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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday His 
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday 
at Bayan Palace His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

DOHA: Kuwait Foreign Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad 
Al-Sabah participated in an Arab 
Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Doha 
yesterday to discuss Arab national 
security issues, foremost Palestinian 
cause. Earlier, Qatari Amir Sheikh 
Tamim Al-Thani met with the Arab 
Foreign Ministers taking part in the 
meeting.  The Arab top diplomats were 
also holding an extraordinary meeting to 
discuss the Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam, Kuwait’s foreign min-
istry said in a statement. 

Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Mohammad Al-Sabah also met with 

his Sudanese counterpart Maryam Al-
Sadeq on margins of the extraordi-
nary Arab ministerial meeting that 
addressed the issue of Al-Nahda dam. 
The Kuwaiti and Jordanian ministers 
discussed bilateral relations, Arab and 
regional topics of common interest. 

Meanwhile the minister yesterday 
met the Lebanese Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Defense and the 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Immigrants, Zena Akar, on margins of 
the extraordinary Arab ministerial 
meeting. The Kuwaiti and Lebanese 
ministers discussed bilateral relations, 
Arab and regional topics of common 
interest.  —  KUNA

Kuwait FM participates 
in Arab FMs meeting  

DOHA: Arab Ministers of Foreign Affairs pose for a group photo ahead of a consultative meeting in the Qatari capital Doha, yesterday. — KUNA

Continued from Page 1 
 
The office represents a “hallmark” of Kuwait’s 

storied relationship with WHO, which has “grown 
stronger” in the face of adversity, said Tarek El 
Sheikh, the UN Secretary General’s Representative 
and Resident Coordinator to the country. He 
acknowledged Kuwait’s “lifesaving support” given to 
millions around the globe, ranging from victims of 
conflicts to natural disasters, all of whom were the 
ultimate beneficiaries of crucial aid that helped them 
withstand such distress.  

Similarly, Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari, WHO’s 
Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, 
said better ties with Kuwait has been among his 
“core objectives”, describing the country as one of 
the health body’s most “historic partners”. “The 
office will be instrumental in pushing our common 
agendas of providing indispensable healthcare to 
everybody in the Middle East region,” he added. 
WHO has more than a dozen offices around the 

region, all of which play an integral role in support-
ing its global mission, covering areas from public 
relations to business management.  

Sheikh Basel said yesterday the ministry is inves-
tigating a number of cases of the Delta variant of the 
coronavirus - previously known as the Indian variant 
- recently discovered in Kuwait. The minister pro-
vided no details on the number of cases detected or 
how they were found and whether it originated in 
the country or came from outside. 

Speaking on the sidelines of the opening cere-
mony, Sheikh Dr Basel affirmed that combating 
various strains of the coronavirus including the 
Delta variant requires similar measures, including 
vaccination, social distancing, wearing facemasks, 
washing hands, not leaving home unless necessary 
and traveling only for urgent reasons. Sheikh Basel 
said COVID-19 continues to breed diverse muta-
tions, but expected the Delta variant will be the 
predominant variant of the coronavirus around the 
world in the future. 

Meanwhile, MP Khali l  Al-Saleh said the 
National Assembly health panel has decided to 
invite the minister to an urgent meeting to discuss 
the ministry’s measures in combating the Delta 
variant. No date has been fixed for the proposed 
meeting. — Agencies 

WHO: Kuwait 
headquarters...
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 The airline, which was forced to temporarily sus-

pend operations last year, saw revenue fall 66 per-
cent to $8.4 billion. Over the fiscal year Emirates 
carried 6.6 million passengers, down 88 percent 
from the same period in the previous year. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic continues to take a 
tremendous toll on human lives, communities, 
economies, and on the aviation and travel industry,” 
Sheikh Ahmed said. “Economies and companies that 
entered pandemic times in a strong position, will be 
better placed to bounce back.” The last time the air-
line reported a loss was in the 1987-88 financial 
year, when it was starting up its operations. 

