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LONDON: Lackluster England were denied an early
ticket into the Euro 2020 last 16 on Friday as Scotland
held their historic rivals to a goalless draw while World
Cup finalists Croatia face an uphill task to progress.
Elsewhere, Sweden took a step towards the next round
with a 1-0 win over Slovakia and Denmark midfielder
Christian Eriksen was released from hospital, six days
after suffering a cardiac arrest.

England took on Scotland at Wembley for the 100th
time in a competitive fixture but for just the second time

at a major tournament, 25 years after they met at Euro
96. Despite having just 2,500 tickets in the crowd of
22,500 limited by coronavirus restrictions, Scottish fans
made their presence felt in a sizzling atmosphere in the
pouring rain.

England, who beat Croatia 1-0 in their opening
match of the tournament, knew victory against their
fierce foes would seal their progress with a match to
spare. But Scotland dug deep and gave Gareth

Southgate’s side some scares as they sealed a deserved
0-0 draw. The home side started brightly, with John
Stones hitting the post with a header, but lacked fluency
and an attacking edge and captain Harry Kane was
again peripheral. Lyndon Dykes saw the visitors’ best
effort of an impressive second half cleared off the line
by Reece James.

“It was a frustrating night, we know we can play bet-
ter,” England boss Gareth Southgate told ITV. “Got to
give Scotland credit, they defended valiantly and played

well. “We didn’t do enough to win the game but after
that the thing we have to worry about in tournament
football is we had to make sure we didn’t lose it.”

Scotland manager Steve Clarke said his team had
been “unfairly criticized” after their 2-0 defeat against
the Czech Republic on Monday. “We had chances to
win, England had moments as well,” he said. “Looking at
this you wouldn’t have known which is the favorite,
which is a credit to us. The most pleasing thing was we

played when we had the ball and created a number of
chances.”

Earlier, Croatia picked up their first point with a 1-1
draw against the Czech Republic in Glasgow but cap-
tain Luka Modric was disappointed with his team’s
showing. Czech striker Patrik Schick’s first-half penalty
gave him the early lead in the race for the Golden Boot
with his third goal of the tournament, but Ivan Perisic’s
excellent 47th-minute strike earned Croatia a draw.

However, the 2018 World Cup runners-up will have
to beat Scotland on Tuesday and hope other results go
their way if they are to reach the knockout rounds.
“There is a bitter taste after this match, as we didn’t
win,” said Modric. “We entered the match really disor-
ganized. We looked better in the second half. We scored
that goal and we could have scored even more, but
unfortunately we didn’t win. Now, we have to defeat
Scotland to go through.”

The Czechs and England, who meet on Tuesday, both
have four points in Group D, with Scotland and Croatia
on one apiece.

Eriksen discharged
Slovakia blew their chance to qualify for the last 16

with a match to spare after losing to Sweden in Saint
Petersburg and conceding top spot in Group E to their
opponents. The Swedes were heavily criticized for their
ultra-defensive approach in their opening match, a goal-
less draw with Spain, but Janne Andersson’s team were
far more forward-looking on Friday.

Emil Forsberg’s penalty 13 minutes from the end
earned Sweden a win which gives them four points, one
more than second-placed Slovakia. Spain sit third in the
group with a single point ahead of their game against
Poland in Seville on Saturday, boosted by the return of
captain Sergio Busquets to Luis Enrique’s squad after
testing negative for COVID-19. Denmark’s Eriksen was
released from hospital following a “successful opera-
tion” nearly a week after suffering a cardiac arrest
against Finland. Doctors said Thursday that Eriksen, 29,
would have a heart defibrillator implanted to regulate
his heart rhythm, casting doubt over whether he will be
able to play again. “The operation went well, and I am
doing well under the circumstances,” Eriksen said in a
statement from the Danish Football Union. “Thank you
for the massive number of greetings — it has been
incredible to see and feel.” — AFP

England held by Scotland at Euro
2020 as Croatia face battle to qualify

Kane’s England
place in question
after Scotland flop
LONDON: Harry Kane’s lackluster form at Euro 2020
has left Gareth Southgate facing a selection dilemma as
England look to bounce back from their limp 0-0 draw
against Scotland on Friday. Southgate’s side missed a
chance to book their place in the last 16 as they were
frustrated by a determined Scotland side who could easi-
ly have beaten their old rivals for the first time since 1999.

