
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah received 
yesterday the UK’s Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda Lewis 
on the occasion of her new appointment. During the 
reception, both sides discussed issues of common interest 
and ways to enhance bilateral cooperation, said the 
Ministry of Defense in a press statement. The meeting was 
attended by British military attache to the country Col 
Paul Mulvaney. The Defense Minister, separately, then met 
the newly appointed ambassador of the Vatican Eugene 
Martin Nugent, discussing issues of mutual concern. Both 
receptions were attended by Army Chief-of-Staff Lt Gen 
Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah.  

Meanwhile, Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali 
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah held talks with the Vatican 
Ambassador Nugent. The two sides tackled several 

issues of common interest, especially related to security 
cooperation and ways to enhance it within the deep 

relations between the State of Kuwait and the Vatican. 
Ambassador Nugent expressed gratitude to the 

Kuwaiti minister for his hospitality, highlighting the 
importance of topics they have discussed. — KUNA 
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Kuwait’s Amir receives Crown 
Prince, Speaker, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yester-
day. His Highness the Amir also received Speaker of 
the National Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem, 
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 

Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His 
Highness the Crown Prince received Speaker 
Ghanem and His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
at Bayan Palace. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yes-
terday a condolences letter from Spanish King 

Filipe VI, expressing sincere condolences on 
demise of Sheikh Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir 
addressed a reply message to the Spanish King 
expressing heartfelt gratitude for the sincere senti-
ments of solace on the painful event. His Highness 
the Amir received a similar cable from Afghan 

President Asharf Ghani, who expressed deepest 
condolences to His Highness on the sad occasion, 
prayed to Almighty Allah to bestow mercy on the 
deceased’s soul. In a reply cable, His Highness the 
Amir expressed appreciation for the sincere senti-
ments, wishing good health and wellness to the 
President. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

Defense Minister 
meets UK, Vatican 
ambassadors

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
meets the UK’s Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda 
Lewis. —Defense and Interior Ministries photos

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali  Al-Sabah meets 
Ambassador of the Vatican to Kuwait Eugene 
Martin Nugent.

Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem 
Al-Sabah meets Ambassador of the Vatican to 
Kuwait Eugene Martin Nugent.

Deputy Foreign Minister 
meets French envoy

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Majdi Al-Dafiri meets French 
Ambassador to Kuwait Anne-Claire Legendre. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Majdi Al-Dafiri received 
yesterday French Ambassador to 
Kuwait Anne-Claire Legendre, 
whereas regional and international 

affairs were discussed. The meeting 
was attended by Assistant Foreign 
Minister for the Deputy Foreign 
Minister’s office Ambassador Ayham 
Al-Omar. — KUNA
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 appears that the country is “hijacked” by a small 

group that is unaware of the serious consequences 
constitutional violations pose on the constitutional 
system. 

He said that what happened during the latest 
Assembly session was unprecedented, but he 
praised the strong popular support for opposition 
lawmakers. Opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri 
vowed the opposition will continue to target the 
forces of corruption, saying “we will not surrender”. 
MP Mohammad Al-Mutair blasted the government 
and its supporters, saying that “those who think 

they have won are wrong”, adding that they have 
suffered a historic downfall. 

The liberal Kuwait Democratic Forum said in a 
statement that the approval of the budget without a 
presentation by the finance minister amounts to 
authorizing the government to squander public 
funds. The forum said such illegal practices by the 
government is “an ugly way of its continued aggres-
sion on the constitution”. 

A group of Kuwaiti diwaniyas known for backing 
the government strongly criticized chaos caused by 
some MPs during Tuesday’s session, warning that 
this will distort the reputation of Kuwaiti democra-
cy. In a session marred by shouts, quarrels and even 
punches, the Assembly on Tuesday passed the state 
budget amid stiff opposition by many lawmakers, 
who demanded a full debate before the vote. Parts 
of the session and the voting were held under the 
protection of Assembly guards, a rare event in 
Kuwait. — Agencies 

Kuwaiti armed 
forces to help...
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 nuclear deal between Iran and world 

powers. That agreement is staunchly 
opposed by the Zionist entity, a US ally. Iran 
accuses the Zionist state of being behind a 
sabotage attack on its Natanz uranium 
enrichment plant in April and the assassina-
tion of its top nuclear scientist Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh last November. 

The Zionist entity neither confirmed nor 
denied involvement in the “small explosion” 
at Natanz, but public radio said it was a 
sabotage operation by the Mossad spy 
agency, citing unnamed intelligence sources. 
The New York Times, quoting unnamed US 
and Zionist intelligence officials, said there 
had been “a (Zionist) role” in that attack. 

At the time, the Iranian foreign ministry 
accused the Zionist entity of an act of 
“nuclear terrorism” aimed at scuttling the 
Vienna nuclear talks and vowed revenge. 

The Zionist state has also never commented 
on Fakhrizadeh’s assassination. The Zionist 
state argues the nuclear agreement could 
allow the Islamic republic to develop a 
bomb. Iran has always denied seeking 
nuclear weapons. 

Yair Lapid, foreign minister in the Zionist 
entity’s new coalition government, last week 
pledged the Zionist state “will do whatever it 
takes to prevent Iran obtaining a nuclear 
bomb” and said he was opposed to a revival 
of the 2015 deal. Yesterday’s sabotage 
attack also comes two days after Iran said it 
temporarily shut down its only nuclear pow-
er plant at Bushehr on the country’s Gulf 
coast for maintenance work. 

