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Djokovic, Federer, 
Nadal: Who’s the 
greatest of them all?
PARIS: Novak Djokovic’s French Open triumph,
which made him only the third man to win all four
majors twice and took him halfway to a rare calendar
Grand Slam, has reignited the debate over who is the
greatest male player of all time. The 34-year-old Serb
wrapped up his second Roland Garros title and 19th
Slam trophy with victory from two sets down over
Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas, 12 years his junior.

It was a triumph built on the foundations of his
epic semi-final win against 13-time champion Rafael
Nadal, only the Spaniard’s third loss in Paris in 16
years. Now Djokovic is just one Slam away from the
record of 20 jointly-held by Nadal and Roger
Federer. “We have to start talking about the greatest
of all time,” former world number one Mats Wilander
told Eurosport.

Seven-time major winner and former number
one Justine Henin added: “When Djokovic, Federer
and Nadal play at their best, it’s Novak who proba-
bly stands out.” Djokovic added the 2021 French
Open to his 2016 triumph in Paris and is the first
man in 52 years to claim all four majors twice and
third overall after Rod Laver and Roy Emerson. He
also has a record nine Australian Opens, five at
Wimbledon and three US Opens and has won six of
the last seven Slams he has contested. Seven of his
19 Slam wins have come since he turned 30 and he
has time on his side.

Djokovic is a year younger than Nadal and has
the best part of six years on Federer. Should
Djokovic defend his Wimbledon title and triumph
again in New York, he would become only the third
man after Don Budge in 1937 and Laver, in 1962 and
1969, to complete the calendar Grand Slam. Not sur-
prisingly, the mood in the Djokovic camp after
Sunday’s 6-7 (6/8), 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 win over
Tsitsipas was buoyant.

‘Everything is possible’ 
“Everything is possible,” said Djokovic when

asked if he could also become the first man to com-
plete the Golden Slam of all four majors plus Olympic
gold in the same year. “As much as Novak is healthy,
and he’s healthy right now, he’s in great shape, I think
he has the ability to win the Grand Slam for this year.
I’m pretty sure,” added longtime coach Marian Vajda.
“I think it is much more than possible.”

His victory on Sunday meant Djokovic, who was
also two sets down to Lorenzo Musetti in the last 16,
was only the third man to win a Slam title after twice
coming back from such a deficit. The last man to
achieve it was Ted Schroeder at Wimbledon in 1949.
Before that, it was Henri Cochet at Wimbledon in
1927. It is not just at the Slams where Djokovic is
tightening his grip on the race to be crowned the
sport’s greatest. Djokovic has 36 Masters titles, the
same as Nadal.

However, he is the only man to have captured all
nine of the series and the only one to have won all of
them twice. He has spent more time as world number
one than his two main rivals with his 325th week at
the top starting Monday. Djokovic was also the first
of the ‘Big Three’ to break the $100 million prize
money barrier. Sunday’s win took him to the brink of
$150 million. —AFP

PARIS: Novak Djokovic has set his sights on the
Golden Grand Slam of all four majors and the
Olympic title, insisting: “Everything is possible”.
The world number one captured a second French
Open and 19th Slam with a 6-7 (6/8), 2-6, 6-3, 6-
2, 6-4 win over Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas on
Sunday. It allowed him to become the first man in
the Open era, and only third in history, to claim all
four Grand Slam titles on multiple occasions.

Now he has targeted being the third man to
complete a calendar Grand Slam after Don
Budge in 1937 and Rod Laver in 1962 and 1969.
On top of that, he also wants the Olympic gold
medal to complete the Golden Grand Slam.
“Everything is possible. Definitely in my case I
can say that what I’ve been through in my career,
in my life, this journey has been terrific so far,”
said Djokovic. “I’ve achieved some things that a
lot of people thought it would be not possible for
me to achieve. So everything is possible, and I
did put myself in a good position to go for the
Golden Slam.”

