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News in brief
Speaker off to Brussels

KUWAIT: National  Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem left  yesterday to
Brussels for a two-day visit, during which he
is scheduled to meet with European
Parl iament President David Sassol i  and
Belgian Parliament Speaker Eliane Tello.
Ghanem’s meeting with senior officials in the
European Parl iament and the Belgian
Parliament come as a representative of the
Arab geopolitical group to discuss develop-
ments in the occupied Palestinian territories
in the wake of the recent attacks by the
occupation forces on Jerusalem, Gaza and
the rest of the Palestinian territories. 

Back to 100% staff 

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission
became the first state department to restore its
workforce back to 100 percent since the start
of the pandemic, after its new chief Mariam Al-
Aqeel gave orders to cancel all work related
restrictions within a month, including reinstat-
ing fingerprint scanners for staff entrance.

Oil price up

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went up by
85 cents to $73.83 per barrel Tuesday after
being at $72.98 pb the day before, said the
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yester-
day. The prices of the Brent crude and the
West Texas Intermediate, globally, saw a
decrease with the first going down by nine
cents to $74.81 per barrel, the same case with
the latter, which also went down by 60 cents to
$73.06 pb.

Bosnia thanks Kuwait

VIENNA: The Bosnian city of Tuzla lit its
Chamber of Commerce building in the Freedom
Square yesterday with the Kuwaiti flag, in grat-
itude for Kuwait’s humanitarian role. This came
on the occasion of laying the foundation stone
for housing the families of children with cancer,
with a donation from the Kuwaiti General
Secretariat of Endowments.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Saudi-based Danish Ambassador to
Kuwait Ole E Moesby arrived in Kuwait yesterday,
where he is set to meet heads of Kuwait’s ministry
of foreign affairs, ministry of defense and chamber
of commerce, along with members of the business
community. He also plans to meet with the Danish
military personnel stationed in Kuwait. Moesby is
Denmark’s ambassador to Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman,
Yemen and Saudi Arabia. 

Moesby will try to convince Kuwait to invest in
Denmark’s renewable energy and life science tech-
nologies. “I will tell them to invest in long-term sus-
tainable and renewable energies. We are number
one in renewable energy. While countries around
the world are still deciding their 2030-2035 goals,
Denmark has already done the planning. We are 20
to 30 years in advance. We are developing wind
farms, which I believe Kuwait can also do because
wind and sunshine are here too. Hydrogen technol-
ogy could be developed in Kuwait too. If Kuwait
wants to become a strong player in the energy field
in the future, it should not only concentrate on
petroleum and oil, but also develop its renewable
energy technology, because that’s the future of the
world right now,” he told Kuwait Times. 

According to Moesby, Denmark has invested a
lot in health. “We are very much into life sciences -
it’s in the area of medicine and pharmaceuticals.
Our agribusiness companies are now mostly into
organic products. We have several high-quality
dairy products. We have technology for farming,
and encourage Kuwaitis to take advantage of this
technology. We can do the design and planning,” he
added. 

Moesby took pride in the AAA rating granted to
Denmark by US credit rating agency Standard &
Poor’s. “We are the best country in Europe for
doing business. We have a high standard in terms of
business. Our interest rate is basically negative,
which means I have to pay the bank to take care of
my money. In other countries, they are giving inter-
est on the money in the bank. But we are paying

them to keep our money. The reason for this is
because we have a conducive, reasonable and sta-
ble business environment. If you are looking for
investment, you go to Denmark,” he said. 

Excellent partner
With regards to Denmark-Kuwait bilateral rela-

tions, Moesby described Kuwait as an excellent and
traditional partner of many years. “We have several
products here. You can notice several of our
designs and products in hotels, restaurants and
many offices. Danes designed the National
Assembly, its interior and several more buildings in
Kuwait. Also, visit supermarkets and you will find
several products from Denmark, from appliances to
organic produce and pharmaceuticals. We may not
be the biggest importer or exporter, but we have a
steady stream of trade with Kuwait,” he said. 

The Danish population in Kuwait is around 200,
mostly in high-level positions. “There are some
Danes married to Kuwaitis, and Danes working in
several high-level positions. There are people in the
oil, hospitality, pharmaceutical and bakery sectors.
Did you know that the first excavation on Failaka
Island in Kuwait was headed by a Dane in the
1950s? Many artifacts were uncovered there, and
we traced the origins of the first settlement,” the
ambassador said. 

Moesby also spoke about Denmark’s response
and its contribution to the global fight against the
coronavirus pandemic. “We managed the COVID-
19 pandemic properly and excellently in March
2020. We didn’t know the pandemic will last this
long. We are thankful that the number of cases and
deaths are now diminishing all over the world.
Denmark is now in the final phase before going
back to normality by July. At the moment we are in
the last part of this battle, with the number of cases
dropping to only 200 per day in a population of 5
million people. We have controlled transmission,
while 70 percent of our people have already been
vaccinated. The only group remaining are 30-35
years old. We also have no issue with people who
don’t want to be vaccinated,” he said. 

