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Mahrez strikes as 
African champions 
Algeria create record
JOHANNESBURG: Captain Riyad Mahrez scored
as Algeria defeated Tunisia 2-0 in an international
friendly this weekend to create a record 27-match
unbeaten run by an African national team. An
Ivory Coast side that included Yaya and Kolo
Toure and Didier Drogba set a 26-match bench-
mark in 2013, and Algeria began their remarkable
run by winning 4-1 away to Togo five years later.

Popularly known as the Desert Foxes, the north
Africans set the record by winning 20 matches,
drawing seven, scoring 58 goals and conceding
17. They faced 24 opponents from Africa plus
Mexico, Colombia and Qatar, played nine matches
at home, six away and 12 at neutral venues. Facing
Tunisia away was a huge challenge as reigning
African champions Algeria sought to overtake the
mark set by the Ivorian ‘golden generation’.

The Tunisians are ranked second in Africa, two
places above Algeria, had home advantage and
took a 12-match unbeaten run into the north
African showdown. But Algerian fears that they
might trip at the final hurdle were soon allayed as
Qatar-based Baghdad Bounedjah and Manchester
City winger Mahrez scored within 28 minutes of
the kickoff. Rattled after conceding twice, there
was no way back for the hosts against an Algerian
defense marshalled by Aissa Mandi and Djamel
Benlamri.

The center-backs were among eight starters in
Rades who also began the 2019 Africa Cup of
Nations final against Senegal in Cairo, which
Algeria won 1-0 through a Bounedjah goal. AC
Milan midfielder Ismail Bennacer missed the wins
over Mauritania, Mali and Tunisia this month due
to a foot injury that required surgery.

Right-back Mehdi Zeffane and midfielder
Adlene Guedioura were the other absentees and
Youcef Atal, Ramiz Zerrouki and Haris Belkebla
took their places. Guedioura did come off the
bench during the second half only to be red-card-
ed two minutes from the end of regular time. The
line-up was composed exclusively of Algerians
based in Europe and the Middle East, including
three playing in France and two in Qatar while
Mahrez the sole English Premier League repre-
sentative. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Joel Embiid finished with 27
points, nine rebounds and eight assists as the
Philadelphia 76ers snapped the Atlanta Hawks’ run
of good fortune at home with a 127-111 win in game
three of their NBA Eastern Conference playoff
series. The teams split the first two games in
Philadelphia, but the Sixers dominated Friday to
grab a 2-1 series lead and halt the Hawks’ 13-game
winning streak at home.

Tobias Harris scored 22 points, Ben Simmons tal-
lied 18 points and seven assists, and Furkan
Korkmaz drained three of six from beyond the arc
for the 76ers in front of a crowd of 16,400 at State
Farm Arena in Atlanta. Embiid had a couple of hard
falls during the contest but nothing serious. “I’m
OK,” said Embiid, who is playing with a cartilage
tear in his right knee. “I’m standing up. I’m walking.
I finished the game. So I’m gonna keep getting back
up. I’m going to keep fighting. That’s been me since
I’ve been playing basketball.” Game four is Monday
night in Atlanta. 

Philadelphia shot 52 percent overall and an
impressive 47 percent from beyond the arc, making
10 of 21 compared to Atlanta who made just six of
23. Philadelphia’s three point shooting has improved
as the series progressed, going from 34 percent in
game one to 46 percent in game two. “I was just
trying to push the pace and get in the lane, stay
aggressive and get to the rim, get into a rhythm,”
Simmons said. “I think I did a good job of that in the
second half.”

The Sixers also once again contained the Hawks’
rising star Trae Young, who finished with 28 points
in 37 minutes of playing time. John Collins scored 23

points and Clint Capela had eight points and 16
rebounds in the loss. Philadelphia led 28-20 at the
end of the first quarter and by five, 61-56, at half-
time as Young had 16 points. 

