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By Ben Garcia 

Shadan Alawadhi bagged the first
prize in the Kuwait Times painting
competition in the special needs cat-

egory. The competition was held under
the theme ‘Frontline Heroes of Kuwait’.
Students were asked to draw frontline
heroes to thank them for their valuable
contribution and role during the coron-
avirus pandemic.

More than 3,000 students from 75
schools participated in the largest art
competition for students in Kuwait under a
strategic partnership with Zain Telecom
sponsored by Huawei, Al-Bahar and
Unilever. The competition aimed at

encouraging students to showcase their
artistic skills by portraying the ‘Frontline
Heroes of Kuwait’.

Shadan spent an entire day figuring out
her strategy. She said her ultimate goal
was to win, so she did some planning and
executed it to get the top prize. “I thought
about the global nature of COVID-19 and
put it together in one drawing,” she said. “I
experimented with various drawings and
styles, and finally submitted my third
drawing. I wasn’t wrong. I came first for
the drawing, which was exactly my goal,”
she said. 

Shadan, 18, has an autistic condition.
Her mom described her as a very intelli-
gent and purpose-driven child. “If she

wants something, she will do her best to
get it. Her dream is to become a fashion
designer. She is also a great artist. She
dedicated her drawings to her uncles,
since two of her uncles died of the virus
during the first wave,” Shidu Alawadhi told
Kuwait Times. “We will invite our close
family members to celebrate with us the
painting competition win,” she said.

Shadan drew a figure representing sev-
eral races of people of various nationali-
ties. “In my drawing you can see the front-
liners, but they are of different colors to
signify that we are all fighting a deadly
battle regardless of our race. I put some
dark spots on the side to represent the
virus,” she explained. 

25-year-old Mousa Abdul-Aziz Hassan
from Nibras Ideal School bagged the sec-
ond prize. He started drawing when he
was six years old, first on sand, then on
the home carpet. He is considered autis-
tic, but is very talkative and participative.
“I work as an assistant teacher at my
school. During the pandemic we stopped
school, so I miss our students,” he said. 

Mousa wants to be a computer game
master one day. “I started researching
about games and am learning from daily
interactions with people who are into
games. One day I will be able to create
games of my own; I am sure of that,” he
said.
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