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BRASILIA: Star forward Neymar netted a penalty and
created a second as hosts Brazil eased to a 3-0 victory
over a coronavirus-depleted Venezuela on Sunday in
the opening match of the 2021 Copa America. Centre-
back Marquinhos opened the scored midway through
the first half and Gabriel Barbosa sealed the Group B
win a minute from time.

In a tournament already delayed a year and moved
from its original hosts Argentina and Colombia due to
the pandemic, it was fitting that the coronavirus should
take center-stage right up to the tournament kick-off.
Played in front of an empty Mane Garrincha stadium in
Brasilia due to COVID-19 restrictions, Brazil made light
of the continent’s minnows, who arrived with a makeshift
side missing eight players ruled out after testing positive
for coronavirus the day before.

Venezuela called up 15 emergency replacements but
could still only name seven out of a possible 12 substi-
tutes due to a lack of available players. “It’s not just being
without key players, we didn’t have time to prepare bet-
ter for this team,” complained Venezuela’s Portuguese
coach Jose Peseiro. The game went ahead and, pre-
dictably, reigning champions Brazil were well on top.

“The three points are important. We had to start well
regardless of our rivals having players out,” said Brazil
captain Casemiro. Following a minute’s silence to remem-
ber Covid victims, Richarlison was denied from close
range by Venezuela’s goalkeeper Joel Graterol early on
before the forward flicked a header wide form a corner.

Centre-back Eder Militao was also off target with a
header while Graterol did well to hold a Danilo volley
from distance. Venezuela produced little going forward
but Jose Martinez did have the Brazil defence back-
pedalling with a dangerous burst before winning a cor-

ner that came to nothing. Brazil took the lead on 23 min-
utes when Richarlison flicked on a Neymar corner that
deflected into Marquinhos’s path inside the six-yard
box, allowing the centre-back to bundle home.
Richarlison had a goal ruled out for offside while
Neymar incredibly fired wide from 12 yards out as Brazil
threatened to put the game to bed before half-time.

Neymar turns creator 
It was more of the same after the break as substitute

Alex Sandro from distance and Richarlison with a head-
er both shot over the bar. Neymar somehow failed to
turn home a cross-cum-shot from Gabriel Jesus from
three yards out but on 64 minutes he doubled the lead
from the penalty spot. Yohan Cumana clumsily brought
down Danilo in the box and Neymar sent Graterol the
wrong way from 12 yards.

The hosts took their foot off the gas but Neymar
kept probing and was denied a second by Graterol fol-
lowing a mazy run and shot from inside the box.
Neymar then created the third, rounding Graterol
before crossing for Gabriel Barbosa to chest home from
barely a yard out. “He’s developed the ability to create.
Right foot, left foot, he’s become an unpredictable play-
er,” Brazil coach Tite enthused about Neymar.

Edwin Cardona scored the only goal of the game as
Colombia held on under second half pressure to begin their
Group B campaign with a 1-0 win over Ecuador - who
thrashed them 6-1 the last time the sides met in a World Cup
qualifier in November. Colombia’s goal was a thing of beau-
ty with Cardona taking a short free-kick to Juan Cuadrado,
who chipped the ball into the box for Miguel Borja to head
down into the path of Cardona to volley home.

It was initially disallowed for offside but a VAR

review showed that while three Colombian players
were beyond the defensive line, Cardona and Borja
were onside. Ecuador came close to a second half

equalizer through Pervis Estupinan but Colombia goal-
keeper David Ospina brilliantly tipped his free-kick
around the post.  —AFP 

Neymar helps Brazil cruise to Copa 
win over COVID-depleted Venezuela

BRASILIA: Brazil’s Neymar (center) and Venezuela’s Bernaldo Manzano (right) struggle for the ball during
their Conmebol Copa America 2021 football tournament group phase match at the Mane Garrincha Stadium
on Sunday. —AFP

Kalisz grabs first 
spot on US 
swimming team 
OMAHA: Chase Kalisz punched his ticket to the Tokyo
Olympics Sunday, winning the men’s 400m individual
medley at the US swimming trials in a sizzling 4min
09.09sec with retired superstar Michael Phelps cheer-
ing him on all the way. Kalisz, silver medalist in the
event at the 2016 Rio Games, edged ahead of 19-year-
old challenger Carson Foster on the breaststroke leg
and held on through a furious closing freestyle leg that
saw Jay Litherland overtake Foster on the final lap to
finish second in 4:10.33 and secure a chance to
improve on his fifth place finish in Rio.

