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UN chief sworn in 
for second term
UNITED NATIONS: UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres was sworn in Friday for a
second term as head of the world body, prom-
ising to draw on the lessons of the deadly
COVID-19 pandemic. “Our greatest challenge-
and which is at the same time our greatest
opportunity-is to use this crisis to turn the tide,
pivot towards a world that learns lessons,” the
former Portuguese prime minister said as the
General Assembly re-appointed him for the
2022-2016 term.

This, Guterres added, would include promot-
ing a “just, green and sustainable recovery”
which shows the way forward “through
increased and effective international coopera-
tion to address global issues.” In office since
2017, Guterres promised to act independently of
member states and organizations during the
swearing-in ceremony attended by Portuguese
President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, the first
head of state to set foot in the United Nations
building for more than a year because of the
pandemic. Guterres added that it would be
essential to “make prevention and prepared-
ness-in the broad sense of the words-a top pri-
ority in the international system.”

Speaking at a press conference after the cer-
emony, Guterres reiterated that “from the many
lessons that we learned, the most important les-
son is that alone we can do nothing. The most
important lesson is that we need to rebuild soli-
darity and trust.”

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken con-
gratulated Guterres saying his country looked
forward to “continuing our strong and construc-
tive relationship” with the secretary-general.

Global issues “require a collaborative, effec-
tive, and results-oriented leader in the United
Nations secretariat, and we have that in Antonio
Guterres,” Blinken added.

The 193-member General Assembly had
approved a resolution extending Guterres’ five-
year term, rather than taking a vote. The UN
Security Council, at a crucial stage in the nomi-
nation process, gave its blessing on June 8 to the
reappointment of the 72-year-old, who had pre-
viously served as UN High Commissioner for
Refugees between 2005 and 2015. —AFP

HONG KONG: Two executives from Hong Kong’s pro-
democracy Apple Daily appeared in court yesterday on
charges of collusion and were denied bail after authori-
ties deployed a sweeping security law to target the
newspaper, a scathing critic of Beijing. Chief editor Ryan
Law and CEO Cheung Kim-hung are accused of collud-
ing with foreign forces to undermine China’s national
security over a series of articles that police said called
for international sanctions.

Chief magistrate Victor So said there were insufficient
grounds “for the court to believe that the defendants will
not continue to commit acts endangering national securi-
ty”. The two will remain in custody until their next court
appearance on August 13 as prosecutors said police
needed time to examine more than 40 computers and 16
servers seized from the newsroom.

The case is the first time political views and opinions
published by a Hong Kong media outlet have triggered
the security law, which was imposed last year by Beijing
to stamp out dissent in the financial hub. Apple Daily and
its jailed owner Jimmy Lai have long been thorns in
Beijing’s side, with unapologetic support for the city’s
pro-democracy movement and caustic criticism of
China’s authoritarian leaders.

More than 500 police officers raided the paper’s
newsroom on Thursday. Five executives were arrested.
Law and Cheung were charged on Friday while the

three others were released on bail pending further
investigations.

“We will continue to publish our paper tomorrow,”
deputy chief editor Chan Pui-man said outside court.
She was released late Friday on bail. Dozens of support-
ers were queuing to get seats in court yesterday morn-
ing, including many former and current employees of
Apple Daily. A staff member, who gave her surname as
Chang, said she and many other Apple Daily employees
treat “every day like it is our last” working for the paper. 

“At first, authorities said the national security law
would only target a tiny number of people,” she told AFP.
“But what has happened showed us that is nonsense,”
she added. Another staff reporter, who gave her first
name as Theresa, said she felt Apple Daily’s legal trou-
bles were a warning shot.  “I think what has happened to
Apple Daily today can eventually happen to every other
news outlet in the city,” she said.

Plunging press freedom 
Multiple international media companies have regional

headquarters in Hong Kong, attracted to the business-
friendly regulations and free speech provisions written
into the city’s mini-constitution. But many are now ques-
tioning whether they have a future there and are drawing
up contingency plans as Beijing presses on with a broad
crackdown on dissent in the city.

