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The Westminster Dog Show crowned
a Pekingese named Wasabi its
“Best in Show” Sunday, in the culmi-

nation of a reworked pandemic edition of
the competition missing its usual pooch-
loving crowds. Normally held in February,
the show was delayed and moved from
its home in the heart of New York City to
a country estate due to COVID-19.
Spectators were kept away and it was the
show’s first time being held outside
Manhattan, but the singular passion of
the event, now in its 145th year, was
unchanged: dogs. 

Three-year-old Wasabi was crowned
best in show from a pack of seven group
winners which also included Mathew, a
French bulldog; Connor, an Old English
sheepdog; and Striker, a Samoyed.

Bourbon the whippet came in second.
Speaking a day earlier when Wasabi won
the toy group, his owner and handler
David Fitzpatrick-who also won “Best in

Show” in 2012 — lauded his pooch’s
“charisma, movement and showman-
ship.” “He’s in his prime and he just looks
wonderful,” he added.

The event, an annual celebration of
purebred dogs from across the spectrum
in size, shape and fur types, brought
together over 2,000 candidates from
more than 200 breeds. Dogs are judged
on the basis of how well they stack up
against breed characteristics as set by
the American Kennel Club. Breeds are
assessed not just in terms of how they
move, but whether their facial expres-
sions show what is deemed proper vigi-
lance or merriment. — AFP

The prolific and Oscar-nominated
character actor Ned Beatty, known
for roles in “Network,” “Superman”

and “Toy Story 3,” died on Sunday aged
83. “Ned passed away from natural caus-
es Sunday morning, surrounded by his
family and loved ones,” Shelter
Entertainment Group talent manager
Deborah Miller said. “Ned was an iconic,
legendary talent, as well as a dear friend,
and he will be missed by us all.” The
Kentucky native made his big-screen
debut in the 1972 film “Deliverance.”

That film, in which Beatty won atten-
tion for his performance in a humiliating
rape scene, started a film career which
would continue until 2013. Other produc-
tions on his long list of credits include
“Superman,” “All the President’s Men,”
and the acclaimed TV series “Homicide:
Life on the Street.” Younger movie fans
will recall his 2010 turn as the menacing

teddy bear Lotso in “Toy Story 3,” which
was nominated for best picture at the
Oscars.

Lee Unkrich, who directed the film,
tweeted that it “was a joy and an incredi-
ble honor to work with him.” “Thanks,
Ned, for bringing Lotso to life - both his
good side and his not-so-good side,” he
added. “We’ll miss you.” It was Beatty’s
role in “Network” that won him his first
and only Oscar nod, for best supporting
actor, a performance that included a
memorably cynical monologue on dollars,
cents and “the primal forces of nature”.
Tweeting after news of Beatty’s death
broke, the actor and director Seth Rogen
called it “one of the greatest monologues
ever in a movie.” Alex Winter, who starred
in the “Bill & Ted” films, called Beatty “one
of the greats.”— AFP

Microsoft 
bolsters video
game line-up as
Xbox turns 20

Microsoft unveiled Sunday a batch
of new titles for Xbox at the world’s
premier video game trade show,

including award-winning sensation
“Hades” and long-time hit “Halo”. The
Xbox maker showed off 30 new games
coming to its console, which in November
will celebrate two decades on the market.
“Our team strives to make Xbox a place
where you’ll find the greatest games, the
most dedicated developers, and the most
passionate community,” unit chief Phil
Spencer said during a streamed event on
the second day of a virtual Electronic
Entertainment Expo (E3).

Microsoft revealed a coming take of
beloved “Halo”, along with new creations
such as science-fiction action title
“Starfield” and a vampire-battling adven-
ture called “Redfall” from Bethesda
Softworks. Microsoft recently-acquired

Bethesda Softworks, the maker of hits
including “Fallout” and “Elder Scrolls.” As
trailers depicted tense battles and the
games’ rich graphics, Microsoft stressed
that all but a few would be available for
play at its subscription Xbox Game Pass
service. The company also highlighted
titles that will be exclusive to Xbox, which
competes with rival consoles Sony
PlayStation and Nintendo Switch.

Award-winning “Hades” from San
Francisco-based Supergiant is coming to
Xbox as well as PlayStation, the inde-
pendent studio said Sunday. “Hades” has
so far only been available for play on per-
sonal computers and Switch. “Hades”,
which snagged five honors this year at
Britain’s prestigious BAFTA Games
Awards, is a “dungeon crawler” that chal-
lenges players to fight their way through
the underworld. The line-up of new titles
comes as Microsoft works on software
and a plug-in device to let people play
Xbox video games on internet-linked tele-
visions without need of consoles. “As a
company, Microsoft is all-in on gaming,”
chief executive Satya Nadella said in
introducing the plan last week. Microsoft
has been playing on the strength of its
Xbox unit as it vies with Luna and Stadia
cloud gaming services run, respectively,
by Amazon and Google. —AFP

New Zealand’s
Ardern pans 
mosque attacks
film amid backlash

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern yesterday criticized a
planned movie about her response

to the 2019 Christchurch mosque attacks
as poorly timed and focused on the wrong
subject. The US-backed film “They Are
Us” has sparked an intense backlash
among New Zealand Muslims, with com-
munity leaders slamming the project for
pushing a “white saviour” narrative. Ardern
said the attacks-when a white suprema-
cist gunman ran amok at two mosques
during Friday prayers, killing 51 and seri-
ously injuring another 40 — remained
“very raw” for many New Zealanders.