It was a devastating outcome for Foster, who
pushed hard through the opening butterfly and back-
stroke and at the halfway stage had a two-second lead
on the field. “I knew my race plan. I knew Carson was
going to take it out fast (but) I know where I need to

be to make my move off the breaststroke,” said Kalisz,
who became the second-fastest performer in the world
this year behind Japan’s Daiya Seto - who clocked a
4:09.02 at the Japanese championships in April.

After he and Litherland exchanged a hug, the veter-
ans consoled Foster. And as Kalisz gave an on-deck
TV interview he got a hug from former training part-
ner Phelps, who was in the stands for the opening
night of the eight-day meeting. He said Phelps, whose
world record of 4:03.84 set in 2008 still stands, had
long been a source of advice and support in tackling
the daunting 400 IM.

“Apart from Jay Litherland he’s the man training
partner in my career,” Kalisz said of Phelps, adding it
was “awesome he’s at trials”. Kalisz’s time was his
fastest since 2018. He didn’t qualify for the 400m final
at the 2019 world championships, when he was bat-
tling a shoulder injury. “I don’t want to say I wasn’t
prepared last year, because I was,” Kalisz said. “But
I’m 27 now. My body needs rest a lot more than it
ever has.”

The first night of competition also produced a first-
time Olympian in 19-year-old Emma Weyant, who ral-
lied from third at the 300m mark to win the women’s

400m medley in a world-leading 4:33.81. Weyant pow-
ered past Hali Flickinger and Melanie Margalis,
Flickinger earning a spot on a second Olympic team
with a runner-up finish in the second-fastest time in
the world this season: 4:33.96. —AFP

OMAHA: Chase Kalisz of the United States reacts after
competing in the Men’s 400m individual medley final
during Day One of the 2021 US Olympic Team
Swimming Trials at CHI Health Center on Sunday. —AFP

Titmus misses 200m 
free world record 
as McKeown flies
ADELAIDE: A sizzling Ariarne Titmus clocked the sec-
ond fastest 200m freestyle in history yesterday, nar-
rowly missing the 12-year-old world record, while
Kaylee McKeown swam the year’s quickest 200m med-
ley as they ramped up Olympic preparations. It was an
incredible effort by Titmus, who touched in 1min
53.09sec, more than a second better than American
superstar Katie Ledecky this season and just outside
Federica Pellegrini’s world record 1:52.98.

That mark, set by the Italian at the 2009 world
championships, came in the era of super-suits, making
the Australian’s swim on day three of the Olympic tri-
als in Adelaide even more remarkable. “It’s pretty
crazy. That record is very old and no one really has
been close to breaking it in a long time,” said Titmus,
who posted the second best time ever over 400m,

behind Ledecky, on Sunday. “I knew that tonight if I
swam the way that I wanted to race I had a 1:53 in me.
I was pretty nervous, but last night’s (400m) swim
gave me confidence.”

Emma McKeon went out hard and led through
100m before Titmus turned on the afterburners to
storm home. The versatile McKeon, who had already
booked her ticket to Tokyo in the 100m butterfly, ended
second in 1:54.74 to also qualify. “I definitely gave it
everything I had,” said McKeon, whose time was the
fourth fastest this year.