The Bushehr plant and its 1,000-
megawatt reactor were built by Russia and 
officially handed over in Sept 2013, despite 
concerns over its location in an earthquake-
prone area. The 2015 nuclear deal promised 
Iran sanctions relief in return for limits on its 
nuclear program. The deal was torpedoed in 
2018 when then US president Donald Trump 
unilaterally withdrew from it and reimposed 
punishing sanctions on Iran. 

Trump’s successor Joe Biden favors 
rejoining the accord and the remaining par-

ties are engaged in negotiations in Vienna to 
try to salvage it. The developments come 
days after ultraconservative cleric Ebrahim 
Raisi was elected Iran’s next president in an 
election the United States denounced as 
neither free nor fair.  

Raisi, seen as close to supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who holds ultimate 
political power in Iran, said on Monday he 
would not allow the nuclear negotiations to 
drag on. He is set to replace moderate 
President Hassan Rouhani, who has served 
the maximum of two consecutive four-year 
terms, in August. 

Germany, which is a party to the nuclear 
talks, said yesterday that it believes there is 
a “good chance” a deal can be struck soon. 
“Regarding the negotiations in Vienna, they 
aren’t easy - that’s been clear in recent 
weeks,” Foreign Minister Heiko Maas told a 
joint news conference in Berlin with US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken. 
“Nevertheless we are moving forward step 
by step in every round of negotiations and 
we assume that in the context of the 
(Iranian) presidential election, there’s a 
good chance to conclude them in the fore-
seeable future.” — AFP 

Attack on Iran 
atomic agency...
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intensive care, and there is no outcome data for 

five cases. 
The cases are predominantly among males, most 

occur after the second dose, and there are no con-
firmed deaths at this time. More than 50 million dos-
es of both the Pfizer and Moderna mRNA vaccines 
had been administered to young people aged 12-19 
as of June 11. While the case numbers are low, they 
are still higher than what would be expected in the 
age groups and the CDC is studying what the bio-
logical trigger might be. 

“Myocarditis is a rare disease but it’s not a new 
disease, it’s been around for a while,” said Matthew 
Oster, a member of the CDC’s COVID vaccine task 
force. “Traditionally there have been thought to have 
viral triggers, although there can be others. It does 
appear that mRNA vaccine may be a new trigger for 
myocarditis,” he added. 

But according to CDC modeling based on data 
from late May, the risk-benefit profile still favors the 
use of COVID vaccines, even though young people 
are at lower risk of severe COVID compared to old-
er people. For every million second doses given to 
12-to-17-year-old boys, 5,700 COVID cases, 215 
hospitalizations, 71 ICU admissions and two deaths 
would be prevented across 120 days, according to 
the analysis. Between 56 to 69 cases of myocarditis 
would be expected. 

Lorry Rubin, director of pediatric infectious dis-

eases at Cohen Children’s Medical Center told AFP 
that his own hospital had seen a few cases of ado-
lescent males developing chest pain a day or two 
after the second dose of an mRNA vaccine. The 
Pfizer vaccine is currently the only shot authorized 
in adolescents aged 12 and up. Moderna is author-
ized from age 18 upwards. 

“The cases have been relatively mild,” added 
Rubin, with the patients returning to normal within a 
few days after treatment with medicine like ibupro-
fen. Myocarditis is estimated to affect about 0.8 per 
100,000 children per year and is more common 
among infants and teens. Even if a causal link to the 
vaccines is established, Rubin said it should be 
weighed against the risks to children from COVID. 

While children are less affected than adults, the 
virus has still hospitalized more than 3,000 children 
in the United States over the course of the pandem-
ic, and led to more than 300 deaths, according to 
official data. Some 2,700 people under 30 have died 
from COVID. 

“We’ve actually had more kids infected with 
COVID that we know who have had long term 
impacts, some of whom have been quite ill with car-
diac symptoms in the hospital,” stressed Lee Savio 
Beers, president of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 

Other experts have adopted a more cautious line. 
Monica Gandhi, an infectious diseases and public 
health expert at the University of California San 
Francisco, said that the United States had gone 
beyond some other countries’ recommendations on 
vaccinating teens. These include Germany and the 
Zionist entity, which only recommend vaccinating 
adolescents who are at high risk, while Britain is still 
examining the data and hasn’t yet reached a deci-
sion. — AFP  

Heart problems  
in teens after...

PARIS: Searing, unrelenting heat scorches large 
swathes of the Earth, killing millions who have no 
means to escape. Shade is useless, and shallow bod-
ies of water are warmer than the blood coursing 
through people’s veins. This is a scene from a new 
sci-fi novel, but the suffocating horror it describes 
may be closer to science than fiction, according to a 
draft UN report that warns of dire consequences 
for billions if global warming continues unchecked. 

Earlier climate models suggested it would take 
nearly another century of unabated carbon pollu-
tion to spawn heatwaves exceeding the absolute 
limit of human tolerance. But updated projections 
warn of unprecedented killer heatwaves on the near 
horizon, according to a 4,000-page 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
report, seen exclusively by AFP before its scheduled 
release in February 2022. 

The chilling report by the UN’s climate science 
advisory panel paints a grim - and deadly - picture 
for a warming planet. If the world warms by 1.5 
degrees Celsius - 0.4 degrees above today’s level - 
14 percent of the population will be exposed to 
severe heatwaves at least once every five years, “a 
significant increase in heatwave magnitude”, the 
report says. Going up half a degree would add 
another 1.7 billion people. — AFP 

After COVID, could  
the next big killer  
be heatwaves?


