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  KUWAIT: Starting Sunday, June 27, only
vaccinated citizens and residents will be allowed to 
visit shopping malls, salons and barbershops, 
gyms, restaurants and other locations, the Kuwait 
Cabinet has decreed. The news has caused anxiety 
for many people, mostly residents, who have regis-
tered with the Ministry of Health but are still wait-
ing to receive the vaccine.

Dave, a personal training manager at a large
gym said that only three trainers of a staff of 40 in
the gym have been vaccinated. The remaining staff,
among them trainers, receptionists and cleaning
crew, are registered but still waiting to receive
their first shot.

“My first thought when I heard about the new
restrictions was our gym is going to have to shut
down because almost all our staff are not vaccinat-
ed,” he told Kuwait Times. “We have now been
told that unvaccinated employees are okay to
work, but unvaccinated clients can’t come in. It
does not make any sense to me.”

Dave said they have since received a backlash
from clients regarding the unvaccinated staff mem-
bers which has resulted in management taking the
decision not to allow unvaccinated staff to train. “I
can understand the frustration of clients, but the
rules are not ours! To me, their anger is focused on
the wrong people. And now our staff will suffer,” he
explained. Plenty of workers are facing lost jobs and
income because of the new restrictions. 

Fears for the unvaccinated
Rajesh, a 30-year-old radiology technician at a

private hospital and his colleague are also waiting
for their appointments despite being health workers.
“They should first provide people with the vaccina-
tion and then if they want, they can introduce these
rules. How is it possible to vaccinate everyone who
are still waiting within a week?” Rajesh asks.

According to a study conducted by the US
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
fully immunized participants were 25 times less like-
ly to test positive for COVID-19 than those who
were unvaccinated. But without contact tracing to
track transmission in a larger population, it is
impossible to know if vaccinated people will not
spread infection. Kuwait does not have an extensive
contact tracing program in place.

The Covidvax website projects Kuwait has since
December administered more than 3.1 million vac-
cine doses to date. At this rate, Kuwait could have
70 percent of the population fully vaccinated (with
two doses) by September 2021. But what about all
the people still unvaccinated, or who have received
only one jab so far? What will they do this summer
if they cannot go to malls, salons, gyms or other
commercial places?

Kuwait’s vaccine rollout so far is small reassur-
ance for Sara, a Lebanese content creator who has
waited six months for her appointment to receive
the vaccine. She is worried that as of next week, the
new rules will make it impossible for her to do her
job effectively.

“Part of what we do is work in places that we will
be denied access to as unvaccinated people,” Sara
said. “We are all happy to abide by the rules. We all
sheltered in place when we were asked to. We have
followed the rules by the book; when they instigated
the curfews we stayed home and did not do neigh-
borhood walks at night. It is very unfair to those
who did everything right and still there is no access
to a vaccine yet.”

Sara has a two-year-old child. “What am I going
to do with a toddler who is too young to go to
school, who can’t go to a park because the summer
here is smoldering? Where am I going to take her?
All I can do is take her to walk around a mall or go
to a restaurant and now I won’t be able to do that.”

Sara’s colleague Dana is also still waiting for her
vaccine and is worried the effect the new rules are
going to have on older children of parents who still
have not had access to the vaccine. “They are going
to get depressed and struggle mentally and we will
watch a child go from happy, bubbly to despondent
and apathetic because I am watching that happen to
my 13-year-old.”

Many resident mothers have joined mothers’
groups on social media to share their anxiety while
they continue to wait for their vaccine. Sara feels
the chasm between vaccinated Kuwaitis and non-
vaccinated residents is growing. “We get many
replies from privileged, liberal locals where they
ask us if we registered properly or that they are
sure this rule does not apply to me. It is enraging,”
she said. “I have been made to feel time and time
again since the beginning of the pandemic as long
as the small portion of the population is guaran-
teed access to health care and vaccines and they

can travel and come back then all is well. The rules
have been racist from the very beginning and it is
hard to say there is no racism when every single
decision feels racist.”

Business owners impacted too
The new  restrictions have also caused concern

among business owners. Fahad Al-Arbash, head of
the Kuwait Union of Restaurant, Cafe and Catering
Companies, asks on Twitter: “How are you going to
implement this law for 11,000 restaurants, 3,000
salons and 1,000 health clubs?”

Salon owner Lorie Killingsworth says she has
managed to get half her staff fully vaccinated, but
the other half are waiting for their second dose. She
thinks the new rules are going to affect her busi-
ness. “We are getting a lot of calls from people ask-
ing if we are going to follow the guidelines of the
ministry of health. Of course we are,” she said.
“Clients are asking to get in quick to get their hair
cut. And then they ask if we can do home service.
That is another grey area. That would be defeating
the purpose.”