The Sixers seized command in the third, outscor-
ing Atlanta 34-19 and extending their lead to 20
points heading into the fourth. Philadelphia roared
out of the halftime break, making their first eight
shots of the third quarter to build an 80-62 lead.
Seth Curry highlighted their 19-6 scoring surge by
nailing a three and a pair of short-range jump shots. 

Elsewhere, Devin Booker scored 28 points and
Chris Paul added 27 and eight assists as the Phoenix
Suns seized a commanding 3-0 lead over the Denver
Nuggets with a 116-102 victory. “We are peaking at
the right time. The regular season prepared us for
these games,” Booker said. Deandre Ayton had 10
points and 15 rebounds, Jae Crowder scored 14 and
Mikal Bridges added 11 for Phoenix, who can sweep
the best-of-seven series on Sunday in Denver.

‘Give our best’ 
“It is not going to be easy,” said Crowder of the

possible close out game. “We expect their best, and
we are going to give our best too.” Phoenix now has
a stranglehold lead in the best of seven series and
are just one win from reaching the NBA semi-finals
for the first time since the 2009-10 season. Nikola
Jokic, who received his MVP award before the
game, had 32 points, 20 rebounds and 10 assists for
the Nuggets but didn’t get a lot of help from his
supporting cast. Monte Morris scored 21, Michael
Porter had 15 and Will Barton added 14 in the loss.

The Suns never trailed after being down 3-2.

Phoenix charged out to a 21-8 lead early and was
up 37-27 after the first quarter. Denver scored the
final six points of the half to trail just 59-55 at inter-
mission. Phoenix began the final quarter by scoring

the first six points to lead by 20 with 10:17 left. “It
was a great crowd. These playoff games have a
higher intensity, and they are more physical,” said
Booker. —AFP 

Embiid scores 27 as Sixers roll 
over Hawks, Suns rout Nuggets

DENVER: Nikola Jokic #15 of the Denver Nuggets looks for a shot against the Phoenix Suns in Game Three of
the Western Conference second-round playoff series at Ball Arena on Friday. —AFP

Olympic 400m 
champ Horton 
misses qualifying 
ADELAIDE: Olympic 400 m champion Mack Horton
will not be defending his title in Tokyo after failing to
qualify at the Australian trials yesterday, stunned by
Elijah Winnington who swam the world’s fastest time
this year. Horton, who beat drug-tainted Chinese star
Sun Yang for the title in Rio then refused to stand on
the podium with him at the 2019 world champi-
onships, has been struggling for form this season.

The 25-year-old needed to come good on day
one of the trials in Adelaide and he gave it his all, but
his 3mins 43.92secs wasn’t enough despite being one
of the quickest globally in the last 12 months. He was
narrowly in front at 300m but Winnington came
storming back to win in a sizzling 3:42.65 with Jack
McLoughlin (3:43.27) pipping Horton for second
with only the top two making the grade. “It’s really
incredible,” said 21-year-old Winnington. “I’ve
changed coaches in the past year and it’s been
incredible for me. We’ve done so much work and
that’s why I had full confidence in my last 100.”

Despite missing out on the 400m, Horton could
still make the plane to Tokyo in the 200m today.

Swimming Australia has set the bar high at the six-
day trials - to qualify, athletes must match or better
the time needed to make the final at the 2019 world
championships. A maximum of 56 swimmers - 28
men and 28 women - can be selected in a sport that
has traditionally been the medal-winning backbone
for Australia at the Olympics.

Emma McKeon, part of Australia’s gold-medal-
winning 4x100m relay team at the 2016 Rio
Olympics, was also on fire, clocking the world’s sec-
ond fastest time of the year in the 100m butterfly to
easily qualify. The 27-year-old made the turn under
world record pace before touching in 55.93, behind
only China’s Zhang Yufei (55.73) this season as she
zeroes in on Swedish great’s Sarah Sjostrom’s 2016
world best of 53.48.

