
RIAYDH: The unusual increase in
the number of refugees due to
wars and conflicts requires sup-
port of the internation-
al community, Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) Secretary
General Dr Nayef Al-
Hajrf said. The GCC
countries’ distinguished
stances are always
supportive to the
regional and interna-
tional peace, he added
in a speech marking
World Refugee Day,
which falls on June 20 every year.
He emphasized GCC’s support to
alleviate the suffering of refugees,
indicating that Gulf nations are the
highest ranked in offering humani-
tarian and rescue aid. GCC nations

are looking forward to spreading
peace all over the globe, so that
refugees would be able to go back

to their homelands,
Hajraf said. He praised
efforts exerted by the
Office of the United
Nations High
Commissioner for
Human Rights
(OHCHR), as well as by
hosting and donors’
countries, he affirmed.
Hajref stressed on
GCC countries’ com-
mitment in offering the

required protection and basic life
needs to refugees, especially dur-
ing the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic time, which only wors-
ened their life and deepened their
suffering. — KUNA
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Kuwait reports
25 COVID deaths
in three days
KUWAIT: Kuwait has announced 25 deaths
related to the novel coronavirus over a three-
day period, while the daily infected cases’ rate
continued to register high numbers. The
Ministry of Health on Saturday reported 11
new COVID-19 deaths and 1,497 infections
over the previous 24 hours, putting total fatali-
ties at 1,862 and the caseload at 337,371.
Kuwait had reported nine and five deaths, in
addition to 1,658 and 1,646 new cases on
Friday and Thursday, respectively.

Total recoveries have reached 318,419 after
1,388 patients recovered during the same peri-
od, the ministry said on Saturday. Recoveries
on Friday and Thursday reached 1,386 and
1,427 respectively. Moreover, 17,090 patients
in total were receiving healthcare, including
209 at intensive care units as of Saturday, the
ministry added. This is up from 16,992 patients,
including 202 in ICUs announced on Friday,
and 16,729 patients, including 196 in ICUs
announced on Thursday. 

In a measure to curb the spread of the
virus, the Cabinet had announced Thursday
that unvaccinated people will not be allowed
to dine at restaurants and cafes, enter huge
malls exceeding 6,000 square meters in area,
health clubs and salons. Entry is allowed to
people who have received two doses or at
least 14 days after taking one dose. Kuwait had
last week announced the detection of an
unspecified number of the delta variant of the
coronavirus. Kuwait has been witnessing a
spike in the number of new coronavirus cases
which exceeded 1,300 for over a week.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
called yesterday for supporting refugees around the
world, providing them with protection, health, edu-
cational and social care. In a statement to the press
marking World Refugee Day, KRCS Chairman Dr
Hilal Al-Sayer, said Kuwait’s contribution to helping
refugees around the world was clear by responding
to humanitarian crises in various parts of the world
to alleviate the suffering of millions of refugees.
Assistance provided by Kuwait via governmental
and non-governmental institutions confirms the
importance of its role in international humanitarian
work to serve refugees all over the world, he added
in a statement. KRCS works with the refugees for
better living and future, especially for the Syrian
refugees in Lebanon, Jordan and Rohingya in
Bangladesh, Sayer said.

With the increase in the number of refugees

around the world, the human suffering they are
experiencing exacerbated, Sayer added, as he
called organizations and authorities in the world to
quickly establish a specialized body to spread
awareness among the refugees. Sayer stressed
KRCS, through its partners in Kuwait Fund for
Economic Development, is ready to provide support
for Syrian refugees in Lebanon and to continue
providing support to the displaced Rohingya in
Bangladesh. 

Kuwait fund’s contributions
The State of Kuwait has been a major contribu-

tor to humanitarian aid, coordinating with UN
agencies and organizations working in humanitari-
an, refugees and human rights affairs to help those
in need around the globe. Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) has been at the

forefront in executing humanitarian initiatives to
provide quality assistance to refugees, offering 106
grants with a total of $1.304 million up until fiscal
year 2019-20.

The fund, in a report marking the 50th World
Refugee Day, said the humanitarian contribution was
part of Kuwait government’s international obligations
to help refugees who were forced to flee their homes
because of wars and conflicts. It said it offered assis-
tance to Palestinian, Iraqi, Syrian, Yemeni and
Myanmar’s refugees in host countries, in addition to
Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt and Bangladesh. The
fund, it said, initiated solid partnerships with UN
agencies and national organizations to improve living
and health conditions of people in need.

Housing and education
Citing examples of the contributions, KFAED

said it funded a UNHCR project to improve infra-
structure of housing facilities of Syrian refugees in
Iraq’s Kurdistan region and in Lebanon. It also
financed projects of UN Palestinian refugees
agency (UNRWA) in Gaza Strip, which included
construction of schools. It co-financed a campaign
to raise awareness against coronavirus inside Syria.

KFAED, it added, contributed to cancer treat-
ment centers in Lebanon and Jordan. It joined hands
with Kuwait Red Crescent Society to offer logistical
assistance to the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.
The aid included building 1,200 housing units and
1,200 packages, which included blankets, kitchen-
ware and solar power lights, in addition to con-
structing schools, mosques and health centers.
Kuwait also hosted international conferences to
help people in Syria and Iraq, during which donors
pledged billions of US dollars. — KUNA

Kuwait calls for supporting
refugees around the world

This handout photo released by Kuwait Red Crescent Society shows
people collecting aid during a campaign organized by KRCS to aid
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.

This handout photo released by Kuwait Red Crescent Society shows
refugees collecting aid during a campaign organized by KRCS.

