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BIRMINGHAM: New Zealand overpowered
England by eight wickets in the second Test at
Edgbaston yesterday as they sealed a 1-0 series
win with more than a day to spare. Set a target of
just 38 after England tailender Olly Stone was out
to the very first ball  of the fourth day, the
Blackcaps finished on 41-2. Tom Latham, captain-
ing the team in place of the injured Kane
Williamson, hit the winning boundary to be 23 not
out after the first Test of a two-match series at
Lord’s last week ended in a draw.

Victory gave New Zealand just a third win in 18
Test series in England, and a first this century after
their 1986 and 1999 triumphs. And it means they
will head into next week’s inaugural World Test
Championship final against India at Southampton
in confident mood. “It’s great to get an extra day of
rest before India but we’ll celebrate as well - we’ve
not won here since 1999 so it’s important to cele-
brate those achievements,” said Latham at the
presentation ceremony. By contrast, this was
England’s first series loss at home since a 2014
defeat by Sri Lanka.

‘Massively underperformed’ 
“It hasn’t been our best week, has it?” England

captain Joe Root told BBC Radio after his side came
into this match missing Ollie Robinson, with the
Sussex seamer suspended after a promising on-field
Test debut at Lord’s for historic racist and sexist
Twitter posts. “I think we’ve massively underper-
formed. Credit to New Zealand, they have outper-
formed us throughout the game.”

A lively crowd at a sun-drenched Edgbaston
roared James Anderson, making an England record
162nd Test appearance, onto the field when the No
11 walked out to bat with Stone and again when he
opened the bowling. But it was longstanding new-
ball partner Stuart Broad who took the first New
Zealand wicket to fall on Sunday when he had
Blackcaps player of the series Devon Conway
caught behind for three.

New Zealand were in sight of victory when Will
Young was bowled by Olly Stone. Latham then end-
ed the match courtesy of a four down to third man
off fast bowler Mark Wood as New Zealand
reached their target in 10.5 overs, with only 52 min-
utes play on Sunday needed to wrap up the match.
England resumed on the brink of defeat at 122-9 in
their second innings, a lead of just 37 runs, after
slumping to 76-7 on Saturday.

Stone then fell for his overnight 15 when caught
behind off left-arm quick Trent Boult. Matt Henry,
one of an extraordinary six changes to the New
Zealand side that played at Lord’s, took the first
three wickets to fall in a return of 3-36, with Neil
Wagner following up with 3-1.  Such is the
Blackcaps’ strength in depth, however, that either
bowler could be replaced by the rested Tim
Southee in the WTC final.

Henry was named player of the match following
overall figures of 6-114. “It’s pretty easy to get moti-
vated to play for your country,” said fast bowler
Henry. “We’ve had a strong squad for a while and
every time you get the opportunity you want to do
your best.” South Africa-born opener Conway was

named New Zealand’s player of the series after he
followed a remarkable 200 on Test debut at Lord’s
with 80 in the first innings of this match. “Definitely

didn’t believe it would go this well,” said Conway.
“It’s very special to win here in England and it’ll
take some time for that to sink in.” —AFP

New Zealand thrash England in 
second Test to seal series win

BIRMINGHAM: New Zealand’s players celebrate with the trophy on winning the series after clinching victory
on the fourth day of the second Test cricket match between England and New Zealand at Edgbaston Cricket
Ground yesterday. —AFP

Clippers claw back 
into series with 
top-seeded Jazz
LOS ANGELES: Kawhi Leonard and Paul George com-
bined for 65 points as the Los Angeles Clippers showed
they still have some fight left, beating the Utah Jazz 132-
106 in game three of their NBA playoff series. Leonard
finished with 34 points and 12 assists and George had 31
for the Clippers who had little room for error heading
into Saturday’s game in front of a pandemic-limited
crowd of 8,000 at Staples Center arena in downtown
Los Angeles.

“I need my two best players to be able to do that,”
said Clippers head coach Tyronn Lue. “They set the
table for everyone else.” The Clippers put themselves in
deep peril by losing the first two games of the Western
Conference second round series and they are not out of
trouble yet as the Jazz are the top-seeded team after
finishing the regular season with 52 wins. Game four is
today at Staples Center. The fourth-seeded Clippers
closed out the game with a 26-11 surge.

George said he was in the right mindset all game
long. “I got to the shots I am most comfortable with and
I stuck with it,” George said. “It is all about putting
pressure on their defense and staying with an attack
mentality all game.” Reggie Jackson and Nicolas Batum
added 17 points each for the Clippers in the win. The
Jazz were playing without guard Mike Conley, who sat
out his third straight game with a sore hamstring.