3 million vaccines
Denmark has also donated 3 million vaccines to

WHO’s Covax program, intended for distribution to
several developing countries around the world.
“Separately, we also delivered 350,000
AstraZeneca vaccines to Kenya. We sent respirators
to Ukraine and Nepal and oxygen to India. We are
very committed to helping other countries that need
us,” Moesby said. 

“The most important thing is that we managed to
register our people to trace and monitor COVID-19
cases quickly. It helped us a lot in saving elderly
people and the vulnerable. We managed to restrict
areas of concerns - we isolated and focused our
attention on them. There were times too when we
had no more beds for sick people,” he recalled.

Denmark is a small country in Europe, but
according to Moesby, most of the time, l ike
Kuwait, it plays an important mediatory role in
several complex issues. With regards to Denmark’s
position on the Middle East conflict, it advocates a
two-state solution. “It’s been a long and enduring
conflict; like everyone else, we would like to see
this end soon. But we want to keep the status quo
and convince both sides to return to the negotiat-
ing table. Until then, we have to respect the Oslo
agreement,” he said.

KUWAIT: Danish Ambassador to Kuwait Ole E Moesby
speaks to Kuwait Times. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Denmark woos Kuwait to invest in
renewable energy, life science tech 

Kuwait, UAE
among fastest
growing markets
for UK services
LONDON: Kuwait and the UAE
are among the fastest-growing
markets for UK services globally,
the Lord Mayor of the City of
London William Russell has con-
firmed. Russell said that British
innovation in green
and digital are huge
opportunities for fur-
ther collaboration for
Kuwaiti  investors.
“We look forward to
continuing to work
with them in the years
ahead and see a
bright future for our
ongoing trade rela-
tionship,” the Lord
Mayor said. He esti-
mates current invest-
ments from the GCC
nations, namely from
Kuwait , Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE
greater than 140bn Sterling ($195
billion- current exchange rate),
adding that the City continues to
welcome these investments into
green infrastructure programs.
Accordingly, future investments
seem to be heading more toward
green finance and fintech.

Russell recently held discussions
with senior figures in Kuwait and
elsewhere in the Gulf on an array of
topics, but mainly in terms of green
investment in the lead-up to
COP26, which will take place here
in the UK next November.
Unsurprisingly, he considers the
prospect of an eventual trade deal
with the GCC, which would collec-

tively make it  a bigger trading
partner for the UK than China as a
giant step forward. On Kuwaiti
investment, Russell expressed his
del ight Kuwait Investment
Authority (KIA) remains committed
to London where it has established
itself as the world’s oldest sover-
eign wealth fund back in 1953.He
explained that Kuwaiti investments
in UK infrastructure include 20%
stakes in London City Airport,
Associated British Ports, Thames
Water, and several  signif icant
properties in and around the
Square Mile and Canary Wharf.

On Brexit and the
COVID-19 pandemic’s
effects, the Lord
Mayor of the City of
London played down
any long-term negative
impact, saying that the
City will continue to
be a vital global center
for business, heritage,
and culture while con-
tinuing confidence
from investors and
businesses is shown by
the amount of devel-
opment currently
underway. “London’s

fundamental strengths such as its
vast international reach, pragma-
tism, and spirit of innovation have
not been lost, and I am confident
that our unique city will continue
to thrive for decades to come. We
have been through tough times
before and we will come through
this period as well,” he said. As a
result, the Mayor concludes that
the City of London and the UK
government should now focus on
an ambitious vision for the future
and lead in growth markets such as
green finance, fintech, and other
fast-growing areas to enable the
sector to retain its position on the
world stage. — KUNA

The Lord Mayor of the
City of London William

Russell

UNRWA chief seeks
stronger cooperation
with Kuwait
BRUSSELS: The Commissioner General of the UN
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East (UNRWA), Philippe Lazzarini, is to
visit Kuwait soon with the aim to strengthen the
partnership for the benefit of Palestinian refugees. “I
will soon be visiting Kuwait. I am in discussions
with Kuwaiti authorities for an official visit, which
will take place this summer or beginning of the fall,”
he said in an interview in Brussels yesterday.

“I look forward to discuss more in details the
partnership between Kuwait and UNRWA. I know
that in Kuwait there is a lot of support for the
Palestinian refugees and I hope this will be translat-
ed also into a continuous partnership with UNR-
WA,” he said. Commenting on Kuwait’s initiative to
promote vaccination among Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon, he said “the initiative to promote vaccina-
tion among the refugees is definitely a welcomed

initiative. As we know in the region the vaccination
rate is still lagging behind. So any effort to increase
vaccination rate is more than welcome.”

On March 18, 2020, Lazzarini; a Swiss-Italian
national, was appointed Undersecretary General
and Commissioner General of UNRWA by UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres. On the current
situation of UNRWA, he told KUNA that there are
many challenges the UN agency is confronted with.
“One of them is the financial situation. The Agency
has been in financial crisis for many years because
there has been a discrepancy on what the Agency is
supposed to deliver for the Palestinian refugees and
what the voluntary contribution of certain member
states have been, which has led to constant cash-
flow crisis,” he said.