“I haven’t done a PB in that event since 2017 so
it’s been a while and I felt like it was time,” she said
after setting a new Commonwealth and Australian
record. “It’s not relief, just joy, It’s been a long time
coming for everyone,” she added of a difficult
COVID-hit year. Brianna Throssell was second in
57.11, fractionally outside the qualifying time.

McKeon, who won four medals at Rio, is shaping
up as one of Australia’s best hopes in Tokyo. She
will also race the 50m, 100m and 200m free in
Adelaide. Brendon Smith was another to smash an
Australian record in the 400m individual medley,
hitting the wall in 4:10.04 to comfortably qualify in
the world’s fourth fastest time this season.

Lee See-Bom swam a new personal best to finish
second and also make the Tokyo team. “I’ve been
putting in a pretty good block of training recently. I
knew it (the record) was on the cards but I needed
a very good race to do it,” said Smith. In an upset,
neither the fancied Zac Stubblety-Cook nor Matt
Wilson posted fastest enough times in the 100m
breaststroke. Stubblety-Cook touched first in 59.69,
but outside the 59.21 needed, with former 200m
breaststroke world record holder Wilson in fourth.
Wilson will attempt to make the grade in the 200m
on Tuesday. —AFP

English cricket to 
launch review after 
Twitter storm
LONDON: The England and Wales Cricket Board is
to launch a “social media review” that could lead to
widespread disciplinary action following the fall-out
from Ollie Robinson’s Twitter posts. The Sussex
seamer was suspended from England duty pending
an investigation after historic racist and sexist posts
made in 2012 and 2013 re-emerged during his Test
debut against New Zealand at Lord’s last week.

Since Robinson’s posts re-emerged, the social
media feeds of a number of internationals have been
scrutinised, with an unnamed player found to have
sent offensive tweets while under the age of 16.
Meanwhile, the experienced England trio of James
Anderson, Jos Buttler and limited overs captain Eoin
Morgan have all faced accusations of publishing
potentially offensive messages.

The ECB board met Wednesday, when they decided
to look into the issue in more detail, with a statement
issued Saturday saying: “The board agreed to the exec-
utive’s recommendation for a social media review to
address any historical issues, remind individuals of their
personal responsibilities going forward, and help them
learn lessons along the way.

“The board was clear that this process would not
prevent further disciplinary action in the future,
should that be required, under the applicable

processes, but it is hoped that the game can emerge
from this difficult period stronger and determined to
be more inclusive and welcoming to all.” The ECB
said the review would be “collaborative”, with admin-
istrators, players, coaches and the Professional
Cricketers’ Association, the players’ union, all
involved.

‘Sanction’ 
Revelations about Robinson’s Twitter posts came

just hours after both the England and New Zealand
teams had lined up before play on the morning of the
opening day of the first Test for a ‘moment of unity’
designed to show their determination to removed dis-
crimination from cricket. The England side also wore
T-shirts carrying the message “Cricket is a game for
everyone”.

ECB chairman Ian Watmore insisted Saturday the
board remained committed to diversity and inclusion.
“As the national governing body, we must steer a path
between helping individuals project an inclusive
image, educating them on what is expected of them
and allowing them the space to express themselves to
the public. We must also investigate their actions and
sanction them when they fall short,” he said.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson backed com-
ments from his culture and sports secretary that the
suspension of Robinson was “over the top”. But yester-
day’s statement from the ECB insisted it retained faith
in its disciplinary procedure. “The board is assured that
the right processes are in place to make judgements on
suspensions and disciplinary actions under player
employment contracts,” it said.

The issue has not just been confined to England

internationals, with county side Lancashire announc-
ing Friday they had launched an “immediate review
and investigation” into allegations of offensive tweets
by five of their players. PCA chief executive Rob
Lynch said the last week had been “an important peri-
od for all professional cricketers across our sport”. 

