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Security should have 
tackled Manchester 
bomber: Inquiry
LONDON: Security teams at Britain’s Manchester Arena
“should have prevented or minimised” the impact of the 2017
terror attack at an Ariana Grande concert that killed 22 people,
a public inquiry found yesterday. The attack, as concert-goers
were leaving the show, was perpetrated by 22-year-old Salman
Abedi, a Mancunian of Libyan descent.

In a report examining security measures at the venue in
northwest England, inquiry chairman John Saunders said Arena
operator SMG, security provider Showsec and British Trans-
port Police all missed opportunities to either prevent or miti-
gate the attack, which took place on May 22, 2017. “The
security arrangements for the Manchester Arena should have
prevented or minimised the devastating impact of the attack,”
he wrote.  “Salman Abedi should have been identified on 22nd
May 2017 as a threat by those responsible for the security of
Arena and a disruptive intervention undertaken.  “Had that oc-
curred, I consider it likely that Salman Abedi would still have
detonated his device, but the loss of life and injury is highly
likely to have been less,” he added. —AFP

JIUQUAN: The first astronauts arrived at China’s new space
station yesterday in the country’s longest crewed mission to
date, a landmark step in establishing Beijing as a major space
power. The trio blasted off on a Long March-2F rocket from
the Jiuquan launch centre in northwest China’s Gobi desert,
and their craft docked at the Tiangong station around seven
hours later, where they will spend the next three months.

State broadcaster CCTV showed a live feed from inside
the spacecraft during the journey, with the three astronauts
lifting their helmet visors after it reached orbit as one smiled
and waved at the camera. Another floated a pen just off his
lap in zero-gravity as he browsed the flight manual.

Around seven hours after lift-off, space officials con-
firmed that the craft had docked with Tianhe, the core mod-
ule of the country’s new space station. The Shenzhou-12 craft
has “successfully docked with the forward port of the core
module” of the Tiangong station, said the China Manned
Space Agency, as state TV showed live footage. At a cere-
mony before blast-off, the three astronauts, already wearing
their space suits, greeted a crowd of supporters and space
workers, who sang the patriotic song “Without the Chinese
Communist Party, there would be no new China”.

Space life 
The mission’s commander is Nie Haisheng, a decorated

air force pilot in the People’s Liberation Army who has al-
ready participated in two space missions. The two other
members are also members of the military.

The Tianhe module of the space station has separate living
spaces for each of the astronauts, a “space treadmill” and bike
for exercise, and a communication centre for emails and video
calls with ground control. It is China’s first crewed mission in
nearly five years. Huang Weifen of the China Manned Space
Program said the astronauts will perform two spacewalks dur-
ing the mission, both lasting around six or seven hours.

She also said the trio will wear newly-developed space-
walk suits. The launch represents a matter of huge prestige
in China, as Beijing prepares to mark the 100th anniversary
of the ruling Communist Party on July 1 with a massive prop-
aganda campaign. To prepare for the mission, the crew un-
derwent more than 6,000 hours of training, including
hundreds of underwater somersaults in full space gear.

The Chinese space agency is planning a total of 11 launches
through to the end of next year, including three more manned
missions that will deliver two lab modules to expand the 70-
tonne station, along with supplies and crew members.  China’s
space ambitions have been fuelled in part by a US ban on its
astronauts on the International Space Station, a collaboration
between the United States, Russia, Canada, Europe and Japan.
It is due for retirement after 2024, even though NASA has said
it could potentially remain functional beyond 2028. Tiangong
will be much smaller than the ISS, and is expected to have a
lifespan of at least 10 years. China has said it would be open
to international collaboration on its space station although it
has yet to give specific details.

Zhou Jianping, chief designer for the space pro-

gramme, said “foreign astronauts are certainly going to
enter the Chinese space station one day”. “There are a
number of countries that have expressed a desire to do
that and we will be open to that in future,” he said. Bei-
jing said in March it was also planning to build a sepa-
rate lunar space station with Russia, and this week the
two countries issued a “roadmap” for potential collabo-
ration opportunities. —AFP
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Sweden govt set 
to lose confidence 
vote: Parties
STOCKHOLM: Sweden’s minority government could be
toppled next week after a group of four parties in parlia-
ment announced yesterday they would back a no confi-
dence vote, potentially triggering a snap election. The
far-right Sweden Democrats party announced it was call-
ing for a motion of no confidence for Monday after the
Left Party earlier warned it would seek a similar move
over a dispute on rent controls for newly constructed
apartments.

“There is now a majority in parliament that wants to
dismiss the prime minister,” Henrik Vinge, parliament
group leader for the Sweden Democrats, told a press con-
ference. Vinge said they hoped the government would fall
a year ahead of the next general election.

Both the conservative Moderate Party and the Chris-
tian Democrats followed suit, securing a parliamentary
majority for the no confidence motion against the govern-
ment of Social Democrat Prime Minister Stefan Lofven.

“We were against the Lofven government when they
took power. We were against the Lofven government

then, we are against the Lofven government now,” Ebba
Busch, party leader of the Christian Democrats, told a
press conference.

Moderate Party leader Ulf Kristersson echoed this sen-
timent in a post to social media. “Our opinion is very clear,
this government should never have taken office,” Kristers-
son wrote in a post to Facebook.

Speaker of the house, Andreas Norlen, confirmed in a
statement the vote would be held on Monday. Sweden’s
minority government, took power in 2019 after months of
political struggles to secure support for a government fol-
lowing the 2018 election. To secure power it inked a deal
with two centre-left parties, and was propped up by the
Left Party.

The deal included liberal market reforms, including a
government inquiry into allowing landlords to freely set
rents for new apartments. Several of these reforms have
irked the Left Party, and after multiple calls on the gov-
ernment to abandon the “market rents,” party leader
Nooshi Dadgostar said earlier yesterday that they were
looking for support among other parties for a vote of no
confidence.

“Someone has to stand up for Sweden’s tenants,” Dad-
gostar told a press conference adding that it wasn’t an
“easy announcement”. Speaking in parliament, Lofven re-
sponded by saying it was “not responsible” to call for the
vote.  Lofven has announced a press conference of his
own at 4 pm. —AFP

GOBI: A journalist looks at a photo of astronaut Nie Haisheng during a press con-
ference about China’s first crewed mission to its new space station, at the Ji-
uquan Satellite Launch Centre in the Gobi desert in northwest China. —AFP


