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Aisha, a migrant from Guinea plays with her daughter at a
park in the southeastern Tunisian town of Medenine. —AFP

One killed as truck
hits crowd at 
Florida Pride parade
FORT LAUDERDALE: The driver of a pickup truck
slammed into a crowd gathering for a Pride parade
Saturday in south Florida, killing one man and injuring
another, authorities said. While the truck appeared to
be taking part in the procession, it was not immedi-
ately clear if the crash was a deliberate assault or an
accident. Police detective Ali Adamson said officials
were evaluating all possibilities.

The incident happened at the start of the Wilton
Manors Stonewall Pride Parade and festival, an
LGBTQ celebration in a town near Fort Lauderdale.
The white pickup truck was lined up with other floats
for the parade when it accelerated and ran into pedes-
trians before crashing into a plant nursery, Local 10
News said. The driver was later taken into custody.
Two adult men were transported to a medical center
where one later died, Adamson told reporters in a tel-
evised press briefing. The other remains hospitalized
but is expected to survive, she added.

The driver and the victims are members of the
Fort Lauderdale Gay Men’s Chorus, according to a
statement from the group’s president Justin Knight,
who called the incident an “unfortunate accident”.
“Our thoughts and prayers are with those affected by
the unfortunate accident that occurred when the
Stonewall Pride Parade was just getting started,” he
said in the statement. —AFP

TEHRAN: Iran’s ultraconservatives yesterday hailed the
election victory of their candidate Ebrahim Raisi, after
Washington charged the vote was unfair.

Raisi, 60, won Friday’s election in which more than
half the voters stayed away after many political heavy-
weights had been barred from running and as an eco-
nomic crisis driven by US sanctions has battered the
country. An austere figure from the clerical establish-
ment, Raisi takes over from the moderate incumbent
Hassan Rouhani, who must leave office in August after
eight years in power.

Rais is seen as close to the 81-year-old supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who holds ultimate politi-
cal power in Iran.

“The Dawn of a New Era,” read the jubilant front-
page headline of the conservative Resalat daily, welcom-
ing the 62 percent win by Raisi, the head of Iran’s judici-
ary. Raisi was congratulated by Russia, Turkey and sev-
eral Gulf states, and by Iran’s regional allies including

Syrian President Bashir Al-Assad, Lebanon’s Hezbollah
and Hamas in the Gaza Strip.

Raisi’s victory had been widely anticipated after the
Guardian Council, made up of 12 clerics and jurists, had
approved just seven candidates, all men, out of a field of
almost 600 hopefuls. Iran’s moderate Jomhouri-e Eslami
daily highlighted that conservatives had now cemented
their hold on power, from parliament and the Guardian
Council to the court system and armed forces.

Using a touch of irony, its editorial said that “we, the
people of Iran, owed the conservative faction a homoge-
neous government” and “the people have delivered”.

‘Epic’ turnout 
Turnout reached 48.8 percent, a record low for a

presidential poll since Iran’s 1979 revolution ousted the
US-backed monarchy.

The ultraconservative Kayhan daily argued the voter
participation was “epic” considering the economic crisis,

COVID pandemic and the “enemy’s propaganda”, refer-
ring to boycott calls from Iranian opposition groups
abroad. The Resalat daily welcomed the change from the
Rouhani administration which it said has been dogged by
political infighting and occupied with “fruitless domestic
and foreign challenges”.

Rouhani’s landmark achievement was the 2015 deal
with world powers under which Iran agreed to limit its
nuclear program in return for sanctions relief. That deal
has however been hanging by a thread since then-US
president Donald Trump withdrew from it in 2018 and
launched a “maximum pressure” campaign to diplomati-
cally and economically isolate Iran.

While Iran has always denied seeking a nuclear
weapon, Trump charged it was still planning to build the
bomb and was destabilizing the Middle East through
armed proxy groups in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen.
Since US President Joe Biden took office this year, talks
involving Iran and the remaining parties to the accord —

Britain, China, France, Germany and Russia — have
resumed in Vienna, with the US taking part indirectly.

‘Anti-Western views’ 
Raisi has said Iran should keep negotiating with the aim

of ending the punishing sanctions that have largely cut the
country of 83 million off from global markets and financial
systems. The US State Department said after Raisi’s elec-
tion win that Washington would continue talks over Iran’s
nuclear program, working with its allies and partners.

A spokesperson charged however that “Iranians were
denied their right to choose their own leaders in a free
and fair electoral process”. Analysts for think-thank the
Eurasia Group said Raisi’s election win would likely not
derail the ongoing Vienna talks to salvage the nuclear
deal. But they warned that “his hardline, anti-Western
views are a sharp break from the more moderate stances
of Rouhani and will have a significant impact on Tehran’s
relationship with the outside world”. —AFP
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TEHRAN: A woman holds a poster of Iran’s newly-elected president Ebrahim Raisi, with text in reading “government of the people, strong Iran”, as supporters celebrate his victory in Imam Hussein square in the capital late Saturday. —AFP

Women migrants 
reduced to sex 
slaves in Libya ‘hell’
TRIPOLI: For Aisha, sexual slavery was something
you only heard about happening to others in televi-
sion reports, until she found herself locked in a liv-
ing “hell” in Libya.

“I had left a nightmare only to fall into hell,” said
the migrant from Guinea, lured to the North African
country that criminal gangs have turned into a den of
racketeering. Aisha fled her home country after five
miscarriages: for her in-laws and the neighborhood,
she was either sterile or a witch.

But the young woman was simply diabetic. “I just
wanted to disappear from my country,” said Aisha, a
graduate in hotel management.

She contacted a former classmate who appeared to
have made a life for herself in neighboring Libya and
who lent Aisha money to join her. “I didn’t even see
the country. As soon as I arrived, I was locked up, I
was a slave. She brought men to me and she got the
money.”

Locked in a room with a toilet, she only saw the
“friend” who had duped her when she was brought in
food, “like a dog”. “The men came drunk. I’d rather not
remember it,” said Aisha, still trembling. “I thought my
life was over.”

After three months, a Libyan man took pity on her,
threatened her captor and put Aisha on a bus to
Tunisia with 300 Libyan dinars ($65) in her pocket.
After her diabetes was treated, she even gave birth to
a baby girl late last year. She now dreams of Europe,
but returning to Libya is out of the question. —AFP

FORT LAUDERDALE:  Police officers and others assist-
ing two people lying on the ground after being hit by a
pickup truck during a Pride parade in Wilton Manors,
near Fort Lauderdale, Florida Saturday. —AFP