Donovan Mitchell scored 30 points but missed the
final seven minutes after turning his right ankle. Mitchell
came out of the game halfway through the fourth quar-
ter after appearing to reinjure the ankle. Mitchell asked
to re-enter the game late in the fourth but was denied
by Jazz coach Quin Snyder who kept his star on the

bench with the Clippers running away with it. The 24-
year-old Mitchell was averaging 41 points heading into
game three after scoring 37 in game two and 45 points
in game one.

He became the first Jazz player to score at least 35
points in back-to-back playoff games since Karl Malone
accomplished the feat three straight times during the
1988 playoffs. Mitchell said he expects to be ready to go
in the next game. “I am good. I wanted to go back in but
no need to risk it as we were down 16 or 18 at that point.

I will be fine,” Mitchell said.
Joe Ingles scored 19 points for the Jazz. Jordan

Clarkson added 14 points, Rudy Gobert contributed 12
points and 10 rebounds, and Royce O’Neale scored 12
points. Utah trailed 106-95 after a three by Clarkson
with 7:18 left. Mitchell left the game and the Clippers
smelled blood, scoring 10 straight points, with Leonard
and Batum draining consecutive threes to make it 116-
95 with 5:22 remaining. “They lit a fire under us. We had
to protect home court,” George said.— AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Donovan Mitchell #45 of the Utah Jazz passes as Kawhi Leonard #2 of the LA Clippers
defends during the second half of a game at Staples Center on Saturday. —AFP

McKeown smashes 
world record, Titmus 
goes close at trials
ADELAIDE: Australia’s Kaylee McKeown threw down
the Olympic gauntlet to American rival Regan Smith by
smashing her 100m backstroke world record yester-
day, while Ariarne Titmus fired a warning shot to
superstar Katie Ledecky with the second fastest 400m
freestyle ever. McKeown, 19, touched in 57.45sec at
the Australian Olympic trials in Adelaide, sweeping
past Smith’s all-time mark of 57.57 set at the 2019
world championships, dedicating it to her father who
died last year.

World champion Titmus was also red-hot, narrowly
missing American great Ledecky’s 2016 world record
of 3:56.46. She was under the pace for much of the race
but just missed out, hitting the wall in a sizzling 3:56.90.
Reigning Olympic 100m freestyle champion Kyle
Chalmers booked his ticket to Tokyo after winning the
200m, while Mitch Larkin, the 200m backstroke silver
medallist at Rio in 2016, made his third Games by
claiming the 100m back.

“I just can’t believe it. I just wanted to come in
tonight and blow out the cobwebs,” an emotional
McKeown said poolside in Adelaide with tears in her
eyes. “It’s been a huge year for me and my family. It’s
been 10 months since my dad passed today. So with
that behind me and doing that I think he would be very
proud.” McKeown’s father died from brain cancer aged
just 53 and she has a tattoo on her foot which says: “I
will always be with you.”

McKeown is shaping up to be a serious multiple
gold medal contender in Japan. She is also expected to
qualify in the 200m backstroke, having recently set the
fourth quickest time in history, and the 200m individual
medley, where she owns the world’s best time this sea-
son. Veteran Emily Seebohm, silver medallist at London
in 2012, hit the wall second in 58.59 behind McKeown
to qualify for her fourth Olympics.

Titmus’ time was the second quickest in history, set-
ting the scene for a showdown with Ledecky, having
upset her to claim gold at the 2019 worlds in South
Korea. “I know it’s going to take a world record to win
at the Olympics with her in the field,” she said. “It gives
me confidence that I went close to that tonight. “I’m a
bit shocked, honestly, I didn’t think I would go that
quick,” added the 20-year-old as tears flowed.

She wil l  also swim the 200m and 800m in
Adelaide, and is a key member of the Australian

4x200m freestyle relay that holds the world record.
Chalmers, who stunned the swimming world when he
won 100m freestyle gold in Rio as an 18-year-old,
clocked 1:45.48 to take out the 200m ahead of Elijah
Winnington. Mack Horton was sixth after his failure
to qualify for the 400m as defending Olympic cham-
pion. He could still make the trip to Japan as a relay
swimmer.—AFP

ADELAIDE: Kaylee McKeown reacts after setting a new
world record time in the women’s 100m backstroke
final during day two of the Australian Olympic swim-
ming trials yesterday. —AFP

Rocked by COVID 
outbreaks, Copa 
opens in Brazil
BRASILIA: The Copa America that almost never
was, opened yesterday in Brazil, overshadowed
by the desperate race to find a host, the with-
drawal of sponsors and COVID-19 - including
outbreaks on two teams.

After more than a year of bad news that culmi-
nated in the last-minute scrapping of original co-
hosts Argentina and Colombia, the South
American championships will finally kicked off
when Brazil faced Venezuela in an empty Mane
Garrincha stadium in Brasilia.