The Golden Slam has never been achieved by a
man while, in the women’s game, only Steffi Graf
in 1988 has swept all four majors and Olympic
gold in the same year. In Graf’s case, Olympic gold
came in Seoul. For Djokovic, the opportunity will
come in Tokyo later this summer. 

“Obviously his goal and our goal is to win the
Olympics and then win the Grand Slam. That
would be the absolutely top of this year,” said
Djokovic’s longtime coach Marian Vajda. “But it’s
still far away from us. We have to still focus on the
next one. But overall he’s set up for this year. His

priority is Wimbledon, Olympics and US Open. I
think that says all.” 

Djokovic is already halfway to a calendar Slam
having secured a record ninth Australian Open in
February. Next up is Wimbledon, where he is the
defending champion, Olympics and then a bid to
win the US Open for a fourth time. “As much as
Novak is healthy, and he’s healthy right now, he’s
in great shape, I think he has the ability to win the
Grand Slam for this year. I’m pretty sure,” added
Vajda. “I think it is much more than possible. He
loves to play in Wimbledon and US Open.”

However, Djokovic has been at this juncture
before, winning in Australia and Paris in 2016 but
coming up short at the Rio Olympics, Wimbledon
and the US Open later in the year. “I was in this
position in 2016 as well. It ended up in a third-
round loss in Wimbledon,” added Djokovic recall-
ing his shock exit to Sam Querrey at the All
England Club five years ago.

Djokovic now has nine Australian Opens, five
Wimbledons, three US Opens and two French
Opens. He has also collected 36 Masters, a Davis
Cup and has spent more time at world number one
than any other player. But for two sets on Sunday,
he was thoroughly outplayed by 22-year-old
Tsitsipas before the Greek’s challenge fell apart.

Djokovic left the court after the first two sets
to compose himself just as he had done in his
come-from-behind wins over Lorenzo Musetti
and 13-t ime champion Rafae l  Nadal . “My
guardian angels are there. I have my special cor-
ner. It’s a secret. I can’t reveal the secret. It’s
been working for me pretty well,” he said. “Paris

fell, Djokovic is the king of tennis” and “Novak
is the king of the world” read front-page head-
lines of Blic and Vecernje Novosti daily newspa-
pers  in  Serbia . “With th is  v ictory Novak

Djokovic made history, becoming the only player
in the Open era to have won each of the Grand
Slam tournaments at least two times,” added
state-run RTS television. —AFP

‘Everything is possible’: Djokovic 
eyeing Golden Grand Slam 

PARIS: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic poses with the trophy in front of the Eiffel tower yesterday during a photo
call, a day after winning the Roland Garros 2021 French Open tennis tournament. —AFP

Stradivarius and 
Dettori Golden 
Boys: Gosden
LONDON: Stradivarius receives “quite a lot of fan mail”
his trainer John Gosden told AFP which is sure to become
a flood if he equals Yeats’s record of four Ascot Gold
Cups (2006-09) on Thursday. The Gold Cup is the flag-
ship race of the five-day Royal Ascot meeting, which will
welcome 12,000 spectators per day compared to none
last year due to the coronavirus pandemic lockdown.

Gosden could not be happier with his old warrior,
who is bidding for a fifth successive success at Royal
Ascot as he won the Queen’s Vase in 2017 before his
three consecutive Gold Cups. Gosden - whose other
stable star Palace Pier bids to get him off to a dream
start in Tuesday’s Queen Anne Stakes - says he sees
similarities between Stradivarius and his 50-year-old
superstar jockey Frankie Dettori.

“They are a couple of old boys who get on rather
well,” Gosden told AFP by phone on Sunday. “The two
of them are not quite yet sitting in their deck chairs star-
ing out to sea on Brighton seafront. “They are good ath-
letes despite their combined ages. “Stradivarius is a sev-
en-year-old full horse and I can assure you Frankie is a
full horse.