A day after smashing the 100m backstroke world
record, McKeown backed up by touching in 2mins
08.19secs in the 200m medley, the fastest this year
ahead of American rival Madisyn Cox. “I didn’t get
much sleep. But you have to come back this morning
(for the heats) and tonight, I wouldn’t have it any other
way, we’re racing tough,” said McKeown. “There was
some pressure off because we knew I had made the
team, but that doesn’t mean that we give up on the rest
of our races. It’s just heads up, bums down and give it
our best.”

Tessa Wallace finished second but outside the tough
qualifying standard set by Swimming Australia. To

make the team for Japan, Australian athletes must
match or better the time needed to make the final at the
2019 world championships. McKeown will also swim
the 200m backstroke in Adelaide, with American Regan
Smith’s world record on the line. —AFP

ADELAIDE: Ariarne Titmus reacts after winning the
women’s 400m freestyle final, setting a new Australian
and Commonwealth record, during day two of the
Australian Olympic swimming trials on Sunday. —AFP

Suns sweep 
Nuggets, Bucks 
roll over Nets
LOS ANGELES: Chris Paul and Devin Booker com-
bined for 71 points as the Phoenix Suns completed a
four-game sweep of the Denver Nuggets on Sunday to
reach the NBA semi-finals for the first time in 11 years.
Paul scored 37 points and Booker finished with 34
points and 11 rebounds as the Suns beat the Nuggets
125-118 to capture the Western Conference second
round series 4-0. “I have been waiting for this for a
very long time,” said Booker. “A lot people say I
haven’t played meaningful basketball. This is my time
to prove it.”

The Suns used a balanced attack to overpower the
Nuggets and league MVP Nikola Jokic, who was
slapped with a flagrant foul and ejected from the game
in the third quarter. Jokic finished with 22 points and 11
rebounds. “They beat us. They whipped our butts,”
said Jokic. “We have to hold our heads up. If someone
beats you, accept it and try to get better. “The whole
season was great until (the) last four games.”

The Suns will play either the Los Angeles Clippers
or the Utah Jazz for a spot in the NBA finals. “We
showed what you can do when you come together as a
team,” said Paul. Mikal Bridges scored 14 points,
Deandre Ayton had 12 points and Jae Crowder had 10
rebounds for the Suns. Will Barton had 25 points,
Michael Porter scored 20, Monte Morris finished with
19 and Facu Campazzo 14 in the loss.

Elsewhere, Giannis Antetokounmpo poured in 34
points and grabbed 12 rebounds as the Milwaukee
Bucks evened their Eastern Conference second
round series with a 107-96 rout of the Brooklyn
Nets, who lost Kyrie Irving to an injury.
Antetokounmpo delivered his best performance of
the postseason, shooting 14-of-26 from the field and
scoring 12 points in the third quarter for the Bucks,
who have won two straight at home to level the best-
of-seven series at two games each.

“This says a lot,” Antetokounmpo said. “I am really
proud of this team. We keep playing together. We put
ourselves in a position to win two more games.”
Game five is Tuesday in Brooklyn. Khris Middleton
chipped in 19 points as the Bucks made 44.3 percent
of their shots and hit 16 threes in front of a pandem-
ic-limited crowd of 16,000 at Fiserv Forum. 

Their improved perimeter shooting comes after
they had managed to make only 22 percent from
three-point range in the first three games.
Antetokounmpo said their goal is to win at least one of
the next two on the road. “We will try to get one from
Brooklyn,” he said. Kevin Durant finished with 28
points and 13 rebounds but the Nets struggled offen-
sively after Irving exited the game in the second quar-
ter and did not return. 

Irving injured his right ankle with just over six min-
utes left in the first half after he stepped awkwardly on
Antetokounmpo’s foot. Initial x-rays were negative but
Irving was expected to see team doctors again yester-
day. “I thought he got hit. When he went to the locker
room they said he sprained his ankle. But we got to
keep focusing on ourselves,” Antetokounmpo said.
Irving scored 11 points on five of 11 shooting in 17 min-
utes before getting hurt. In the first eight games of the
postseason, Irving averaged 24.1 points. —AFP 

Hackett says 
abusive coaches 
must be banned
ADELAIDE: Australian swimming great Grant
Hackett demanded yesterday that abusive coach-
es be banned after complaints about “misogynis-
tic perverts” and as new claims of “degrading”
conduct emerged. The former Olympic champion
called the allegations shocking and said the soon-
er those at fault were “weeded out” the better.

