
KUWAIT: The number of flights operated by
Kuwait  Airways to  China ’s  Guangzhou
reached 100, carrying on board more than
10,000 passengers, along with the cargo
flights during Coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis,
Kuwait  Airways Chairman Ali  Al-Dakhan
announced yesterday.

He added in press remarks that he received
a letter of thanks and congratulations from
Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport Board
of Directors Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer Jia Chen Qiu for reaching such a num-
ber of flights.

The letter also included an appreciation for
KAC being the first international aviation com-
pany operating its flights to Guangzhou airport
since halting the commercial flights due to
COVID-19, with high punctuality in arrival tim-
ing, abiding by the required health precau-

tions, with full disinfec-
tion of its flights.

It also included the
thanks and appreciation
of Jia Chen Qiu to KAC,
for i ts  support  to
Guangzhou airport ,
which great ly con-
tributed in boosting the
bilateral  t ies between
Kuwait and China, espe-
cially in the commercial
exchange, which played
a key role in the stabilization of the trade
between both nations. KAC is meeting the
demand of its customers at high efficiency
despite the special circumstances the commer-
cial aviation sector is suffering worldwide, he
affirmed. — KUNA
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MoH to boost services 
to limit the spread 
of new variants
KUWAIT: Internal
medicine and infec-
tious diseases special-
ist at the Ministry of
Health and Infectious
Diseases Society of
America (IDSA) fellow
Dr Ghanim Al-Hujailan
lauded the efforts of
the health ministry to
fight COVID-19,
affirming that ministry
officials do not spare
any effort to prevent
the virus from spreading.

He added the country is in urgent need of
quick and accurate PCR tests that are able to
detect the major COVID variants - British,
African, Brazilian and Indian - that are more
dangerous. He said such tests are available in
global markets including in Saudi Arabia and
Oman. This is in response by health officials to
provide the minimum of health services to limit
the spread of new variants that are highly infec-
tious and deadly. 

Dr Hujailan hoped the health ministry will
follow suit by boosting the required supplies
and enhancing the level of approved tests based
on speed, accuracy and efficiency, and not for
being the cheapest, in order to prevent any
danger the health system in the country may
face, especially after the opening of borders.

Hujailan expressed worries about the
increase in daily infections with coronavirus
variants in neighboring countries, as the number
of cases doubled during the month of May from
1,063 to 3,000 daily, adding the percentage of
cases of the variants varies between 40 to 50
percent of existing cases in Kuwait.

He said the policy of extending the period of
the second dose of vaccination against the virus
is one of the most important reasons behind the
increase of the number of cases, and despite
clinical studies that indicated that the acquired
immunity after taking the second dose of the
Oxford vaccine after three months is marginally
better, all experts agree that the longer the
period, the more opportunities for the virus to
spread and mutate into new variants.

Dr Hujailan called for adopting new health
protocols through boosting the financial capa-
bilities of the health sector by presenting high
quality test materials to ensure good perform-
ance and accurate results. He said the lack of
finances should not be an excuse to use cheap
and bad coronavirus test materials at the
expense of the health of citizens and expats.

Ali Al-Dakhan

KAC Chairman: 100 flights headed 
to Guangzhou during COVID-19 crisis

KUWAIT: Ministry of Interior evacuated 140
cit izens and residents that were stuck on
Failaka Island due to the bad weather condi-
tions this weekend. Minister of Interior Sheikh
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah super-

vised the evacuation process, said the ministry’s
security media and public relations department
in a press statement yesterday.

It noted that the coast guards were able to
transfer the stranded people to safe grounds

securely, and the ministry also provided staffed
ambulances to check their well being. The
Ministry of Interior called upon sea-goers to
contact the coast guards at: 1-880-888 in case
of emergency. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of Interior Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah supervises the evacuation process. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Teaching and
Learning Center (TLC) at the
Australian College of Kuwait (ACK),
held the Teaching and Learning
Excellence in the e-Era Forum on
June 2. The Forum was held virtually
aiming to strengthen post-pandemic
practical teaching strategies and
reflection in real-life situations, to
yield effective contributors to the
job market and society that empow-
er deeper reasoning, thinking out of
the box, and long-term retention of
information.

The forum focused on tackling
the subjects of distance learning
and the changes brought upon the
teaching and learning process
because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Following keynote speeches, the

forum consisted of two panels. The
first panel’s discussion focused on
practicality in online teaching, while
the second panel highlighted the
role of technology in shaping the
future of higher education.

The Teaching and Learning
Forum takes place every year with
topics that help enhance the teach-
ing and learning experience of edu-
cators and invites local and interna-
tional speakers with panel discus-
sions and workshops to ensure edu-
cators are updated on new teaching
and learning pedagogies.

Commenting on the importance of
the forum, Rola Mourdaa, Manager of
TLC, said: “I believe in the important
role that we as educators play to con-
tribute to the development of a nation
and it is our responsibility to work in
alignment with Kuwait’s 2035 ambi-
tious economic vision. This forum
served as a platform for educators to
implement post-pandemic practical
teaching strategies. Teachers make a
difference every day, and we want
this difference to count.”

ACK holds
learning 
virtual forum

Kuwaiti youth train
colorful macaw parrots
KUWAIT: Keeping domestic birds has always been a passion for
many people in Kuwait and this love extended to macaw parrots.
Some Kuwaitis began breeding the colorful parrots and enjoy
watching them fly. A group of Kuwaiti youth owning macaw parrots
gather at the sea coast, yards and public parks to practice their
hobby, training macaw parrots to fly. Macaw is a domestic bird
which needs training to fly as well as knowing its owner to return to
the same take-off point.  — KUNA


