
MOSCOW: The Kremlin was guarded about
future dialogue with Washington yesterday, a
day after the first face-to-face meeting between
Russian President Vladimir Putin and US coun-
terpart Joe Biden. 

The two leaders met in Geneva on Wednes-
day to ease soaring tensions between Moscow
and Washington, with relations at their lowest
since the end of the Cold War. Putin said Russia
was ready to continue the talks provided Wash-
ington was also willing to do so. “We are ready
to continue this dialogue to the same extent as
the American side is,” Putin said in televised re-
marks. The Russian leader said the meeting was
“quite friendly” and that he and Biden “were able
to understand each other on key issues”. 

Putin said the US president was a “profes-
sional” and “you have to be very attentive when
working with him so as not to miss something”.
“So what that he sometimes confuses things,”
Putin said.  “His press secretary is a young, ed-
ucated, beautiful woman-she herself constantly
confuses things,” Putin said, referring to White
House press secretary Jen Psaki.

“It is not because she is poorly educated or
has a bad memory, just when people think that
some things are secondary they don’t focus too
much attention on them,” he said. Putin said

“Americans think that nothing is more important
than themselves”.

Significant achievement
After talks that lasted more than three hours,

the leaders issued a brief statement agreeing to
start dialogue on nuclear arms control, a key
issue after Biden’s predecessor Donald Trump
withdrew from a bilateral arms accord with Rus-
sia. Yesterday, the joint statement was hailed by
senior Kremlin officials. “Even though it’s a very
short text, the joint statement on strategic sta-
bility realizes the special responsibility of our
two countries not only to our people but to the
whole world,” Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said in a radio interview yesterday. Earlier yes-
terday, Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov said the rejection of the possibility of
a nuclear war by the two sides was a “significant
achievement”. Since the extension of the New
START nuclear treaty under Biden, “this is
Washington’s second step in restoring common
sense and a responsible approach to key aspects
of international security,” Ryabkov told Komm-
ersant business daily. 

New START is the last remaining arms reduc-
tion pact between the two nuclear states that hold
more than 90 percent of the world’s nuclear

weapons, according to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute. Diplomatic relations be-
tween Moscow and Washington had all but broken
down since Biden took office, with tensions high
over a long list of disputes, from cyberattacks and
election meddling to human rights violations. While
Putin described the Geneva summit as “construc-

tive”, there were no concrete announcements apart
from an agreement to bring back respective am-
bassadors, who both returned home earlier this
year. Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova said yesterday that Russia’s am-
bassador Anatoly Antonov is expected to return to
Washington next week.  —AFP
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US Congress votes 
to make Juneteenth, 
end of slavery, a holiday
WASHINGTON: The House of Representatives voted over-
whelmingly Wednesday to create a federal holiday commemorating
Juneteenth, which until now has been the unofficial fete marking the
end of slavery in the United States. The measure cleared the Senate
by unanimous consent Tuesday after a Republican in the chamber
ended his objection. With the House passing it in a 415-14 vote, the
bill now heads to President Joe Biden for his signature.

Most US states recognize Juneteenth as a holiday or officially
observe the day, but the bill passed by Congress would make June-
teenth the 12th US federal holiday-and the first new one in 38
years.  The commemoration has taken on renewed resonance over
the past year with millions of Americans confronting the country’s
living legacy of racial injustice.

“Juneteenth is as significant to African Americans as it will be
to Americans because we too are Americans, and it means free-
dom,” House Democrat Sheila Jackson Lee told her colleagues, de-
scribing slavery as “America’s original sin.” Juneteenth National
Independence Day is commemorated on June 19 to celebrate the
day in 1865 when the last enslaved African Americans learned that
they were free.

A Union Army general in Galveston, Texas-where president
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation of 1862 had yet to
be enforced nearly three years later-announced that slavery was
abolished in Texas and across the country. “This day reminds us
of a history much stained by brutality and injustice, and it reminds
us of our responsibility to build a future of progress for all, honor-

ing the ideal of equality that is America’s heritage, and America’s
hope,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said.

Lawmakers broke into applause and cheers when the bill
passed. Jackson Lee, who represents a Texas district, and the
state’s senior US Senator John Cornyn, a Republican, will be in
Galveston on Juneteenth to mark the historic occasion.

“There’s no better time than the present, particularly given the
strife we’ve seen, the level of distrust, for example, between law
enforcement and the communities they serve, than to acknowledge
our nation’s history and to learn from it,” Cornyn told reporters.
“Acknowledging and learning from the mistakes of the past is crit-
ical to making that progress and becoming a more perfect union.”
Democrats and Republicans have struggled to unite on legislative
issues in recent months and years, with political divisions impacted
by debates over race, immigration and other social issues.  —AFP

GENEVA: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (left), US President Joe Biden (second left), Russian President Vladimir Putin
(second right) and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov (right) pose for press ahead of the US-Russia summit at the Villa
La Grange, in Geneva Wednesday. — AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi holds a bill enrollment
signing ceremony for the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act as mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Caucus hold the bill yesterday on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC. —AFP

Texas OKs public 
gun-carrying 
without permit
WASHINGTON: Governor Greg Abbott signed into law
Wednesday a bill that allows Texans to carry firearms in public
without a permit, the latest in a series of measures expanding
gun rights in conservative US states. 

The law, which was passed in the Republican-dominated
state Senate and House of Representatives last month, will
allow anyone 21 years or older who is not barred from pos-
sessing a firearm to carry one in public without a permit.
HB1927 argues that both the United States and Texas con-
stitutions allow citizens to bear arms and that therefore there
should be fewer barriers to being able to carry such
weapons. 

Proponents of the law, which will go into effect September
1, call such a measure constitutional carry. Abbott is set to
preside over a ceremonial signing of the law on Thursday
morning, according to the Texas Tribune newspaper.  Abbott
previously indicated he would sign the bill if it passed the
state’s legislative houses.  “This is something that 20 other
states have adopted and it’s time for Texas to adopt it, too,”
Abbott told local talk radio station WBAP in April.

But opponents, including state and national Democrats, say
more lenient rules on guns could lead to more violence.  They
cited mass shootings in the state’s capital Austin last week that
left one person dead and 13 injured and a 2019 gun massacre
at a Walmart in El Paso in which 23 people were killed and 23
others injured.  —AFP 