England managed just one shot on target at Wembley
and it was that lack of cutting edge which convinced
Southgate to replace Kane with Marcus Rashford 15 min-
utes from full-time. The change made no difference as
England were forced to settle for a point that stalled the
momentum after a 1-0 against Croatia in their opening
game on Sunday.

England can still qualify for the knockout stages if they
avoid defeat in their last Group D match against the
Czech Republic on Tuesday. But it is Kane’s tepid contri-
butions that will be giving Southgate cause for concern
with England’s goal of winning the tournament in mind.

Tottenham striker Kane went into the European
Championship having just won the Premier League
Golden Boot with 23 goals. But England’s captain has
been unable to replicate the prolific form that saw him
finish as top scorer at the 2018 World Cup.

Kane has looked sluggish inside the penalty area and
uninspired outside it. The creativity and predatory finish-
ing that made him a transfer target for Premier League
champions Manchester City have suddenly disappeared.
Southgate conceded England’s struggles against a well-
drilled, combative Scotland team had forced him to look
for an alternative to Kane, who only touched the ball once
in the penalty area in the first half.

“We needed more runs in behind. I felt Marcus
Rashford would give us that energy. At that point we had
got to try and get the goal,” Southgate said. “We have to
make these decisions based on what we see. We’re still
working on those patterns. We’re playing a high level of
games under the intensity and to find space tonight was
difficult. Scotland played well and we weren’t able to
open them up.”

‘Make the right decisions’
Isolated by Scotland’s clever game-plan, Kane

received minimal support from Raheem Sterling, Phil
Foden and Mason Mount. Jack Grealish’s introduction off
the bench gave England more energy and Kane would
surely relish the chance to feed off the Aston Villa play-
maker. “I think the whole team, we have got to look at the
whole performance and our use of the ball and review
where we can be better,” Southgate said when asked
about Kane. “That’s right across the board, so it’s not just
about one person. Scotland, I thought, marked him
extremely well.”

Whether the England manager will opt to replace
Kane with Rashford or Everton’s Dominic Calvert-Lewin
for the crucial Czech clash is another matter entirely.
Dropping a player with 34 England goals would be a
hugely brave call. Asked if he would make changes for the
Czech game, Southgate said: “We will see how everyone
is, prepare for a different type of opponent and make the
right decisions.” Kane had also been hauled off in the final
minutes against Croatia after failing to trouble the visi-
tors. The 27-year-old took his second successive substi-
tution on the chin, saying: “It’s part of the game. The man-
ager felt that was the right decision so you just have to
take it. It is what it is. It was a tough game. Scotland
defended really well. We know no game is going to be
easy it’s a European Championship and Scotland are
playing for their lives.”—AFP

LONDON: England’s defender John Stones heads the ball during the UEFA EURO 2020 Group D football match between
England and Scotland at Wembley Stadium in London on Friday. — AFP

Harry Kane

‘Unfinished’ Locatelli
comes of age for
Italy at Euro 2020
ROME: Italy midfielder Manuel Locatelli started Euro
2020 as a replacement for injured Marco Verratti but the
once-promising youngster who fell out of favor with for-
mer club AC Milan has finally come of age. The 23-year-
old’s impressive brace in a 3-0 win over Switzerland
midweek helped the Azzurri book their last-16 berth
with a game to spare.

It gives coach Roberto Mancini a welcome selection
headache with Verratti targeting a return from a knee
injury for the final Group A game against Wales today.
The coach could be reluctant to make adjustments to a
well-tuned engine that has scored six goals in two
games and conceded none.

