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Kuwait commemorates  
World Blood Donor Day

KUWAIT: Kuwait 
Ministry of Health’s Blood 
Transfusion Services 
Department commemo-
rated the World Blood 
Donor Day yesterday 
under the theme: Donate 
blood and revive the 
world. Marking the World 
Blood Donor Day raises 
awareness on need of 
safe blood transfusion as 
well as shedding light on 
contributions of donors 
who help save lives of people, Hanan Al-Awadhi, 
Acting Department head, said in a statement to 
KUNA. 

She added blood donation by the public con-
tributed to increasing the blood stocks at the blood 

bank, a matter that showed great social and human-
itarian responsibility. People continue to donate 
blood despite restrictions and extraordinary cir-
cumstances emanated from the coronavirus pan-
demic, she said.  

Meanwhile, Kuwait Red Crescent Society 
(KRCS) yesterday launched a blood donation cam-
paign in coordination with Kuwait Central Blood 
Bank marking the World Blood Donor Day that 
falls annually on June 14. KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal 
Al-Sayer said in a statement to KUNA on sidelines 
of the campaign, organized at Sheikha Salwa 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Center that it was aimed at pro-
viding blood donations to patients and others in 
need. The campaign is also a back-up to the 
Ministry of Health with respect to securing blood 
donations, encouraging people to donate blood 
and enhancing awareness of the necessity of such 
humanitarian act. — KUNA 

Kuwait Red Crescent Society kicks off blood donation campaign

Hanan Al-Awadhi

KUWAIT: A coordinatory meeting was held between Kuwait Fire Force represented by Chief Lt. General Khalid Al-Mikrad, with the Investigations General Directorate in the presence of Deputy Director General Jamal 
Al-Reesh. Both sides discussed coordination about following up violation of preventive conditions in regards to the fire force in order to achieve social security.

KUWAIT: The Environment and Life Sciences 
Research Center, affiliated with Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research (KISR), has been granted an inven-
tion patent for making a product for enhancing the soil’s 
physical components from the US Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO).  

KISR said in a press release yesterday that the inven-

tion was recorded in the name of the center’s 
researchers, Dr Hanaa Bou-rizk and Dr Shawki Lahaleeh. 
The pair has re-used agricultural waste to reclaim sandy 
plots of land for cultivation. Accumulation of such ran-
domly discarded waste increases “green house” emis-
sions, underground water pollution, but their use with 
the newly made product can be beneficial for agriculture.  

The innovated organic product, mixed with some 
fertilizers, can be added with the sand or soil where 
it acts like a sponge that keeps humidity at the 
roots’  level . USPTO is an agency in the US 
Department of Commerce that issues patents to 
inventors and businesses for their inventions, and 
trademark registration for product and intellectual 
property identification.  — KUNA

Kuwait research  
center earns  
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KUWAIT: Speaker of Kuwait National Assembly 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and Speaker of the Council of 
Representatives of Bahrain Fawzia Zainal, discussed 
issues to be presented with President of the 
European Parliament David Sassoli later this month. 

Al-Dustour News Network reported in a state-
ment yesterday, that both sides reviewed over the 
phone the positions of the European Parliament 
toward Arab and human rights issues and ways to 
support the Arab views toward these files. The call 
comes within the framework of decisions and rec-
ommendations of the 31st session of the emergency 
conference of the Arabic Inter-Parliamentary Union. 
Speaker Al-Ghanem held talks in Geneva with the 
President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union Duarte 
Pacheco, in Geneva last week and is scheduled to 
meet with the President of the European Parliament 
Sassoli later this month.  — KUNA

Kuwait, Bahrain to  
discuss Arab issues 
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Russia’s military build-up and provocative behav-

ior on NATO’s eastern frontier “increasingly threaten 
the security of the Euro-Atlantic area and contribute 
to instability along NATO borders and beyond”. The 
allies reiterated their support for the territorial 
integrity of Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine, demand-
ing that Moscow “withdraw the forces it has sta-
tioned in all three countries without their consent”. 

Stoltenberg hailed what he said was Biden’s 
strong commitment to NATO - an implicit contrast to 
the difficult ties under the previous US president, 
Donald Trump. Arriving at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels for a summit with his 29 counterparts, Biden 
stressed that the alliance was “critically important” to 
US security. 

“I think that there is a growing recognition over 
the last couple of years that we have new chal-
lenges,” Biden told Stoltenberg at bilateral talks just 
ahead of the main summit. “We have Russia that is 
not acting in a way that is consistent with what we 
had hoped, as well as China,” he said. “I want to make 
it clear: NATO is critically important for US interests 
in and of itself. If there weren’t one, we’d have to 
invent it,” he said. 

And he stressed once again that Article 5 of the 
NATO treaty - the obligation of members to defend 
one another, once called into question by Trump - 
was a “sacred obligation”. “We’re not entering a new 

Cold War and China is not our adversary, not our 
enemy,” Stoltenberg told reporters as he arrived at 
NATO headquarters ahead of the leaders. 

Looming large at the summit is also the scramble to 
complete NATO’s hasty withdrawal from Afghanistan 
after Biden surprised partners by ordering US troops 
home by Sept 11. France’s President Emmanuel 
Macron met one-on-one with his Turkish counterpart 
and fellow ally Recep Tayyip Erdogan ahead of the 
summit, and Biden was due to meet him later. 