Like other major carriers, Emirates began 
announcing heavy layoffs when its fleet of A380 
superjumbos and Boeing 777s was grounded. In 
yesterday’s statement, it said the Emirates Group’s 
employee base - which includes ground-handling 

firm Dnata - was slashed by 30.8 percent to 75,145 
employees. Before the virus hit, Emirates airline 
alone employed some 60,033 staff, including 4,300 
pilots and nearly 22,000 cabin crew. The workforce 
has now shrunk to 40,801 staff. 

Emirates is currently flying to 157 destinations, 
almost its full travel network of 158 destinations in 
85 countries before the pandemic. Tourism has long 
been an economic mainstay of Dubai, which wel-
comed more than 16 million visitors in 2019. Before 
the pandemic, the aim had been to reach 20 million. 

After an initial strict lockdown, life in the Gulf emi-
rate - one of the first destinations to welcome visitors 
again last July - has returned to largely normal, with 
restaurants and hotels up and running and beaches 
open to the public. The UAE, made up of seven emi-
rates including Dubai, has launched an energetic vac-
cination drive with some of the highest inoculation 
rates worldwide, and continues to enforce strict rules 
on wearing masks and social distancing. 

But both Emirates and Abu Dhabi-based carrier 
Etihad have said passenger demand may not return 
to pre-coronavirus levels until 2023. Other regional 
airlines have suffered, and both Emirates and Qatar 
Airways have said they each received $2.0 billion in 
state aid. — AFP  

Emirates posts  
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 Muslim-majority country. Faiq “has self-confi-

dence, charisma and is a true leader. She has 
changed the perception of politics in Kurdistan and 
is giving hope to all women,” said Jaff. 

And she is “strong”. When a legislator threw a 
shoe at Faiq during a parliamentary session broad-
cast live on television in March, the speaker “did not 
get upset or lose control even for a second”, said Jaff. 
Instead Faiq shot back telling the MP: “If you were 
throwing this shoe at me, I forgive you but if you 
were throwing it at parliament, I will not forgive you.” 

Faiq, wears the veil and colorful flowing Kurdish 
dresses, holds a master’s degree in international law 
and a doctorate in civil law. She entered politics at 
the age of 15, joining the communist party after her 
village was destroyed by the regime of Iraqi dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein. A year later, she switched her 
allegiance and joined the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), and was first elected to parliament 
in 2013. 

Today there is just one other woman parliament 
speaker in the Middle East - Fawzia Zainal who 
was elected head of Bahrain’s national assembly in 
2018. Late Iraqi president Jalal Talabani, founder 
of the PUK in which his wife Hero has long played 
a key role, “truly believed in women and their abili-
ties” in politics, Faiq said. “Unfortunately, there are 
fewer female politicians now in the PUK than 
under Talabani, although today’s society is more 
open and tolerant towards the participation of 
women in politics.” 

She admitted her non-conformist views have 
contributed to her isolation within her own party. 
“I have felt alone over the past year and a half,” 
said Faiq, adding that she has been lambasted on 
social media by PUK figures. “At first this scared 
me and it was difficult. But now it has made me 
stronger,” she said. 

During her term, parliament has passed several 
laws including ones against oil and drug smuggling 
- two of the main scourges facing Kurdistan. But 
nurse Murad Abdullah said parliament is not doing 
enough to improve living conditions in Kurdistan, 
which is frequently rocked by protests against cost 
of living rises and corruption. “Every month the 
government cuts the salaries of employees and so 
far we have not seen the speaker or parliament 
question these measures,” he said. —AFP  

Iraqi Kurdish  
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Raisi, seen by some Iranian media outlets as a 

possible successor to supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, has denied personal involvement in the 
1988 killings, but also praised the decision to go 
ahead with the executions. He subsequently became 
chief Tehran prosecutor in 1989, and then in 2004, 
deputy judiciary chief, a position he held for 10 years. 
Since 2019, he has served as head of the judiciary. 

“Raisi’s only place is in the dock, not the presi-
dency,” said Shadi Sadr, executive director of 
London-based Justice for Iran, which campaigns 
against impunity for crimes in Iran. “The mere fact 
he is currently the head of judiciary and running for 
president demonstrates the level of impunity that 
the perpetrators of the heinous crimes enjoy in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran,” she said. 