“We need to be supporting young girls, we
need to be supporting young boys that are in the
sport and progressing,” Hackett, considered one

of the greatest distance swimmers ever, told
Channel Nine. “And we need to make sure that
none of this  stuff  takes place because i t  is
extremely disappointing to hear it.”

Swimming Australia has pledged to set up an
independent female panel to investigate after
complaints last week about “misogynistic per-
verts” by dual Olympic silver medalist Maddie
Groves. The target of her comments was not
clear, but Groves pulled out of the ongoing
Australian Olympic swimming trials.

Former el ite swimmer Jenny McMahon, a
Commonwealth Games gold medalist who is now
a senior academic at the University of Tasmania,
yesterday claimed the sport had long suffered
from a “degrading and abusive” culture. She said
she had spent 14 years interviewing hundreds of
swimmers and coaches, uncovering a pattern of

“toxic” coaching habits. “It’s a patriarchal, male-
dominated culture, with a guru fixation - it’s dys-
functional,” McMahon told The Australian news-
paper. “It looks like all smiles, gold medals and
PBs (personal bests) to the outsider, but it leaves
a trail of broken athletes and coaches when they
do not conform and perform.”

Hackett, who won the 1,500 m freestyle at
both the 2000 Sydney Olympics and in Athens
four years later, said it was disturbing to hear.
“The people that are partaking in that sort of
behavior, they need to be weeded out of the
sport. We need to get rid of those people and
we need to be progressing this sport forward,”
he said. But he added that he believed it was
only a “few people” and overall “you’ve got a
very positive culture, you’ve got a very sup-
portive culture”. —AFP

US breaststroker 
King fears pandemic 
enabled dopers
OMAHA: US breaststroke star Lilly King, an out-
spoken critic of swimming’s efforts to control dop-
ing, says she fears the coronavirus pandemic has
enabled cheaters heading into the Tokyo Olympics.
“Definitely concerning, but especial ly with
COVID,” King the 100m breaststroke gold medal-
ist at the 2016 Rio Games and world record-holder
at 50 and 100m, said as she prepared for the US
Olympic swimming trials that started Sunday.

“I would definitely say some of the countries

that have not been as trusted are probably taking
advantage of the time that they had without test-
ing,” said King, who launched her trials campaign
yesterday in the 100m breaststroke. “I know that I
have been tested over 20 times in the past year, so
I know the Americans are being well taken care
of,” King said. “But I think, unfortunately, the
Americans can control what they can control, but
the rest of the world I’m not so sure.”

King has long been a critic of doping in the
sport and international governing body FINA’s
doping control efforts. After winning the 100m
breaststroke final in Rio, the then-19-year-old
King refused to shake hands with Russian silver
medalist Yuliya Efimova, who had served a 16-
month ban for taking a banned steroid. While their
rivalry has become less hostile, King says she still
objects to racing against those who have served

bans - and would do so even if they are from the
United States.

“My stances are clear,” she said. “I don’t think
people should be cheating. I don’t know what
the repercussions for doping bans should be. I
think that’s up to the organizations. But I don’t
want to race people who are cheating, who have
served bans.”

USA Swimming president and chief executive
Tim Hinchey also voiced concerns that a “black-
out” on anti-doping measures in some areas
during the pandemic, when competition shut
down and lockdowns that l imited travel and
face-to-face contact disrupted out-of-competi-
tion testing. But he expressed optimism that
FINA, under the guidance of newly-elected
president Husain Al-Musallam, was moving in
the right direction. —AFP

DENVER: Deandre Ayton #22 of the Phoenix Suns
scores on a slam dunk against the Denver Nuggets
in Game Four of the Western Conference second-
round playoff series at Ball Arena on Sunday. —AFP 