Lori believes many workers in smaller salons
across Kuwait are not vaccinated. “I managed to get
my staff vaccinated by registering through a vac-
cine campaign event organized by the salon union.

On the day, word got out there were thousands of
people lined up, both male and female salon work-
ers. Then a Ministry of Health person walked the
line and turned them away because their salon had
not pre-registered. That was sort of sad.” 

Left out
Another group will also be affected by the new

restrictions: those who do not want to or cannot
vaccinate. Samira, a Kuwaiti teacher at a private
school, suffers from the autoimmune condition
lupus. The CDC warns that people with autoimmune
conditions may receive the vaccine, but they need
to be aware that no data is currently available on
the safety of COVID-19 vaccines for people with
such conditions. Samira tried to obtain a medical
exemption from the Ministry of Health citing this
concern but says it has been rejected. 

“I feel I have no freedoms in my own country. I
feel I am being held prisoner. Also, I am half
American and most of my family and siblings live
in America and I can’t go see them because I can-
not leave the country without a vaccine. I think on
the spectrum of who is affected by this in Kuwait I
am still relatively privileged so if I am feeling this
way, I can only imagine the level of violation resi-
dents feel.”
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Kuwaiti woman’s
murder case
verdict on July 6
KUWAIT: The Criminal Court has set July 6 as
the date to give its verdict in the murder case of
Kuwaiti citizen Farah Akbar. The prime suspect
had pled not guilty to the crime which took place
in April and in which he is accused of stabbing the
victim to death after kidnapping her in Sabah Al-
Salem. The case had sparked an outcry in Kuwait
with demands from the public to lawmakers for
more protection to women in Kuwait. According
to reports, the suspect had wanted to marry the
victim, but her family rejected the proposal.

The woman’s family said they had filed several
cases at several police stations and with some
public prosecutors, but the man was not kept in
custody. The woman’s sister - who is a lawyer -
said that she repeatedly pleaded with a public
prosecutor that the release of the man could
endanger her sister’s life, but he was nevertheless
freed on bail. She also said police stations did not
take their complaints seriously.

In other news, police arrested a citizen who
works for Kuwait Fire Force on accusations of
committing arsons in Sabah Al-Salem. Police
patrols had responded to a call about a fire in the
area, and arrested the man after finding flamma-
ble substances on him, Al-Rai Arabic daily
reported yesterday. The man was taken to the
proper authorities for further questioning. In a
different case, Jahra firemen put out a blaze
reported in the basement of a building in the
area. The basement was used as a warehouse for
housewares.

Unvaccinated worry, weigh options
as new restrictions begin in Kuwait

KUWAIT: This April 18, 2021 file photo shows people lined up outside the Kuwait Vaccination Center in
Mishref to receive their doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Zain supports
medical frontliners
at Jaber Causeway
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider
in Kuwait, visited Jaber Causeway Vaccination
Center in collaboration with the Ministry of Health
throughout a period of three days. The initiative
aimed at easing the hot weather conditions on med-
ical and administrative frontliners at the center, as
well as encouraging the public to support the
nation’s efforts into achieving social immunity dur-
ing the pandemic. 

The visit witnessed the presence of Jaber
Causeway Vaccination Center’s General Supervisor
Dr Talal Al-Fadhalah, the center’s Technical
Supervisor Dr Hamad Al-Ansari, the center’s
Administrative Supervisor Dr Dalal Al-Ajmi, as well
as Zain Kuwait’s External and Internal Relations
Department Manager Hamad Al-Matar. 

Zain’s presence at the center comes as part of a
long list of programs and initiatives the company has
adopted during the past period in collaboration with
MoH and other ministries with the aim of protecting
the community from the impacts of the pandemic. 

Zain’s team was present at Jaber Causeway
Vaccination Center, located at the southern island
of Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Causeway,
which is a recently inaugurated drive-thru vaccina-
tion center. The company offered water and ice
cream carts in an effort to ease the hot weather
conditions faced by over 200 staff members oper-
ating as medical, technical, nursing, and administra-
tive frontliners at the center. Zain was keen on rec-
ognizing MoH staff’s efforts as they battle extreme
heat and the danger of infection on a daily basis to
protect the community and the nation. 

Zain has also launched an awareness campaign
on its social media platforms through which the
company encouraged the public to vaccinate and

achieve the nation’s goals in reaching social immu-
nity. In addition, Zain distributed “VACCINATED”
stickers at Kuwait Vaccination Center in Mishref,
Jaber Causeway Vaccination Center, as well as on
Snap, Instagram, and WhatsApp to promote posi-
tivity about vaccination.   

