time in history
— in Kingston earlier this month. Only the late
Florence Griffith-Joyner has ever run faster than
Fraser-Pryce, who changed coaches after a bronze
medal at the Rio Olympics four years ago.

Fraser-Pryce faces strong opposition in the 100m
however, with 2016 Olympic champions Elaine
Thompson-Herah leading the chasing pack.
Thompson-Herah clocked the third-fastest time in
the world this season with a 10.78sec in Florida in
May, and is chasing her fifth straight Jamaican
national title, while the field also includes Natasha
Morrison, owner of the fourth fastest time this year
at 10.87sec.—AFP