She said filmmakers had not consulted
her about the movie, which is set to star
Australia’s Rose Byrne as the center-left
leader. “In my view, which is a personal
view, it feels very soon and very raw for
New Zealand,” Ardern told TVNZ. “And
while there are so many stories that
should be told at some point, I don’t con-
sider mine to be one of them-they are the
community’s stories, the families’ stories.”
One of the movie’s producers, Philippa
Campbell, quit the project in the wake of
Ardern’s comments, saying she regretted
the shock and hurt it had caused.

“I now agree the events of March 15,
2019, are too raw for film at this time and
do not want to be involved with a project
that is causing such distress,” she said in
a statement. Ardern won widespread
praise for her empathetic and inclusive
handling of the attacks, the worst mass
shooting in modern New Zealand history,
including wearing a scarf when meeting
mourners.

‘Not your story’
The movie’s title references a line from

a speech she gave in the immediate after-
math of the atrocity when she pledged to
support the Muslim community and tight-
en gun laws. A petition from the National
Islamic Youth Association calling for the
production to be shut down has gathered
more than 60,000 signatures. The associ-
ation said the proposed film “sidelines the
victims and survivors and instead centers
the response of a white woman”.

It said the Muslim community had not
been properly consulted about the project,
which has been scripted by New Zealand
writer Andrew Niccol. “Entities and individ-
uals should not seek to commercialize or
profit from a tragedy that befell our com-
munity, neither should such an atrocity be
sensationalized”, association co-chair
Haris Murtaza said. Muslim poet
Mohamed Hassan said the filmmakers
needed to focus on members of the com-
munity that bore the brunt of the attacks,
not use them as props in a feel-good story
about Ardern. —AFP

Dancing like
there’s no corona: 
First German
nightclub reopens

For techno enthusiast Philipp Koegler,
it almost felt like a normal Saturday
night again as he joined 200 fellow

revelers at “Distillery”, the first German
nightclub to reopen since the start of the
pandemic. “Tonight, there are no rules,”
the almost 30-year-old told AFP, whipping
off his mask on his way to the dance
floor. Despite more than a year of clo-
sures forced by the coronavirus, it didn’t
take long for the thumping beats, low

lights and buzzing crowds to reawaken
the much-missed club atmosphere.  “It
feels like I’ve come back after being away
on vacation for a week,” Koegler
beamed.

But of course there are some rules to
restarting the party, even in Germany
where coronavirus infections have
declined steadily in recent weeks as the
pace of vaccinations has picked up. The
Distillery club in the eastern city of
Leipzig, which bills itself as the oldest
techno venue in Germany’s former
Communist east, is taking part in a pilot
project supported by scientists from the
Max Planck institute and the local univer-
sity hospital. Just 200 club-goers are
allowed in instead of the usual 600 and
each person must take two different kinds
of coronavirus tests earlier in the day,
with entry granted only if they test nega-
tive both times.

Once inside, the masks can come off
and revelers don’t have to socially dis-

tance. Each participant also agrees to
being re-tested a week later, to uncover
potential infections despite the precau-
tions taken. Organizers hope the project
can serve as a blueprint for further club
reopenings to help the hard-hit sector
back on its feet after a devastating year.
Although several venues in Germany
experimented with open-air parties, club-
goer Konny said it “just isn’t the same”.
“In the club, you’re in a different world,”
she said.

Growing influence 
Distillery manager Steffen Kache

expressed pride at being the first club in
the country to reopen indoors. “Everyone
is jealous,” he told AFP. Kache said that if
there has been an upside to the pandem-
ic closures, it was that politicians had
woken up to the social and economic
importance of Germany’s vibrant club cul-
ture. Lawmakers last month agreed to
reclassify nightclubs as cultural institu-

tions rather than entertainment venues,
putting them on a par with theatres and
museums to provide more protection and
tax benefits. Germany’s nightlife capital
Berlin alone-home to iconic clubs
Berghain, KitKat and Tresor-usually
attracts tens of thousands of foreign visi-
tors each year who generate over a bil-
lion euros in revenues.

Many observers fear that when the
pandemic dust has settled, not all of
Germany’s clubs will have survived the
lengthy shutdowns. The collaboration
with local authorities that made Distillery’s
pilot project possible was “unthinkable
before the crisis”, Kache said, and evi-
dence of a “reconciliation” between
underground club culture and the political
establishment. He said he hoped the next
step would be “the nationwide reopening
of cultural spots and clubs, without Covid
restrictions”.— AFP

In this file photo actor Ned Beatty (right) and wife Sandra Johnson (left) arrive at the
Paramount Pictures premiere of the film “Shooter” at the Mann Village Theatre in
Westwood, California.— AFP 

In this file photo a staff member plays a game in front of an oversized mock-up of
Microsoft’s Xbox controller at a flagship store of SK Telecom in Seoul . — AFP 

A Brussels Griffon is groomed in the benching area at the 145th Annual Westminster Kennel
Club Dog Show at the Lyndhurst Estate in Tarrytown, New York.

David Fitzpatrick with his Pekingese ‘Wasabi’ are seen after winning Best in Show at the
145th Annual Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show at the Lyndhurst Estate in Tarrytown, New
York. — AFP photos

A Chow Chow in the benching area at the 145th Annual Westminster
Kennel Club Dog Show at the Lyndhurst Estate in Tarrytown, New York.

Pink the Cocker Spaniel during the 8th
Annual Masters Agility Championship.

A Pekingese “Wasabi” is seen during the judging before winning Best
in Show at the 145th Annual Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show.


