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UN calls for states 
to ‘prevent the flow 
of arms’ into Myanmar
UNITED NATIONS: The UN General Assembly on
Friday took the rare step of calling on member states to
“prevent the flow of arms” into Myanmar, part of a non-
binding resolution condemning the military coup in the
violence-wracked country. The resolution — which did
not go so far as to call for a global arms embargo — also
demands that the military “immediately stop all violence
against peaceful demonstrators.”

It was approved by 119 countries, with 36 abstain-
ing including China, Myanmar’s main ally. Only one
country, Belarus, voted against it. This came on the
same day that the Security Council was holding infor-
mal talks on the situation in the Southeast Asian
nation, where the military ousted civilian leader Aung
San Suu Kyi on February 1.

The resolution was not passed by consensus, as had
been hoped, but rather through a vote, forcing all 193
UN countries to reveal their views.

In a quirk of history, Myanmar’s envoy to the world
body, Kyaw Moe Tun, voted in favor of the text. He has
passionately rejected the coup and brushed aside the
junta’s claims that he no longer represents Myanmar. The
United Nations still considers him as the rightful envoy.

After the vote, the diplomat voiced regret that it
had taken three months for the Assembly to adopt the
resolution and that it was not more explicit about an
arms embargo. 

Among the countries that abstained were Russia and
Mali, where a second military coup in less than a year
recently took place, Iran and Egypt, and Brunei,
Cambodia, Laos and Thailand. 

The UN General Assembly very rarely adopts resolu-
tions condemning military coups or calling for limits on
the arms supplied to the target country.

“It is the broadest and most universal condemnation
of the situation in Myanmar to date,” said Olof Skoog,
the European Union’s ambassador to the UN.  “The EU
is proud of the resolution just adopted by the UN
General Assembly. It sends a strong and powerful mes-
sage. It delegitimizes the military junta, condemns its
abuse and violence against its own people and demon-
strates its isolation in the eyes of the world,” he said. 

The resolution also calls for a restoration of
democracy in Myanmar, and the release of all
detained civilian leaders.

“We absolutely must create the conditions for
democracy to be reinstated,” said UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres before the vote on the reso-
lution, hoping for a “very clear message” from the
General Assembly. 

‘Do the obvious’ 
It asks for the implementation of a five-point plan

drafted by ASEAN in April including the naming of an
envoy from the bloc. The text also calls on the junta to
allow the UN envoy to Myanmar, Christine Schraner
Burgener, to visit the country, and for safe passage of
humanitarian aid.

Burgener briefed the Security Council during its
closed-door meeting on Myanmar on Friday. No joint
statement was adopted at that meeting because of
persistent divisions between its members, diplomats
told AFP.

The Assembly resolution “calls on UN member states
to do the obvious: stop providing weapons to
Myanmar,” said Human Rights Watch. 

“Months of atrocities and grave human rights abus-
es by the junta’s security forces have shown time and
again why no government should be sending them a
single bullet. The UN Security Council should now step
up and pass its own resolution imposing a global arms
embargo on Myanmar,” said Louis Charbonneau, UN
Director at HRW. 

The resolution is an opportunity “to show that the
world stands with the people of Myanmar, and not the
military” who “committed horrific acts of violence
against ordinary civilians,” said British Ambassador to
the UN Barbara Woodward. More than 860 civilians
have been killed in Myanmar since the coup, according
to the UN and the Association for the Assistance of
Political Prisoners (AAPP). —AFP

YANGON: Anti-coup protesters in Myanmar
donned flowers in their hair yesterday to mark the
birthday of ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi,
who remains under house arrest and is due to face
court again next week.

Suu Kyi’s elected government was overthrown in
a February 1 coup that sparked mass protests and
renewed clashes between the military and ethnic
rebel armies in border regions. Flowers tucked into
a bun have long been a signature look of Suu Kyi,
who turned 76 yesterday.

Many replicated the floral hairstyle and uploaded
pictures onto social media across Myanmar for the
occasion. Among them was Myanmar Miss Universe
beauty queen Thuzar Wint Lwin, who wore red
flowers in her hair and wrote: “May our leader be
healthy.”

In Yangon’s north, protesters put up posters on
power lines wishing Suu Kyi a happy birthday and
expressing solidarity. “Happy Birthday Mother Suu.
We are right behind you,” the signs read.

Some marched with black umbrellas and banners
that read “freedom from fear” alongside pictures of
Suu Kyi. In the border region of Karen state, some
rebel soldiers were photographed holding their
guns and yellow, white and purple posies, as well as
single flowers tucked behind their ears.

Demonstrators in the south-eastern city of
Dawei made a giant pink birthday cake and brought
it to their street protest. The Noble Peace Prize

Laureate’s international reputation was damaged
after she defended Myanmar’s military over allega-
tions of genocide against the ethnic minority
Rohingya population in troubled Rakhine state in
2017.

