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 News in brief

Kuwait FA sacks Carrasco 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Football Association on 
Sunday named Thamer Enad, a Kuwaiti, as the 
new manager of the national football team, 
replacing Spaniard Andres Carrasco. In a press 
statement, the KFA said the decision to appoint 
Enad came after the team’s failure to reach the 
second round of the Asian Qualifiers for the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 and AFC Asian Cup 
China 2023. The association also apologized to 
all fans for the bad results. — KUNA 

Iran navy receives 2 warships 
 
TEHRAN: Iran’s navy took delivery yesterday of 
two new warships in a ceremony broadcast by 
state television. “The defense ministry has 
achieved a major task today in supplying two ships 
to the Islamic Republic of Iran - the destroyer 
Dena and a minesweeper (Shahin),” Iran’s 
President Hassan Rouhani said. The delivery of the 
two ships came after Iran announced on Thursday 
that it had “for the first time” sent a small squadron 
of ships into the Atlantic Ocean with the goal of 
“reinforcing its maritime capabilities”. — AFP 

Egypt upholds death for 12 
 
CAIRO: An Egyptian court yesterday upheld 
death sentences for 12 Muslim Brotherhood mem-
bers, concluding a trial linked to a 2013 mass killing 
of some 800 people by security forces at an 
Islamist sit-in at Rabaa Al-Adawiya Square in 
eastern Cairo. Those condemned include senior 
Brotherhood figures Mohamed Al-Beltagy and 
Safwat Hegazy, a judicial source said, adding that 
the rulings are final and cannot be appealed. No 
Egyptian official has been tried over the Rabaa 
killings. — AFP 

Man with 39 wives dies  
 
NEW DELHI: A polygamist and sect leader who 
had 39 wives and at least 127 children and grand-
children has died in northeastern India aged 76, 
officials said. Zionnghaka Chana, who lived in the 
remote state of Mizoram as the patriarch of what is 
believed to be one of the world’s largest families, 
suffered from diabetes and hypertension and died 
in hospital on Sunday. — AFP

MoH: Cases of Delta variant of  
COVID-19 detected in Kuwait

Kuwait reports 1,563 new coronavirus cases, 8 deaths
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The health ministry announced yester-
day that it had detected an unspecified number of 
cases of the Delta variant of the coronavirus, previ-
ously known as the Indian variant, amid a clear 
spike in the number of COVID-19 cases in Kuwait. 
In a statement to KUNA, Health Ministry 
Spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad provided no 
details on the number of Delta variant cases, when 
they were discovered and whether they were 
detected among citizens or expats. 

Dr Al-Sanad said in a statement the ministry is 
conducting genetic examinations of the virus on a 
regular basis to study patterns of the spread of 
COVID strains in Kuwait and coordinating with 
countries around the world to combat the virus. The 
Delta strain has been detected in more than 62 
countries throughout the world.  

With the emergence of new strains of the coron-
avirus in some countries, the health ministry has 
scrambled to take precautionary measures such as 
genetic planning by specialized technical teams to 
contain the virus, Dr Al-Sanad added. He called on 

the public to observe strict health precautions to 
ward off the pandemic, as official statistics show 
that Kuwait has reported more than 1,300 coron-
avirus cases every day since June 7. The spike 
comes shortly after the government ended a partial 
curfew and reopened malls, restaurants and cafes 
and a host of other activities. 

Health officials announced 1,563 people tested 
positive yesterday for the coronavirus, while eight 
related deaths were reported, taking the total num-
ber of confirmed cases to 329,526 and the death toll 
to 1,820. Another 1,464 people recovered from the 
virus, raising total recoveries to 311,559, Dr Al-
Sanad said in a statement. The number of people 
undergoing treatment currently stands at 16,139, 
with 172 of them in intensive care units, he added.  

The head of the higher consultative committee 
for the coronavirus Dr Khaled Al-Jarallah said yes-
terday that new variants of coronavirus are stirring 
waves of the disease locally and in Gulf countries. 
He said vaccination and compliance with health 
precautions are the only measures to deal with the 
new variants. 