“They are a pretty professional pair, though, I would
say Stradivarius’s behavior is like Frankie at 28 when he
was going to discotheques.” Stradivarius arrives at his
fiefdom on Thursday having earned just shy of £3 mil-
lion ($4.2 million) with 17 victories in his 27 starts. “I am
very, very pleased with him,” said Gosden. “He could
put up a huge performance though they forecast rain
from Wednesday into Thursday which does concern me
as it will blunt his turn of foot (acceleration).”

Gosden says Stradivarius’s popularity stems from
being a character. “He is seen rather like old jumpers
who go on for years,” said Gosden. “There is a following
for the Cup races. He is a character, plus a chestnut with
four white socks. “He deserves the fame. He gets quite a
lot of fan mail believe it or not. It is all down to his own-
er/breeder Bjorn Nielsen who has tried always to breed
a Derby winner but has ended up with a legendary Gold
Cup horse.”

‘Very on the ball ‘ 
Stradivarius and Palace Pier give Gosden a powerful

enough presence at the meeting - “our (flat racing) big
week of the year even if the season is not yet at the
halfway point” - and is delighted they and other equine
stars like sprinter Bataash will be cheered on this time
round. “There are a lot of people who are passionate
about racing and are prepared to go through the lateral
flow testing process (for coronavirus) each day to
attend,” he said. “I admit it was rather surreal sitting in
the grandstand at Ascot eating your sandwich out of a

brown paper bag and drinking your coffee with no one
around you.”

Should either Palace Pier or Stradivarius prevail it
will not be just Gosden welcoming them back as win-
ning trainer but also his son Thady who has stepped
up from being his assistant for the past five years. “He
(Thady) survived that sentence and it was a natural
progression for him,” said 70-year-old Gosden. “He is
very on the ball and a big big help to me. It has also
been from my point of view quite inspiring to work
with my son who comes up with far better ideas than
his old dad.” —AFP

Doctor, six others, 
to be questioned 
in Maradona death
BUENOS AIRES: Diego Maradona’s personal physi-
cian and six other caregivers accused of neglecting
the football icon in his final days, were to be ques-
tioned by Argentine prosecutors from yesterday. The
seven were placed under investigation for
manslaughter after a board of experts looking into
Maradona’s death found he had received inadequate
care and was abandoned to his fate for a “prolonged,
agonizing period”. 

The football legend died of a heart attack last
November at the age of 60, just weeks after under-
going brain surgery for a blood clot. An investigation
was opened following a complaint filed by two of
Maradona’s five children against neurosurgeon
Leopoldo Luque, whom they blame for their father’s

deteriorating condition after the operation.  
A panel of 20 medical experts convened by

Argentina’s public prosecutor said last month that
Maradona’s treatment was rife with “deficiencies and
irregularities” and the medical team had left his sur-
vival “to fate”. The panel concluded he “would have
had a better chance of survival” with adequate treat-
ment in an appropriate medical facility. Instead, he
died in his bed in a rented house in an exclusive
Buenos Aires neighborhood, where he was receiving
home care.  

‘I did my best’ 
The others under investigation are Maradona’s

psychiatrist Agustina Cosachov, 35, psychologist
Carlos Diaz, 29, nurses Ricardo Almiron, 37, and
Dahiana Madrid, 36, nursing coordinator Mariano
Perroni, 40, and medical coordinator Nancy
Forlini, 52, Over two weeks from Monday, they
wil l  appear one by one before prosecutors,
accompanied by defense lawyers, to reply to the
allegations against them. 

The hearings, postponed from last month due to

a spike in Coronavirus cases in Argentina, will end
with Luque, 39, on June 28. A judge will then decide
whether the matter should go to trial in a process
expected to last months, even years. All seven
accused are prohibited from leaving the country,
and risk between eight and 25 years in prison if
convicted. —AFP

ASCOT: In this file photo taken on June 18, 2020 Frankie
Dettori celebrates holding up three fingers after he and
horse Stradivarius won The Gold Cup race on day three
of the Royal Ascot horse racing meet. —AFP

Leopoldo Luque

Advantage Kiwis
but India ‘not 
worried’: Pujara
NEW DELHI: India’s players are positive ahead of the
World Test Championship final against a New Zealand
side primed for the encounter after a successful series
in England, said batsman Cheteshwar Pujara. Friday’s
final in Southampton comes after two years of Test
series to determine the world’s top two teams.