Back in court 
Not all Myanmar flower protest participants

were full of praise for Suu Kyi. “I am involved in this
campaign because now she is unfairly detained by
the military and her civilian rights... and freedom is
denied,” a 35-year-old activist told AFP, adding it
wasn’t personal support. “After she is free from her
detention, she will have to take full responsibility
over her silence concerning the suffering of
Rohingya and other ethnic groups.”

Czech Republic Prime Minister Andrej Babis sent
birthday wishes to Suu Kyi from afar. “I wish you all
the best for your health and strength... We stand
with the people of Burma,” he said. The civilian
death toll since the coup is estimated to be at least
870 people and close to 5,000 protesters are in
detention after being arrested, according to a local
monitoring group.

Suu Kyi is due back in court next week and has
been hit with an eclectic raft of criminal charges,
including accepting illegal payments of gold and
violating a colonial-era secrecy law. She went on
trial for sedition on Tuesday, but journalists were
barred from observing proceedings. —AFP

Protesters put up posters on power lines

Myanmar protesters wear flowers 
to mark Suu Kyi’s birthday

YANGON: Protesters make the three-finger salute and hold posters of Myanmar’s detained civilian leader
Aung San Suu Kyi to mark her birthday as they take part in a demonstration against the military coup in
Yangon yesterday. —AFP

South China airport 
cancels flights 
BEIJING: The airport in China’s southern city of
Shenzhen cancelled hundreds of flights and tight-
ened entry controls yesterday after a restaurant
employee tested positive for the Delta coronavirus
variant.

Anyone entering the facility must show a nega-
tive virus test from the last 48 hours, Shenzhen

Airport Group said in a statement on its official
WeChat social media account.

City health officials said a 21-year-old waitress
at Shenzhen Baoan International Airport had been
infected with the Delta variant of the virus. The
woman tested positive during a routine test for
airport staff conducted Thursday, they said.

Shenzhen, a mainland Chinese city neighbour-
ing Hong Kong, i s  home to some of  Asia ’s
biggest tech companies including telecoms
equipment maker Huawei and gaming giant
Tencent. China on Friday reported 30 new coro-
navirus cases, including six local transmissions

in the southern province of Guangdong where
Shenzhen is located. 

The airport entry restrictions came into effect
from 1 pm local time yesterday (0500 GMT).

Nearly 400 flights to and from the airport were
cancel led Friday, data from f l ight tracker
VariFlight showed. Dozens of flights scheduled for
Saturday morning were also dropped.

Passengers would receive refunds on their tick-
ets without penalty, the airport authority said.
Millions of Shenzhen residents have been tested
for the virus in recent weeks after a small out-
break at the city’s port earlier this month. —AFP

Macron honors 
France’s surviving 
WWII heroes
PARIS: President Emmanuel Macron bestowed
honours Friday on two of France’s last surviving
World War II resistance heroes, marking the
anniversary of Charles de Gaulle’s historic call to
defy France’s Nazi occupiers despite the coun-
try’s capitulation. The military ceremony was held
at Mount Valerien, the hilltop fortress west of
Paris where German forces executed more than
1,000 captured fighters and hostages.

It has become an annual pilgrimage site for
French leaders recalling De Gaulle’s dramatic
appeal of June 18, 1940 made from BBC studios in
London after his escape from a defeated France.
This year it was the occasion to honor the sole
surviving member of the 1,038 fighters singled
out as Heroes of the Resistance by De Gaulle
after the war.

Hubert Germain, 100, was helped from his
wheelchair to accept a red sash from Macron,
who embraced his cheeks, and then saluted the
president before putting on his military cap. Also
in appearance was Leon Gautier, 98, the last sur-
viving member of 117 French soldiers who took
part in the 1944 Allied landings at Normandy, the
beginning of  the Nazi  retreat on the war’s
Western front.

The Kieffer Commando was long overlooked in
French narratives of the war, its leader Philippe
Kieffer getting his own sculpture near Sword
Beach at the 75th anniversary of the landings only
two years ago. Gautier, wearing his unit’s tradi-
tional dark green beret, was also embraced by
Macron after being elevated to the rank of Grand
Officer of the Legion of Honour.

“Eighty-one years on, General de Gaulle’s call
still resonates. The flame of the resistance will not
be extinguished,” Macron wrote on Twitter after the
ceremony.  Ahead of the ceremony, Macron award-
ed a posthumous Medal of the Resistance to the
brother of Colette Marin-Catherine, a nurse who
also joined the underground fight to harass German
soldiers and prepare for the Allied landings.