He added: “We are committed to working with our
members and the ECB on further education, and there
is always more that we can do. “We will consult with
our members and work with the ECB to develop
terms of reference for a social media review, which in
turn, will lead to better insight and an opportunity to
improve.” —AFP 

ADELAIDE: Elijah Winnington celebrates after winning
the men’s 400m freestyle final during day one of the
Australian Olympic swimming trials yesterday. —AFP

BIRMINGHAM: England’s Olly Stone celebrates with
England’s captain Joe Root after taking the wicket of
New Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell during play on the third
day of the second Test cricket match between
England and New Zealand at Edgbaston Cricket
Ground yesterday. —AFP

Australia softball 
team finds Olympic
bubble ‘challenging’
TOKYO: No meeting fans, no eating out and no
sightseeing - life in the Tokyo Olympic bubble could
be “challenging” for athletes, the first team to arrive in
Japan has warned. Australian softball head coach
Laing Harrow told AFP his players have been binge-
ing on Netflix and hitting the gym in a bid to “break
the boredom” after landing in Japan on June 1.

He said the players “seem to be in a very good
headspace”, despite the severe restrictions, which
organizers insist are necessary to hold the Games
safely. But he warned other teams could find life
difficult at the coronavirus-postponed Games, with
cabin fever a potential risk for athletes who don’t

come prepared.
“It is challenging,” Harrow said in an online inter-

view from the team’s base in Ota City, around 100 km
north of Tokyo. “If it’s cards or games that you can
play on phones or whatever, you do need to break the
boredom up a little, because there is a fair bit of
downtime.” Harrow said his players and staff - who
were all vaccinated before leaving Australia - are glad
to be training again after spending their first three
days cooped up in the hotel.

They have played a series of practice games
against Japanese teams, at a venue around a 10-
minute bus ride from their hotel. “We’re quite lucky
because we do play games, and we’re at the grounds
for a good five, six hours. That takes up a fair chunk of
the day,” he said.

But he said it was disappointing that the team are
barred from meeting Japanese fans. The only interac-
tion they have with locals, he said, is when govern-
ment officials come to their hotel every morning to
test for the virus. “It is a shame, because we’ve been

to Ota City a couple of times and it’s always great to
interact with the locals,” he said. “But we can’t do
anything about it. We just have to maintain this bubble
and we can’t put anyone in jeopardy.”

The ‘Aussie Spirit’ team are restricted to three
floors of their hotel, and have their own gym, dining
room and meeting room. They must enter and exit the
hotel through a special door, and have a lift reserved
for their use. “I wouldn’t have any idea how many
guests are here,” said Harrow. “We don’t see any
guests at all.” But he said there were no complaints
about the restrictions, insisting the team “just follow
those instructions and try to abide by the rules”.

The team arrived early in Japan because they
needed game practice and couldn’t go to the US as
originally planned, he said. And despite the lack of
interaction, Harrow said the team “have felt very wel-
come” in Japan, which he sees “as a positive that peo-
ple are looking forward to the Olympics”. “I guess
people want to catch a glimpse of us at the grounds,”
he said. —AFP

Sterling honored 
by Queen for 
racial equality fight
LONDON: Manchester City and England forward
Raheem Sterling was on Friday named in Queen
Elizabeth II’s Birthday Honors list in recognition of
his work to promote racial equality in sport. The
26-year-old, who has been heavily involved in
anti-racism and anti-discrimination campaigns,
has been made an MBE (Member of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire).

Sterling, a Premier League and League Cup
winner with City this season, has been subjected
to racial slurs in stadiums and online during his
career. In 2019, he took part in an anti-racism
campaign, “No Room For Racism” and spoke out
last year as the Black Lives Matter movement
gained traction following the murder of George
Floyd in the United States.

The award comes just days after England play-
ers were booed by fans for taking the knee to
protest against racial injustice before friendly
matches ahead of Euro 2020. Almost a quarter, or
262 people, on the main honors list, which rewards
individuals’ bravery, service or achievement in
their fields, have been recommended for coron-
avirus-related activities. —AFP