For Sassuolo’s Locatelli the postponed tournament
has proven to be a welcome delay. “Locatelli has grown
a lot,” said Mancini, who called up the player for the first
time last September. “We think he’s a great player and
can improve. He’s a playmaker, he’s physical, has techni-
cal qualities, he has everything.”

“For a midfielder two goals are never a given,” added
the coach after Wednesday’s game in Rome. Those goals
have catapulted Locatelli back into the limelight, attract-
ing interest from Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri
who reportedly wants the 40-million-euro ($47 million)
rated player for his new midfield.

Known as ‘Loca’, the player from Lake Como in
northern Italy, started his career in Atalanta’s academy,
among a crop of talented youngsters who would later
form the backbone of Gian Piero Gasperini’s successful
side. Locatelli left Bergamo for AC Milan aged 11, pro-
gressing through the youth categories to sign a profes-
sional contract in 2015, making his first-team debut
around the same time as goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma.

‘Expectations sky high’
Expectations soared after he scored the winner

against Juventus in October 2016. But after three years
and just one more goal, Milan lost faith in their protege
and eventually sold him to Sassuolo for 14 million euros.

“Expectations were sky-high, I wasn’t even ready,”
recalled Locatelli. “It was devastating when I learned
that I was no longer part of the project, no longer impor-
tant to the team. But in the end this helped me. I needed
to change too.”

His dreams of emulating Andrea Pirlo would now be
played out away from the bright lights of the San Siro in
Emilia-Romagna where he flourished under Roberto De
Zerbi. “De Zerbi changed my life, thanks to him I got rid
of the unfinished label.” 

Legendary Milan coach Arrigo Sacchi estimates “it
took Locatelli two years to recover his modesty after the
good goal against Juve on his debut in Milan”. In three
seasons with Sassuolo he has scored seven goals in 99
games, and was a vital part of the team that pushed for
European football last season. His club form has been
transferred to the national set-up where he has played 12
times, scoring his first goal against Bulgaria in March,
with his double against Switzerland ensuring he can no
longer be considered as a simple replacement. —AFP

Wales’ Ramsey a ‘man
for the big occasions’
ahead of Italy return
BAKU: Wales midfielder Aaron Ramsey is used to
performing in important fixtures for club and country.
The Juventus playmaker has scored goals in crucial
qualifying matches, claimed three assists at Euro 2016
and starred in three FA Cup final wins for former club
Arsenal. Today, he heads to his adoptive Italy to face
the Azzurri in Wales’ final group game at Euro 2020.

The 30-year-old scored the opening goal in the
midweek win over Turkey to put his country on the
verge of reaching the last 16 for a second straight
European Championship. He joined the record 36-time
Italian champions two years ago but his time there so
far has been littered with various injuries and he has
only played 110 minutes for the Bianconeri since the
end of March.

“I don’t think that’s a concern with Aaron,” Wales
midfielder Joe Allen said on Friday. “He’s naturally
incredibly fit. He works tirelessly off the pitch to keep
himself in shape and I’ve never played with him and
thought he looks anything other than fully fit and sharp
and ready to go. As soon as he turned up here you
could see it wasn’t going to be a problem.”

Ramsey underlined his ability as a box-to-box mid-
fielder in the victory in Baku with a last-gasp 79th-
minute challenge in his own box on Turkey’s onrushing
left-back Mert Muldur. “He showed that the other
night with some of his touches, his movement and
everything he did,” Wales defender Connor Roberts
said this week. “Towards the end of the game they
attacked, and he made a tackle just behind me. I was
thinking ‘That’s Aaron Ramsey — if he can do that, we
all could show that’.” Ramsey came through Cardiff’s
academy and made his Wales bow a month before his
18th birthday. Gareth Bale set up Ramsey’s goals in the
Azeri capital after creating two other golden opportu-
nities for the former Gunner. —AFP

ROME: Manuel Locatelli (front) celebrates with Lorenzo
Insigne after he scored Italy’s first goal during the UEFA
EURO 2020 Group A match vs Switzerland at the Olympic
Stadium in Rome on June 16, 2021. — AFP


