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KUWAIT: Ooredoo Telecom, the first to introduce
innovative digital services in Kuwait, has selected
Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) as its strategic partner to
migrate and consolidate its online charging system to
Ericsson Charging as its single platform enabling digi-
tal offerings replacing other charging solutions across
the company. In addition, Ericsson agreement will
enhance and provide new digital offerings to Ooredoo
Kuwait’s subscribers as well as an architecture and
interface platform ready for 5G. 

Ooredoo Kuwait and Ericsson successfully com-
pleted the migration and consolidation to Ericsson
Charging ensuring seamless customer experience.
Ericsson Charging allows Ooredoo Kuwait to deliver
superior digital 5G services and quality to its cus-
tomers in line with the digitalization ambitions of
Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwait”. Ericsson Charging
is a modular, scalable, open, convergent Online
Charging System (OCS) using industry standards and
protocols. 

The solution for Ooredoo Kuwait provides a best-
in-class charging system with a reliable and scalable
platform that supports their large and demanding
subscriber base. The agreement ensures Ericsson can
seamlessly bring together Ooredoo Kuwait’s various

interfaces to provide its customers with a comprehen-
sive digital experience. 

Essa Haider, Director Network Planning & Design,
Ooredoo Kuwait, says: “Ooredoo Kuwait is committed
to providing a world-class experience for its cus-
tomers across the country and our agreement with
Ericsson to consolidate to Ericsson Charging allows
us to continue enhancing our service. This in turn will
ensure we can comprehensively capture and secure
revenue streams and continue our cycle of improve-
ment for customers in the country.”

Kevin Murphy, Vice President and Head of Global
Customer Unit Ooredoo at Ericsson Middle East and
Africa, says: “We are proud to partner with Ooredoo
Kuwait and we are pleased they share our confidence
in Ericsson Charging solutions. Our agreement will
enable Ooredoo Kuwait to optimize their charging
landscape, realize and create new opportunities with
its large customer base as well as ensure these digital
charging services can be implemented on 5G infra-

structure. Our aim is to continuously support
Ooredoo Kuwait as we share their ambitions to realize
Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwait”.”

Ericsson Charging provides a low risk but effective
route to capture and secure revenue streams and take
advantage of business opportunities from both tradi-
tional telecom services as well as digital services, 5G
and IoT.

Ericsson Charging is a fundamental part of
telecommunications business support systems (BSS),
which underpin commercial activities and handle cus-
tomer-facing interactions. Ericsson Charging is a scal-
able, flexible solution with a strong user-experience
focus and future-proof product roadmap, enabling
real-time convergent charging, policy control, decou-
pling and supporting rapid time to revenue in the mar-
ket. The solution for Ooredoo Kuwait will ultimately
let them control credit while letting users control their
costs through flexible packaging, bonuses, and dis-
counts. 

Ooredoo Kuwait selects Ericsson Charging 
to improve customer digital experience

Platform will support 5G architecture and interfaces

Essa Haider and Kevin Murphy

UK economy 
strengthens 
recovery 
LONDON: Britain’s economy gathered pace in April
as the government eased its coronavirus lockdown,
official data showed Friday, with finance minister Rishi
Sunak cautiously welcoming the 2.3-percent growth
figure as the Delta variant spreads. It was the fastest
monthly output for UK gross domestic product since
July last year “as government restrictions affecting
economic activity continued to ease”, the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) said in a statement. Britain’s
economy had contracted 1.5 percent overall in the first
quarter, although had already begun to bounce back
strongly in March with GDP of 2.1 percent.

The UK’s overall output for April remains 3.7 per-
cent below pre-pandemic levels seen in February last
year. “Overall, the economic recovery stepped up
another gear in April and GDP is on track to return to
its February level before the end of the year,” noted
Thomas Pugh, UK economist at Capital Economics
research group. “If anything, the economy could regain
its pre-crisis level even sooner.”

April’s growth was driven by the service sector,
which jumped 3.4 percent as consumers once again
started to visit non-essential physical stores, restau-
rants and bars and as more children returned to onsite
lessons, the ONS said. Output in the production sector
however dropped 1.3 percent during the same month,
recording the first fall since January. And construction
contracted 2.0 percent following a strong March.