The 1988 killings, which took place from July to 
September that year allegedly on the direct orders 
of revolutionary leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, remain a near taboo in modern Iran. Most 
rights groups and historians say between 4,000 and 
5,000 were killed, but the political wing of the 

MEK, the National Council of Resistance of Iran 
(NCRI), puts the figure at closer to 30,000. 

Last year, seven special UN rapporteurs told the 
Iranian government that “the situation may amount 
to crimes against humanity” and urged an interna-
tional probe if Tehran did not show full accountabil-
ity. Amnesty International came to a similar conclu-
sion in a 2018 report, which identified Raisi as a 
member of the Tehran “death commission” that 
secretly sent thousands to their deaths in Evin 
prison in Tehran and Gohardasht prison in Karaj. 

The vast majority of the bodies were buried in 
unmarked mass graves and Iran continues to con-
ceal the fate of the victims and the whereabouts of 
their remains, it charged. The rights group’s Iran 
researcher Raha Bahreini told AFP that Raisi should 
be “criminally investigated for the crimes against 
humanity of murder, enforced disappearance and 
torture”, including by foreign countries under the 
principle of universal jurisdiction. 

According to an audio recording that emerged in 
2016, Hossein Ali Montazeri, once Khomeini’s likely 
successor but later pushed aside, in August 1988 
told members of the “death commission” including 
Raisi that the killings were the “greatest crime in the 
history of the Islamic Republic”. Hossein Abedini, a 
member of the foreign affairs committee of the 
NCRI, described Raisi as a “stone hearted killer” 
with a “40-year track record of repression”. — AFP 

Iran activists  
dismayed by...

US Air Force mechanics prepare to load an F-16 fighter jet at an airbase in Ben 
Guerir, about 58 km north of Marrakesh, during the “African Lion” military exer-
cise on Monday.  — AFP  

MOROCCO: US-led forces are carrying 
out war games near the disputed region of 
Western Sahara, in exercises jointly organ-
ized with Morocco and touted by US Africa 
Command as its largest. More than 7,000 
personnel from nine countries and NATO 
are taking part in the exercises codenamed 
“African Lion”, which kicked off on June 8, 
according to US Africa Command (Africom). 

The maneuvers, due to conclude on 
Friday, have seen rockets fired near Western 
Sahara, navy boats patrol off the coast of 
Spain’s Canary Islands and air forces con-
duct training exercises. “African Lion is US 

Africa Command’s largest exercise,” Africom 
said on its website, adding “the training is 
focused on enhancing readiness for US and 
partner nation forces.” 

Moroccan Prime Minister Saad-Eddine El 
Othmani said in a tweet ahead of the exer-
cises that the event “marks the consecration 
of American recognition of the Moroccan 
Sahara”. But the US take on the exercises 
differed. “Exercise locations are spread 
mainly across Morocco, from Kenitra Air 
Base in the north to Tan Tan and Guerir 
Labouhi training complex in the south,” 
Africom said in a statement. 

In the past days, AFP correspondents 
have seen exercises, including parachute 
jump training and rocket fire, taking place in 
the desert on the edges of Western Sahara. 
The maneuvers were staged some 50 km 
from the Algerian desert town of Tindouf, 
where the separatist Polisario Front has a 
base. Morocco laid claim to Western Sahara, 

a former Spanish colony with rich phosphate 
resources and offshore fisheries, after Spain 
withdrew in 1975. 

The Polisario Front took up arms to 
demand independence, proclaiming the 
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR) in 1976 and fighting a 16-year war 
with Morocco. Morocco now controls 80 
percent of the territory, while the rest is 
held by the Polisario Front. Rabat has 
offered Western Sahara autonomy, but 
maintains that the territory is a sovereign 
part of the kingdom. 

Former US president Donald Trump 
recognised Morocco’s sovereignty over 
Western Sahara last year after Rabat nor-
malised ties with Israel, sparking an angry 
response from the Polisario. Morocco’s 
armed forces, which usually keep a low 
profile, have praised the “perfect condi-
tions” under which the joint exercises are 
taking place. — AFP 

US-led war games  
underway near  
Western Sahara