On the table will be Ankara’s offer to secure Kabul 
airport after NATO troops leave - but also concerns 
in other capitals about Turkey’s own aggressive 
regional policy. The final statement did not mention 
Turkey’s role at the airport, but did stress that the 
alliance would continue to pay to keep the facility 
open. Some allies are concerned about the rush to 
leave Afghanistan and some had questioned the 
strategy of an alliance that Macron warned in 2019 
was undergoing “brain death”. 

Other leaders arriving for the talks dismissed this 
phrase, but European leaders stressed that they did 
not want to be drawn into a US confrontation with 
China at the cost of focusing on Russia. The summit 
at NATO’s cavernous Brussels headquarters is set to 
greenlight a 2030 reform program. The leaders will 
agree to rewrite the core “strategic concept” to face 
a world where cyberattacks, climate change, and new 
technologies pose new threats. 

Moscow’s 2014 seizure of Crimea from Ukraine 
gave renewed purpose to NATO and fellow leaders 
were keen to sound Biden out ahead of his 
Wednesday meeting with Putin. On China, Biden is 
picking up from where Trump left off by getting 
NATO to start paying attention to Beijing and he is 
pushing for the alliance to take a tougher line. — AFP

Biden rallies  
NATO against...
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The UAE, made up of seven emirates including 

Dubai, launched an energetic vaccination drive with 
some of the highest inoculation rates worldwide, 
and continues to enforce strict rules on wearing 
masks and social distancing. But some are fearful of 
overseas travel, and wary of crowded places where 
the risk of catching COVID-19 is higher. 

For those who can afford the price tag, yachts 
are seen as a safer bet. “When they eased the lock-
down... people preferred something secure and safe 
with regulations,” said Mohammed Al-Sayyed, man-
ager of Royal Star Yachts charter company. “We are 
providing them with the proper customer service, 
following all the rules, sanitizing the yacht.” 

For now, yachts are allowed to operate at 70 
percent capacity. The company has a fleet that 
includes a 141-foot (42-m) yacht able to host 80 
passengers at full capacity - if you can afford the 
$4,900 price for a three-hour cruise. Charter com-
panies said they have seen an increased interest in 
yachting after coronavirus measures eased, espe-
cially among those who want to spend time with 
friends and family. “People want to do sightseeing, 
cruising,” said Sayyed, who has been in the yacht 
industry for eight years. “They want to relax.” 

Cheaper yachts to hire include the company’s 
90-foot “Big Daddy” - capable of normally carrying 
65 people, at $1,225 for three hours- down to small-

er boats. Some in Dubai said that when the price 
was split between a group, the cost was not as 
steep as it seemed at first. “It can actually be more 
affordable than an all-inclusive brunch at a restau-
rant,” said Naeem. 

And while some groups have been busted by 
authorities flouting the rules and slapped with hefty 
fines, most excursions run smoothly. Sayyed insisted 
his company follows all the rules and that even on 
the most luxurious “party yachts”, there are 
COVID-19 regulations still in place, including the 
need for passengers to socially distance from each 
other and wear masks. 

Dubai, known for its skyscrapers and mega-pro-
jects, boasts the most diverse economy in the oil-
reliant Gulf region and has built a reputation as a 
financial, commercial and tourism hub. Tourism, 
which drew some 16 million visitors a year before 
the coronavirus hit, took a severe downturn in the 
first few months of the pandemic. 

But a flood of arrivals since the beginning of the 
year has regenerated the industry, and helped many 
business activities recover. Other yacht charter 
companies report an increase in demand for rentals 
in recent months. And being out at sea doesn’t mean 
the guests must skimp on takeaway food or drinks. 
Jet skis and speed boats are on standby - for an 
extra fee - to take orders and deliver groceries from 
shore to ship. 

“To go on a boat is as simple as being outdoors 
and being away from strangers, gathering with only 
those you trust,” said Palestinian Jeelan Herz, who 
has lived in the UAE for more than 30 years. “It’s 
also something you can enjoy safely with children - 
go to the middle of the ocean, take part in water 
activities and take a nice dip.” — AFP                  

Dubai’s yachts  
offer socially...

BRUSSELS: NATO leaders pose for a family photo during a summit at the alliance’s headquarters 
yesterday. — AFP 
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Meanwhile, MP Hisham Al-Saleh yesterday asked 

Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah to clarify 
the circumstances surrounding the death of a 
Kuwaiti woman who died hours after receiving a 
dose of a COVID vaccine. The lawmaker said “the 
woman died on Friday amid reports of other deaths 
following the vaccination”. Saleh asked the minister 
about the number of deaths reported after vaccina-
tion, if any. He also asked the minister if the ministry 

has conducted an investigation after the death of 
the woman, identified as A.D. 

According to the woman’s husband, she was in 
good health. Hours after getting vaccinated, she felt 
pain in the jaw and later in the neck. She died while 
being taken in an ambulance to Jaber Hospital, he 
said. Saleh also asked the minister why the ministry 
has not held a press conference to clarify the case. 

The health ministry issued a statement yesterday 
saying the woman died at the intensive care unit of 
the hospital, but provided no details on the circum-
stances or causes of her death. The statement 
defended the medical staff and the attention they 
accorded to the woman, threatening to take action 
against social media posts that were highly critical 
of the staff. 

MoH: Cases of 
Delta variant of...


