
TEHRAN: On the eve of Iran’s presidential elec-
tion, expected to hand victory to the ultracon-
servative cleric Ebrahim Raisi, the
candidate-vetting Guardian Council insisted
yesterday that “the political contest is serious”.
“The media and the people have testified that
this is a good competition,” said the head of the
12-member council, Abbas Ali Kadkhodaee, a
day before almost 60 million voters are asked to
head to the ballots.

Three televised debates between the seven
candidates, all men, who were approved by the
unelected body of jurists and clerics, had shown
that “the political competition is serious,” Kad-
khodaee told a news conference. The vote today
will choose a successor to Iran’s moderate Pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani, who cannot run again now
after serving two consecutive four-year terms,
and who leaves office in August.

Turnout is expected to be low in a country
where many have been demoralized by years of
painful economic crisis that was brought on by
a crippling US sanctions regime and worsened
by the COVID-19 pandemic. “I left my main job
because I could not pay the rent for my shop,
and my (former) employees are now jobless,”
lamented Tehran resident Nasrollah, who said he
had been a car mechanic for 47 years. 

“I have no money. All families are now facing
an economic problem. How can we vote for these
people who did this to us? It’s not right.” 

‘No political views’ 
The election comes as Tehran holds renewed

talks with world powers to revive a battered
2015 nuclear deal, which the United States uni-
laterally withdrew from three years ago under
then president Donald Trump. Ultimate power in
Iran lies with the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, but the president has significant in-
fluence on issues from industrial policy to for-
eign affairs.

Many voters were dismayed however when a
field of almost 600 hopefuls for the presidency
was reduced to just seven candidates by the
Guardian Council. Among the prominent figures
barred from running were former parliament
speaker Ali Larijani, who demanded that the
council “officially and publicly disclose all the
reasons” for his disqualification.

Rouhani later said he had urged greater
“competition” in a letter to the supreme leader,
who acknowledged that some candidates had
been treated “unjustly” as “they and their fami-
lies were accused of false things”, without giving
names. The field was further reduced Wednes-

day when three of the seven candidates dropped
out, shortly before the election campaign ended
at 7 am (0230 GMT) yesterday.

The only reformist left in the race against
Raisi and two other ultraconservatives is the rel-

atively low-profile central bank chief Abdol-
nasser Hemmati.  Kadkhodaee said yesterday
that the candidates were vetted according to
“the electoral law” and that “the Guardian Coun-
cil has no political views”.  — AFP
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Today’s presidential vote 
a ‘serious’ contest: Iran

Ultraconservative headed for presidency as rivals pull out 

TEHRAN: A banner of ultraconservative Iranian cleric and presidential candidate Ebrahim Raisi, is pictured
in Tehran, yesterday on the eve of the Islamic republic’s presidential election. — AFP

Palestinian teen 
shot by Zionist
army succumbs
RAMALLAH, Palestinian Territories: A
Palestinian teenager died yesterday of
gunshot wounds inflicted the day before,
when the Zionist army opened fire during
clashes in the occupied West Bank, the
Palestinian health ministry said.

Ahmed Zahi Dawoud, 16, was shot in
the head Wednesday in the village of Beita,
near Nablus, the ministry and Nablus hos-
pital, where he was taken for treatment,
said. The area has seen regular protests
against illegal Zionist settlement expansion
on Palestinian land.

On Wednesday, the Zionist army said a
soldier had opened fire after he “spotted
dozens of Palestinians” approaching
troops as they “were securing the area of
Givat Eviatar”, south of Nablus. “One of
the Palestinians ran towards the soldier and
hurled a suspicious object at him, which
exploded adjacent to the soldier,” the army
said in a statement, adding there were no
soldiers injured.

“In response, the soldier operated to
stop the suspect by firing into the air, and
then by firing towards him. A hit was iden-
tified.” Asked by AFP, the army gave no

further details.
Official Palestinian news website Wafa

said Dawoud was the fourth Palestinian
killed near Beita in a month. Hundreds of
mourners gathered in the village for his fu-
neral yesterday, an AFP journalist reported.
The West Bank has been occupied by
Zionist forces since the Six-Day War of
1967 and, excluding annexed east
Jerusalem, some 475,000 Zionist settlers
now live alongside around 2.8 million
Palestinians.

A Palestinian woman was also shot

dead by Zionist troops on Wednesday,
after what the army said was an attempt to
ram occupation forces with her car and at-
tack them with a knife. Wafa identified the
woman as Mai Afana, 29, from the town of
Abu Dis, just outside Jerusalem. On
Wednesday afternoon, Palestinian militants
again launched incendiary balloons from
Gaza, hours after Zionist retaliated for ear-
lier launches. The violence in Gaza was the
first between Zionists and Hamas since a
ceasefire took effect on May 21, ending 11
days of heavy fighting. —AFP

RAMALLAH: A Palestinian demonstrator returns a tear gas canister fired by Zionist forces during a
demonstration near the Jewish settlement of Beit El near Ramallah, in the occupied West Bank. — AFP

Burkina Faso holds
talks on security crisis
OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina Faso: Burkina Faso yester-
day launched a two-day huddle gathering governing and
opposition parties to discuss the country’s worsening ji-
hadist insurgency.

The initiative, launched by President Roch Marc
Christian Kabore, coincides with a surge of attacks in
the impoverished Sahel country. On June 5, at least 132
people were killed in overnight attacks on Solhan, near
the border with Mali and Niger-the bloodiest single-day
toll in the six-year-old emergency. Local sources put the
tally at 160 dead.

Opening the talks, Kabore hit out at the “odious human
massacre carried out by terrorists.” “The situation calls for
our utmost commitment in this crucial phase in the life of
the nation,” he said.

Around 40 people are taking part in the talks, staged
in the presidential palace in the capital Ouagadougou.
More than 1,400 people have died and around a million
have fled their homes since 2015, when jihadists from Mali
took their campaign into Burkina and Niger.

The two Sahel states are among the poorest in the world,
burdened by poorly-equipped armed forces and a long his-
tory of political volatility. The round table will also discuss
the holding of local elections scheduled for 2022, the coro-
navirus pandemic and national reconciliation, Kabore said.
He vowed to “implement collective conclusions... (that
emerge) from frank, open and democratic debate.” —AFP