HK pro-democracy media executives denied bail
Police needs time to examine more than 40 computers, 16 servers seized from newsroom

HONG KONG: Apple Daily deputy chief editor Chan Pui-man (centre R) gestures as she leaves court as fellow executives from the pro-democracy newspaper, chief editor Ryan Law and CEO Cheung Kim-hung were remanded in custody in Hong
Kong yesterday. —AFP

Local media have an even tougher time, with journal-
ist associations saying reporters are increasingly having
to self-censor. Hong Kong has steadily plunged down an
annual press freedom ranking by Reporters Without
Borders, from 18th place in 2002 to 80th this year. 

Mainland China languishes at 177th out of 180, above
only Turkmenistan, North Korea and Eritrea. Hong Kong
and Chinese officials say the arrests were not an attack
on the media. Earlier this week, security secretary John
Lee described Apple Daily as a “criminal syndicate”.

Apple Daily is by far the most outspoken of Hong
Kong’s pro-democracy media outlets. But it is not clear
how long it can survive. Its wealthy owner Lai, 73, is cur-
rently serving multiple jail sentences for his involvement
in democracy rallies in 2019. He has also been charged

under the national security law and has had his Hong
Kong assets frozen.

Authorities froze a further HK$18 million ($2.3 million)
of Apple Daily’s company assets on Thursday.  Police say
they also plan to prosecute three companies owned by
Apple Daily under the security law, which could see the
paper fined or banned.  It is the first time companies,
rather than an individual, have faced a national security
investigation.

Mark Simon, an aide to Lai who lives overseas, said
the paper would have difficulty paying its staff of about
700.  Company lawyers were trying to work out the
breadth of the asset freeze order, he added.  “Money is
not an issue. Draconian orders from Beijing via the NSL
(national security law) are the issue,” he told AFP. —AFP

Hopes languish for
Kurds in Iraq 
watching Iran vote
ARBIL: Stuck in Iraq for decades due to a lack of docu-
ments, Kurdish refugees from neighbouring Iran are
watching elections in the Islamic republic this week
with little hope for change. One of them, Behzad
Mahmoudi, died after setting himself on fire last month
in front of a UN office in Arbil , the capital of
autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan.

His death put the spotlight on the plight of the refugees
in Iraqi limbo. “The UN doesn’t want to see us or hear our
problems,” said Ashkan Mirani, an Iranian Kurd in a United
Nations refugee camp outside Arbil. Four months ago,
Mirani decided to leave for Europe with his pregnant wife
and four-year-old daughter. 

They were smuggled from Iraq into Turkey, where
they boarded a boat in the Black Sea with around 120
other would-be migrants. “After one hour on the boat,
strong waves started hitting us. We all thought we were
going to die,” said the 30-year-old. “Thanks to the
Afghan refugees who called the Turkish coastguard...
they came to our rescue.” 

Hardship 
A decade ago, Mirani joined a Kurdish opposition par-

ty in Iran, hoping to improve the lives of his people. But
life there is “is unbearable and unliveable due to economic
and political hardship,” he said. “And here... I can’t prom-
ise my family that tomorrow will be any better than today.
The only solution I can think of is to try to reach Europe
once again.”

Today, he struggles each day to feed for his children-a
task the UN says is twice as difficult for refugees as for cit-
izens of Iraq, whose lives have been battered by decades of
war and the COVID-19 pandemic. Baghdad refuses to
grant citizenship to Iranian refugees, even those who have
been living in the country for more than 40 years.

Until 2003, under late dictator Saddam Hussein, there
were 16,000 Kurdish refugees living in Iraq, the UN says.
There are now more than 10,700, the vast majority in Iraqi
Kurdistan. Arbil only grants them residency permits allow-
ing them to work and travel within the autonomous region’s
three provinces if they can find a guarantor. Baghdad does
not recognise their validity. That means the only way out
for them is to obtain asylum in a third country-but few
applications are accepted by the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees.

Sawen Goran, 29, was born in Arbil after her parents
emigrated from Iran. “My father died without being able to
return to Iran,” she told AFP. “I’m afraid that one day my
kids will say the same thing about their mother and father.”
But she cannot envisage moving to her homeland without a
change of regime. —AFP