The Blackcaps are coming off a confidence-boost-
ing 1-0 Test series win over hosts England while Virat
Kohli’s men played their last competitive match at the

end of March. “We are not worried about that,”
Pujara said about New Zealand’s recent Test series in
England. “We will try and focus on these 10 to 12 days
which we have for our preparation,” the batsman said
in a video shared on the Board of Control for Cricket
in India’s (BCCI) website. “If we utilize these days well
I feel that our team will be up for the final.”

New Zealand drew the first Test at Lord’s before
winning the second match in Birmingham on Sunday.
India’s players staged an intra-squad practice game
on Friday and Saturday at the Ageas Bowl in
Southampton after undergoing quarantine both at
home and in England. “When it comes to finals we
will give our best and we know that our team has the
potential to do well and win the Championship,”
Pujara said. 

Pujara, who has played county cricket in

England, said acclimatizing to the fickle weather
conditions will be key to India’s success in the final.
“Playing in different conditions in a single day here
is the most challenging part for a batsman because
if it rains you go off the field and then suddenly it
stops raining and you start again,” said Pujara. “So
there are breaks in between and this is where you
need to understand and accept the challenge.
Mentally you have to be strong; your concentration
needs to be up to the mark.”

India’s star spinner Ravichandran Ashwin is expect-
ing the best from an upbeat New Zealand side that has
performed well under the testing English conditions. “I
expect a very well-planned and well-knit New
Zealand team to come at us,” Ashwin said. “Having
played two Tests, they will definitely come in with an
advantage. So we have to adapt to that.” —AFP

Biarritz risk 
sanctions after 
pitch invasion
PARIS: Biarritz are facing an inquiry by
prosecutors over a mass pitch invasion by
rugby fans flouting COVID distancing rules
after their derby win over Bayonne on the
weekend. The government’s top regional

authority said Sunday it was weighing sanc-
tions against Biarritz for several alleged
infringements of coronavirus restrictions,
including the pitch invasion.

It said that the 5,000-fan limit was
“obviously exceeded” for the Saturday
evening contest in Aguilera de Bayonne sta-
dium. It also accused the club of failing to
systematically check that fans had a new
COVID health pass and of flouting a ban on
take-away alcohol sales in the stadium.
Biarritz countered that they had implement-
ed “all the measures at its disposal to

respect its health obligations” and that
“there was no disturbance of public order”.

“The pitch invasion was the occasion
for a joyful moment shared by people who
were vaccinated and/or showed a negative
COVID test before entering the stadium,”
club president Jean-Baptiste Aldige said in
a statement. He called it “a happy interlude
that was good for everyone in this stressful
period”.

Biarritz were left rejoicing after the
Basque club secured a return to the top
flight of French rugby following a nail-bit-

ing play-off final against neighbors
Bayonne that ended in a penalty kick
tiebreak. The post-match party after the
evening game sparked new calls for the
government to lift France’s coronavirus
curfew now that people are again allowed
to attend large sporting events.

Last week, the government pushed back
the curfew from 9:00 pm to 11:00 pm, with a
promise to lift it completely on June 30 if a
dramatic drop in infections seen recently
continues. But bars and restaurants are urg-
ing it to end the restrictions sooner, saying

the curfew will prevent them profiting from
a highly anticipated France-Germany Euro
2020 football clash on Tuesday night.

The match is in Munich but Sports
Minister Roxana Maracineanu said over the
weekend that no curfew exemption was
planned so that fans could gather and
watch the game together in bars. An excep-
tion was allowed however for the epic
French Open semi-final Friday between
Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal, when
the government permitted fans to remain in
the stadium past 11 pm. —AFP


