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Fully vaccinated residents can 
return to Kuwait from Aug 1

KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday decided that
fully vaccinated expats who have valid resi-
dency in Kuwait can return to the country from
August 1, lifting a five-month ban as part of ef-
forts to combat the coronavirus pandemic. In a
series of decisions at an extraordinary meeting,
the Cabinet also said starting from June 27, un-
vaccinated people will not be allowed to dine
at restaurants and cafes, enter malls exceeding
6,000 square meters in area, health clubs and
salons. Entry is allowed to people who have re-
ceived two doses of a COVID vaccine or at
least 14 days after taking one dose.

The Cabinet also decided that Kuwaiti citi-
zens will not be allowed to leave the country
from August 1 unless they have been fully vac-
cinated, excluding young children, pregnant
women and those who have health conditions.
Government spokesman Tareq Al-Mazrem told
an online press conference that expats can re-
turn to the country provided they have received
two doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna or
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines or one shot of
the Johnson & Johnson jab.

Returning expats must produce a PCR test
showing a negative result taken within 72 hours
of arrival and should undergo a seven-day
home quarantine, during which another PCR
test must be taken. However, home quarantine
can end sooner than seven days if the second
PCR test shows a negative result.

Mazrem said that further details on the
mechanism of the return of expats and meas-
ures at the airport will be announced in coming
days. The decision means many expats can
now leave Kuwait for their home countries and
plan to come back on August 1 and onwards.
He reiterated that issuance of visit visas is still
suspended. Mazrem called on people to use ei-
ther the Kuwait Mobile ID or Immune applica-
tions to prove they have received the two
vaccine doses.

The spokesman said the Cabinet has not
eased timings of malls and restaurants, which
will still shut doors at 8:00 pm, and this will
continue indefinitely. Mazrem said the Cabinet
yesterday discussed the detection of an un-
specified number of cases the Delta variant of

COVID-19, previously known as the Indian
variant, but provided no further details on the
number of cases discovered.

The Cabinet has not decided on any further

restrictions to combat the new variant. Kuwait
has been witnessing a spike in the number of
new coronavirus cases, which exceeded 1,300
daily in the past week.

Unvaccinated people cannot enter malls, cafes, salons from June 27

KUWAIT: Vehicles drive along a highway during a dust storm yesterday. Visibility levels in some areas dropped to less than
100 meters. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The first mangoes have fruited on a mango tree planted by Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George on
Aug 15, 2020 in the India House garden in the Indian Embassy compound. 

KUWAIT: Passengers are seen in the arrival hall of Kuwait International Airport in this Jan 2, 2021 file photo. — Xinhua 

Dust storm blankets Kuwait