Zain recently organized an internal COVID-19
vaccination campaign at its main headquarters in

Shuwaikh in collaboration with the Ministry of
Health. The campaign aimed at supporting the
efforts exerted by the nation’s authorities in immu-
nizing the community during the pandemic.    

Throughout the past 18 months, Zain has show-
cased the spirit of responsibility as a leading
national company by making its human and tech
resources available to shoulder the public sector
and maintain the nation’s wellbeing. 

The company also launched numerous social
awareness campaigns aimed at elevating the health
and safety of the community. Not only that, but Zain
was also keen on continuing its support of social,
educational, and cultural initiatives - which it has
always been a top supporter of - in a virtual format
this time to adhere to official health measures and
guidelines to keep everyone involved safe. 

Zain’s tireless efforts have extended throughout
the year, where it has launched its own social initia-
tives, supported existing health and social pro-
grams, in addition to handling the crisis, all under its
corporate sustainability and social responsibility
strategy.

KUWAIT: Jaber Causeway Vaccination Center’s General Supervisor Dr Talal Al-Fadhalah (second left)
with Zain Kuwait’s External and Internal Relations Department Manager Hamad Al-Matar (left), the cen-
ter’s Technical Supervisor Dr Hamad Al-Ansari (second right), and the center’s Administrative Supervisor
Dr Dalal Al-Ajmi.

Kuwait 2nd cheapest
Gulf city for
foreigners: Mercer
KUWAIT: Kuwait City is the second cheapest city
among Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
in terms of cost of living for foreign residents,
according to the 2021 Mercer cost of living city
index. Kuwait ranks 115 out of 206 cities in this
year’s index; down two spots from 2020’s index.
Kuwait City ranks second after Doha, which the
index ranks as the cheapest GCC city for foreigners
at 130 worldwide. Dubai meanwhile became cheap-
er for foreigners within a one year’s period accord-
ing to Mercer, as the index ranks the city in the 41st
place, down from 23rd a year ago. Yet, it remains
the second most expensive in the Gulf after Riyadh,
which ranks 29th on this year’s list, a slight increase
from 2020’s list in which it ranked 31st.

After Dubai, Manama is considered the third
most expensive GCC city as it is placed 71st on the
index. The Omani capital Muscat is the third most
affordable in the Gulf, and it became cheaper to live

there in the past year as it ranks 108th on this year’s
list, a drop from 96th on last year’s list. Globally, the
Lebanese capital Beirut overtook Tokyo as the third
most expensive city in the world for foreigner,
jumping from the 45th place in 2020 while the
Japanese capital dropped one place to fourth.
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan (first), Hong Kong (second)
and Zurich, Switzerland (fifth) round up the top five.
The index’s ranking was based on more than 200
factors that include housing, transportation, food,
clothing, household goods and entertainment.

Kuwait hails
WHO rapport
amid COVID fight
KUWAIT: Kuwait has forged a partnership with
the World Health Organization (WHO) as part of the
country’s efforts to combat the coronavirus pan-
demic, its health ministry said, citing the emergence
of more contagious variants as a reason for further
cooperation. “Kuwait was the first country WHO
visited back when the pandemic first struck,” said
Dr Rehab Al-Watayan, the ministry’s international
relations officer, adding it was a testament to the
“proximity” of bilateral ties. On WHO’s newly-
opened regional office in Kuwait, the official
expected the facility to serve as a catalyst for
greater cooperation, which is necessary to topple
the COVID pandemic, she said. On what the future
has in store, the global health body’s representative
in Kuwait Dr Assad Hafeez said he was certain that
common goals would “come to fruition,” chiefly,
efforts to eradicate the COVID pandemic and its
newly identified strains. — KUNA

Kuwait pension
fund assets hit
record $23.1b in Q1
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Institution for Social
Security’s (PIFSS) assets rose to $23.1 billion in March,
the highest figure in the pension fund’s history, driven
by the financial market’s robust performance last year.
The gain in assets amounted to a 20.9 percent increase
from last year’s figure, subsequently ratcheting up
investment by 16.5 percent, PIFSS Director General
Mishal Al-Othman said in a statement. He attributed the
pension fund’s “record gains” to the diligence of a
national workforce that is “committed to sustainable
and long-term growth,” which includes proper asset
management, added the official. The fund’s investment
sector was propped up by the “global financial market’s
solid performance last year,” according to its deputy
chief for investment affairs Raed Al-Nisf, who predicted
“fluctuations” in the global stock market for the fore-
seeable future. The fund “routinely updates” its plans
and strategies to keep investment growth steady,
“based on the latest developments in the global stock
market,” he added. —KUNA