But that does not mean a respite from contro-
versy, or from the coronavirus. Officials con-
firmed a day before kickoff that at least eight
Venezuelan players had tested positive for
COVID-19, forcing the country to call up 15
emergency replacements to face the defending
champions.

In all, 13 members of the Venezuelan national
team’s delegation tested positive for the virus,
including coaching staff, said the South American
football confederation, CONMEBOL. Bolivia later
said three of its players and a coach had also
tested positive and were in isolation ahead of
their team’s debut today against Paraguay.

Brazilian health authorities said they were
tracing everyone the infected individuals came
into contact with, and would carry out genetic
testing to determine whether they were carrying
a potentially riskier variant of the virus.

The outbreaks are unlikely to derail the tour-
nament. CONMEBOL is allowing teams unlimited
substitutions for players who are ruled out
because of COVID-19 or contact with infected
people. But the news fueled further criticism of
the tournament, and of far-right President Jair
Bolsonaro for agreeing to host it despite the fact
the pandemic is still raging in Brazil.

“There are vested interests in making the Copa
America happen,” said sociologist Rodrigo
Moreira of Fluminense Federal University, attempt-
ing to explain why the tournament was being held,
given that health experts warned against it. “The
government wants to show the country is ready to
host it, when in reality it’s not. And (organizers)
want to guarantee their profits” from TV rights and
sponsorship deals, he told AFP.

Bad to worse 
Originally scheduled for 2020, the Copa

America, the world’s oldest international football
tournament, was delayed 12 months by the pan-
demic. It nearly had to be called off again when
Argentina and Colombia fell through as hosts
because of a surge of COVID-19 in the former
and violent anti-government protests in the latter.

Bolsonaro, who faces widespread criticism for
his defiance of expert advice on managing the pan-
demic, controversially gave his blessing two weeks
ago for Brazil to stand in. But epidemiologists warn
the event could exacerbate a COVID-19 outbreak
that has already claimed more than 485,000 lives in
Brazil, second only to the United States.

Since then, the bad news has continued piling
up. Three sponsors - MasterCard, beer giant
Ambev and alcoholic beverage company Diageo
- pulled their branding from the tournament.
Many players and coaches criticized the event,
including the entire Brazilian national team.

Two opposition parties and a labor union filed
lawsuits to block it on health grounds. Brazil’s
Supreme Court ruled Thursday the tournament
could go ahead - but ordered the government to
submit an extensive health protocol. The 10 teams
will undergo mandatory COVID-19 testing every
48 hours. Their movements will be restricted, and
they will travel between the four host cities on
chartered flights. —AFP

After record six 
runner-ups, Mickelson 
chases US Open win
LA JOLLA:  After becoming golf’s oldest major
champion, Phil Mickelson takes aim at the greatest
prize he has never won, a trophy that has slipped
agonizingly from his grasp - a US Open title. The
American left-hander, a record six-time US Open
runner-up, will be an emotional favorite when the
121st US Open tees off Thursday at Torrey Pines,
only minutes from his San Diego home.

Mickelson delivered a shocking win for the ages
by capturing his sixth major title last month at the

PGA Championship, defeating Brooks Koepka and
Louis Oosthuizen by two strokes at Kiawah Island
to become the oldest major champion in history at
age 50. “That’s a win I’ll cherish forever,” Mickelson
said. “It was a very special week.”

Mickelson will turn 51 on Wednesday, the eve of
the opening round of the US Open at Torrey Pines,
where he has won three times, although not since a
major renovation in 2001. That’s why he spent the
past two weeks practicing on the coastal layout. “I’ll
try to put everything I can into that Open,”
Mickelson said. “I’ll try to spend some time out there
to just get comfortable on the golf course. Honestly
since the redo 20 years ago, I have not played that
course as well as I would like to. I tried to force it.”

Mental focus and discipline, two of the critical
aspects of his victory on the windy Atlantic Coast
last month, will be crucial again at the US Open. “A

lot of pins you can’t go to, you have to play 50-60
feet away, and a lot of holes I get overly aggressive,
obviously that’s my nature,” Mickelson said.
“There’s a proper way to play it and I’ve seen it and
I want to have the discipline to do it and so I want
to spend some time out there to develop a good
game plan.”

Mickelson, ranked 31st, has as many US Open
runner-up finishes as he does major wins. Asked if
the focus he managed at the PGA would enable
him to avoid mental errors that have nagged him at
the US Open, Mickelson, said, “No, after 35 years
of that, it’s just not going to go away.” “Lefty” won
his first US PGA title in 1991 at Tucson as a 20-
year-old amateur and spent a while chasing major
titles, with 17 top-10 major finishes from 1993-
2003 before his breakthrough win at the 2004
Masters. —AFPr