Continued on Page 2 

MoI evacuates civilians stuck on Failaka 

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah supervises the evacuation 
yesterday of 140 citizens and residents who were stuck on Failaka Island due to the bad weather 
conditions this weekend. — KUNA (See Page 3)

BRUSSELS: US President Joe Biden (right) speaks with Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan prior to a plenary session of a NATO summit at the NATO head-
quarters yesterday. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: NATO leaders vowed 
yesterday to work together against the 
‘systemic challenge’ posed by China’s 
aggressive policies and put Russia on 
notice about its flouting of internation-
al law. As US President Joe Biden 
renewed Washington’s Transatlantic 
ties at his first summit with the Western 
allies, the leaders issued a broad state-
ment of intent. 

China’s increasingly assertive 
actions in building a nuclear arsenal 
along with space and cyber warfare 
capabilities threatens the international 

order, they said. NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg said the allies 
would seek to cooperate with China on 
global issues like climate change, as 
European capitals wanted. But, in a 
nod to Washington’s growing concern, 
he warned: “China’s growing influence 
and international policies present chal-
lenges to Alliance security.” 

“Leaders agreed that we need to 
address such challenges together as an 
alliance, and that we need to engage 
with China to defend our security 
interests. We are concerned by China’s 
coercive policies,” he said, citing 
Beijing’s expanding nuclear arsenal. In 
the summit communique, the leaders 
warned Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin, whom Biden will meet tomorrow 
in Geneva, that there will be no quick 
return to “business as usual”. 

Continued on Page 2 

Biden rallies  
NATO against  
China threat 

RIYADH: A bomb-laden drone launched by Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels crashed into a Saudi school on Sunday, 
state media said, despite growing diplomatic efforts 
for a ceasefire between the warring parties. No 
injuries were reported in the strike in southern Asir 
province, the official Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 

reported, citing civil defense authorities. Photos 
released by SPA showed the damaged roof of a build-
ing as well as what appeared to be broken parts of the 
drone. The reported attack comes three days after the 
Saudi-led coalition fighting the Iran-linked rebels said 
it had stopped carrying out attacks in Yemen in order 
to pave the way for a peaceful settlement. The de-
escalation is aimed at “preparing the political ground 
for a peace process in Yemen”, coalition spokesman 
Turki Al-Maliki told Saudi state television on 
Thursday. 

But shortly after his comments, Yemeni state media 

reported that at least eight civilians had been killed 
and 27 others wounded in strikes in the northern city 
of Marib. The Houthis have led a months-long offen-
sive to seize Marib and its surrounding oilfields - the 
last significant pocket of government-held territory in 
the north. Earlier this month, Omani officials visited 
Sanaa to try to convince the rebels to accept a cease-
fire, according to rebel sources. The effort to secure 
peace in Yemen comes after Saudi Arabia and regional 
rival Iran restarted talks in April, with their first high-
level meeting since Riyadh cut diplomatic ties with 
Tehran in 2016. — AFP 

Houthi drone falls  
on Saudi school

DUBAI: A luxury yacht is pictured at the Dubai Marina on June 10 2021. — AFP

DUBAI: Dubai earned a reputation 
for delivering luxury for those with 
cash to splash years ago, but amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a new mode of 
travel has become popular - yachts. 
“It’s more private, you’re with only 
family and friends, and it’s the ideal 
outing during a pandemic,” said Nada 
Naeem, a 36-year-old Saudi citizen 
living in Dubai. Dozens of white 
yachts are seen every day zipping 

through the emirate’s bays, canals and 
islands, while others are docked along 
the coast in Gulf waters overlooking 
the skyline of high-rise towers. 

“You feel like you can breathe,” 
Naeem said, adding that she had not 
left Dubai since the pandemic began 
last year. “It’s like you’ve travelled.” 
Unlike so many parts of the world, 
Dubai opened its doors wide open to 
tourists just a few months after the 
coronavirus pandemic took hold last 
year. Life in the Gulf emirate - one of 
the first destinations to welcome visi-
tors again last July - returned to 
largely normal, with restaurants and 
hotels up and running and beaches 
open to the public. 
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Dubai’s yachts  
offer socially 
distanced luxe 