This handout photo released by Kuwait Red Crescent
Society shows KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer (left)
during a campaign to aid Syrian refugees.

BEIRUT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer
opened yesterday wards at Wardieh
Hospital in Beirut, which KRCS helped
restore after it was damaged by a massive
explosion of Beirut Port in August 2020.
Sayer opened three wards 10 months after
the start of renovation work.
Representative of the People’s Committee
for Fundraising in Kuwait Tareq Al-Salem
Al-Mutawa and Head of KRCS’s mission in
Lebanon Dr Musa’ad Al-Enezi participat-
ed in the ceremony. At the ceremony, a
documentary was shown about the
moment of the explosion and what the
hospital was exposed to. Sayer affirmed
KRCS’ keenness to pay great attention to
the health sector, because it constitutes
the primary need in crises and disasters.
After the explosion, many hospitals in
Beirut lost their ability to treat the injured
and provide medical services to others,
which rushed them to provide them with

support, he said.
Meanwhile, Mutawa said that KRCS

immediately took the initiative to collect
donations from philanthropists to complete
this humanitarian work. In turn, Nicola Al-
Aqiqi, head of the hospital, said that after
the explosion, they were in a state of loss
and confusion, then witnessed Kuwait
standing by Lebanon’s side which gave
them hope and strength. She pointed out

that the wards that are restored returned to
the best of what they were, re-equipped
with good technology. The affected hospi-
tals also delivered medical equipment and
health materials that were transported
through an air bridge that Kuwait began to
set up the day after the explosion, which
transported through 18 Kuwaiti Air Force
planes more than 820 tons of needs to
Lebanon. — KUNA

BEIRUT: Dr Hilal Al-Sayer (left) and Tareq Al-Mutawa cut a cake during a ceremony to
celebrate the reopening of wards at Wardieh Hospital in Beirut. — KUNA photos
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stc recognizes
Tarahom Volunteer
Team for their 
contributions
KUWAIT: Chief Executive Officer of stc Maziad
Al-Harbi on behalf of stc, honored the members of
the Tarahom Volunteer Team in appreciation of their
vital role and continuous contribution to the com-
munity. The recognition came in a message of grati-
tude during a recognition ceremony, highlighting
the team’s successful achievements over different
initiatives that brought the two organizations
together over the past years. 

On this joyous occasion, Harbi commended the
actions taken by the Tarahom Volunteer Team’s man-
agement through a heartfelt speech in which he
acknowledged the series of campaigns and teams that
stc collaborated with. The collaborative partnership
aided in successfully implementing stc’s Ramadan
campaigns in 2020 and 2021, as well as the Kuwait
desert clean-up ‘Subiya’ initiative. To commemorate
the volunteers for their humanitarian acts during the
special occasion, stc distributed certificates to
acknowledge all their hard work and dedication.

stc released a statement indicating that this step
stems from the Company’s commitment and strate-
gy to support the Kuwaiti society through various
humanitarian and goodwill initiatives. This also
reflects the strong and successful relationship
shared between the two organizations in driving the
community and preserving the local environment.

In this regard, stc stated that it had recently
launched a community-based campaign titled,
“Today_We_Can”, in collaboration with the
Tarahom Volunteer Team, for the second year in a
row. The campaign consisted of two different initia-
tives that focused on spreading joy and happiness
to the hearts of various members in the local com-
munity throughout the holy month of Ramadan.

The company also partnered with the Tarahom

Volunteer Team in the “Let’s Clean” campaign. The
initiative was marked as the largest of its kind
desert clean-up in Kuwait and took place in the
Subiya area during the beginning of the winter
camping season. The event was considered a signif-
icant one as the Subiya area serves as a prime des-
tination for families for camping and experiencing a
range of leisure activities. 

stc, as well as several small to medium sized
enterprises, governmental institutions, private com-
panies, and volunteers, participated in the Tarahom
Volunteer Team’s Subiya initiative to properly dis-
pose of all waste materials left in the desert.
Collectively, 1,375 participants managed to collect
over 10 tons of matter that was placed in over 2,500
waste disposal bags.

Meanwhile, Danah Faisal Al-Jasem, General
Manager of Corporate Communications at stc, said,
“While leisure activities are essential to achieving a
healthy lifestyle balance, we must not lose sight of
the importance of preserving our environment and
reducing the output of harmful waste. Having said
that, we are determined to support our society
through various humanitarian initiatives, which is
where the Tarahom Volunteer Team’s role comes
into play by organizing and implementing such
activities in collaboration with stc.” 

Jasem extended stc’s gratitude and appreciation
towards the Tarahom Volunteer Team for the effort
they placed forth to successfully achieve the objec-

tive set out under stc’s Ramadan campaign.
Additionally, she thanked the team for their leading
role in organizing the desert clean-up initiative, and
for their resilient dedication towards making the
local community a better place.

Jasem concluded that the recognition ceremony,
attended by stc’s CEO, reflects the core values that
stc stands by with the aim of achieving sustainable
and effective results. stc will continue to organize
initiatives, participate in activities, and launch cam-
paigns that empower the community and support a
sustainable lifestyle despite the unprecedented cir-
cumstances faced today. 

Chief Executive Officer of stc Maziad Al-Harbi and Danah Faisal Al-Jasem, General Manager of Corporate
Communications at stc in a group photo with the public relations team at stc and the Tarahom Volunteer Team.

KUWAIT: Chief Executive Officer of stc Maziad Al-
Harbi honors the Tarahom Volunteer Team.