Marin-Catherine, 92, made headlines in April
when a short documentary about her visit to the
concentration camp where her brother was killed
won an Oscar. Later on Friday, Macron is to travel
to Berlin for a dinner with German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, where further efforts at improving
European integration are on the menu. —AFP

Afghan president 
replaces security 
ministers 
KABUL: Afghan President Ashraf Ghani replaced two
top ministers charged with managing the country’s fal-
tering security yesterday, as the Taleban pressed on
with their campaign to capture new territory in fierce
battles with government forces.

The shake-up of the defence and interior ministry
portfolios comes as violence surges and peace talks
remain deadlocked, with the Taliban claiming to have
seized more than 40 districts in recent weeks across
the rugged countryside.

The presidency announced in a statement that
General Bismillah Khan Mohammadi, who fought under
the late anti-Taleban commander Ahmad Shah

Massoud during a 1990s civil war, has been appointed
the new defence minister.

Mohammadi has previously held the defence and
interior ministry portfolios and also served as the chief
of army staff after the fall of the Taleban regime follow-
ing a US-led invasion in 2001.

Ghani also appointed General Abdul Sattar
Mirzakwal as interior minister, the presidency said.
Mirzakwal has previously held several regional posts.

Mohammadi replaces Asadullah Khalid who has
repeatedly flown out of the country for treatment to
wounds suffered after a suicide bomber attacked him in
2012. The latest cabinet changes, which have to be
approved by parliament, come with violence increasing
since early May after the US military began the formal
withdrawal of its last remaining troops.

US President Joe Biden has set September 11  — the
20th anniversary of the attacks in the United States that
led to the invasion of Afghanistan — as the deadline to
withdraw American soldiers. Since the Pentagon com-
menced the final withdrawal on May 1, the Taleban have

unleashed a wave of attacks targeting government forces. 
The insurgents claim to have seized more than 40

districts since early May, forcing military leaders to
strategically retreat from a number of rural districts.

In one attack at least 20 members of an elite com-
mando unit were shot dead by the Taliban in an ambush
in the northern province of Faryab on Wednesday, sev-
eral officials told AFP.

The Taleban are now present in almost every
province and are encircling several major cities - a
strategy the militants employed in the mid-1990s when
they overran most of Afghanistan until they were oust-
ed by invading US-led forces.

Yesterday, the defence ministry confirmed that gov-
ernment troops had retreated from several districts but
said they aimed to take them back.

“There is a new, robust and effective plan to retake
areas from which we have pulled back our forces,” min-
istry spokesman Rohullah Ahmadzai said, dismissing
claims that hundreds of soldiers had surrendered to the
Taleban. —AFP

BRUSSELS: German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French
President Emmanuel Macron address a press conference
ahead of talks at the Chancellery in Berlin. —AFP

‘Sangorians’ take a page
from insurgent playbook
in fight against Taleban
LASHKAR GAH: They name themselves after a Turkish
soap opera, count former Taleban insurgents among
their ranks and dress like their enemies, but the shadowy
“Sangorians” militiamen are among the fiercest forces
on the Afghan battlefield.

They were established in 2015 by Abdul Jabar
Qahraman, a high-ranking politician and military com-
mander who was assassinated three years later by a
Taliban bomb.  

Local media reports say the covert group has
received training from the country’s spy agency as well
as foreign forces. And the Jamestown Foundation-a US-
based conservative think-tank-says it was established
specifically to infiltrate and disrupt the Taleban.

“We are fighting all day and night,” militia mem-
ber Ahmad Jan told AFP recently, pointing towards
insurgent positions not far from his outpost on the
outskirts of Laskhar Gah, the capital of southern

Helmand province.
“We don’t get rest even for two hours. This has

become our life,” he said, dressed in traditional gar-
ments and sporting a beard. Afghanistan has a long his-
tory of local militias fighting for and against authorities
in Kabul-frequently switching sides and allegiances
depending on the tide of politics. 

Government forces have been on the back foot for
months as the Taleban step up operations ahead of the
US withdrawal scheduled to finish by September 11.
Enter the Sangorians, who took their name from a pop-
ular Turkish television serial about undercover opera-
tives, and whom local media reports say the Taleban
particularly loathe as many of the militiamen were for-
mer insurgents.

‘No quarter given’ 
Clashes between the Taleban and defectors are

known to be “vicious with no quarter given”, the
Jamestown Foundation said. “Consequently, the Taleban
uses extreme violence to deal with Sangorian members.
Captured Sangorian fighters are tortured brutally and
killed by the Taleban,” it said.

The foundation estimated the Sangorian strength at

between 500 to 1,000 fighters. For some militiamen,
after losing relatives and comrades in battles with the
Taliban, the fighting is personal.

“I lost my son, brother and three cousins,” said
Ezatullah Mama, a Sangorian commander leading a
band of 25 militiamen in the area.—AFP

LASHKAR GAH: Photograph taken on March 28, 2021,
shows members of the anti-Taleban “Sangorians” militia
take position during an ongoing fight with Taleban insur-
gents in the village of Mukhtar. —AFP