This has been highly unsettling for Palestinian
refugees and for our 28,000 staff and for the coun-
tries hosting the refugees, he noted. For this reason,
UNRWA together with a number of supporter
countries have decided to organize an international
conference by the end of this October, during which
the Agency will be presenting a blueprint in terms
of what is expected from it in services delivery.
“The idea behind this is to promote better pre-

dictability so that UNRWA becomes a predictable
partner in the region,” he said. The decision on the
venue of this conference will be taken by Jordan
and Sweden as co-hosts in July. He noted that on
Monday, June 21st, UNRWA launched a $164 million
humanitarian and early recovery appeal following
the Zionist bombardments of Gaza in May. The 11-
day Zionist air strikes have caused substantial dam-
age to physical infrastructure, including homes and
UNRWA installations, as well as water and sanita-
tion networks in refugee camps, he pointed out.

Commenting on his current visit to Brussels,
Lazzarini said he is meeting with members of the
European Parliament and European Commission
officials. “The EU is a very longstanding, solid and
strong supporter of UNRWA. This year we are cel-
ebrating 50 years of partnership and very soon
UNRWA will be signing with the European
Commission a joint declaration,” he revealed. The
UNRWA chief appealed to the international com-
munity that “it is in our common interest to have a
strong, predictable UNRWA in the region to focus
on the development of Palestinian refugees and
through this predictability we are promoting securi-
ty in a highly volatile region.” — KUNA

Kuwaiti aid 
convoy heads
from Jordan to
Gaza strip
AMMAN: A convoy of Kuwaiti human-
itarian aid headed Tuesday from Jordan
to Gaza as a part of a campaign to sup-
port Al-Aqsa that Kuwait Society for
Relief (KSR) is overseeing, after obtain-
ing necessary permits from Israeli
occupation authorities to cross borders.
Jordan Hashimte Charity Organization
(JHCO) in cooperation with KSR sent
two trucks of foodstuff from its ware-
houses in Zarqa through King Hussein
Bridge that connects Jordan to the West
Bank, in preparation for delivery to ben-
eficiaries in blockaded territory. General
Director of KSR Abdulaziz Al-Obeid
stated that these two trucks are part of
the aid dispatched by JHCO two weeks

ago. The relief supplies were sent from
Kuwait via military aircraft to support
Palestinians in the occupied lands. He
added that the Israeli occupation
authorities granted passage for the two
trucks as part of the convoy managed
by JHCO in association with the
Jordanian army to be delivered to Gaza.
The society, he said, is awaiting further
permits to deliver medical equipment to
Makassed hospital in Jerusalem to meet
pharmaceutical needs, hoping that this
happens as soon as possible. The First
shipment of aid gifted by Kuwait
Society for Relief to the Palestinian
people arrived June 9 via a military air-
craft carrying 40 tons of food supplies
and medical aid to be sent to Jerusalem
and Gaza via Jordan. The Kuwait gov-
ernment-sponsored aid, part of the
national campaign featuring contribu-
tion of 33 Kuwaiti societies and
launched in May following Israeli occu-
pation aggression on Jerusalem and
Gaza strip. The campaign garnered an
estimated total of KD 2.3 million from
59,000 donors. — KUNA

ABK promotes
employees’ health,
mental wellbeing 
KUWAIT: In its continuous efforts to pro-
mote physical activity and mental wellness
amongst its employees, Al-Ahli Bank of
Kuwait (ABK) launched its internal health
and wellbeing program earlier this year, in
alignment with the World Health
Organization’s ‘Five Ways to Wellbeing at
Work’ framework. The program is designed
to achieve a sustainable health regimen,
supported by a systematic approach to
enhance employees’ lives in and out of the
workplace, with the key component of the
program centered on the
employee/employer relationship, redefining
employee-benefits to include issues related
to mental health, resilience and physical
well-being. Due to the pandemic, unprece-
dented challenges negatively impacted the
physical and mental health of businesses
and employees alike, leading to employers
realizing the importance of a healthy work-
place and life balance and the importance
of ensuring employee wellbeing. 

The rollout of ABK’s mental health and
wellbeing program addresses these chal-
lenges by ensuring employees have access
to all the necessary outlets that allows
them to reach optimal levels of physical
and mental health. In addition, and with
the purpose of raising awareness and
encouraging its employees, the bank holds
multiple activities, talks with guest speak-
ers and monthly competitions highlighting
core wellbeing pillars that promotes the
importance of being active, giving, taking
notice, connecting, and continuous pur-
suit of learning and self-development
opportunities. ABK works hard to ensure
an employee-first approach and through
programs such as these, reinforces the
bank’s pledge towards preserving and
developing its employees through recog-
nition and support.

AMMAN: Trucks carrying Kuwaiti aid prepare to leave to the Gaza strip. — KUNA