Since May, the government has further eased
restrictions, with people now allowed to eat and drink
inside restaurants and bars, having initially been able
to sit only outside.

‘Promising sign’ 
“Today’s figures are a promising sign that our

economy is beginning to recover,” said Chancellor of
the Exchequer Sunak. His cautious response comes
amid mounting concerns over whether the emergence
of the Delta variant of the coronavirus threatens the

UK government’s provisional June 21 deadline for fur-
ther lifting virus restrictions.

The Delta variant, which first emerged in India, is
now the dominant strain in the UK, according to Public
Health England figures. And the UK government on
Friday said it is 60 percent more transmissible in
households than the variant that forced the country to
lock down in January.

Britain on Thursday said G7 leaders will agree to
expand global COVID vaccine manufacturing to pro-
vide at least one billion doses to the world through
sharing and financing schemes. The UK, which is host-
ing the big powers’ gathering in southwest England,
added it would donate at least 100 million surplus dos-
es within the next year, including five million beginning
in the coming weeks. The announcement came after
the United States said it would donate 500 million jabs
to 92 poor and lower-middle-income nations.

Exports drop 
Separate data Friday showed UK exports fell 0.6

percent in April after two months of growth, with
drops in exports to non-EU countries offsetting
increases to nations within the bloc, the ONS said.
While exports to the EU rose 2.3 percent month-on-
month, they remained 9.0-percent below 2019’s aver-
age level, or ahead of Britain’s formal exit from the
European Union at the start of this year, according to
Samuel Tombs, chief UK economist at Pantheon
Macroeconomics. 

“That is a disappointing performance, given the
boom in global trade flows. UK exporters have lost
market share,” he added. Goods imported to the UK
meanwhile grew 3.9 percent in April.

The trade data was published as Britain hit back at
French President Emmanuel Macron’s uncompromising
stance on Brexit, in a simmering row over new trading
arrangements for Northern Ireland. Macron on
Thursday warned London that it was “not serious” to
review agreements signed last December, just weeks
before the UK left the European single market and
customs union. But Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
insisted that Brussels should be more flexible in its
approach to Northern Ireland, which shares the UK’s
only land border with the EU. Under the so-called
Northern Ireland protocol, checks are required on
some goods heading to the British province from
mainland Britain-England, Scotland and Wales. — AFP 

LONDON: European Commission vice president Maros Sefcovic (left) leaves Europe House, the headquarters of the EU del-
egation in the UK in London yesterday. —  AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: Sen Susan Collins arrives to a luncheon with Senate Republicans in the Russell Senate Office Building
Friday in Washington, DC. — AFP

EU urges UK to 
uphold Brexit deal 
but Johnson defiant
CARBIS BAY, United Kingdom: European leaders
yesterday delivered an ultimatum to UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson to keep his word on Brexit to
resolve a row over new trade arrangements in
Northern Ireland. But Johnson defiantly restated his
calls for Brussels to compromise, urging a more prag-
matic approach after talks between the two sides
broke down earlier this week.

The UK and the European Union signed a last-gasp
trade deal in December last year, just weeks before the
former’s departure from the European single market
and customs union.

A separate agreement-the Northern Ireland proto-
col-was also signed to govern trade in the UK
province, which shares the country’s only land border
with the bloc. But London has so far failed to imple-
ment full checks on goods heading into Northern
Ireland from mainland Britain-England, Scotland and
Wales. And it has indicated that it will extend a grace
period on the delivery of British chilled meat products
at the end of this month, prompting EU threats of
retaliatory measures.

The row-and the spectre of what the UK press has
dubbed a “sausage war”-has dogged the showpiece
G7 summit in southwest England.

Johnson yesterday morning held talks with French
President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor
Angela Merkel and the heads of the European
Commission and the European Council.

All told him directly to abide by the terms of the
divorce deal he signed to take the UK out of the
European Union after nearly 50 years of membership.
“Both sides must implement what we agreed on,” said
European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen
and European Council chief Charles Michel.

“There is complete EU unity on this.” 
A source in Macron’s office said he explained to

Johnson in no uncertain terms that the UK should
“keep its word”, effectively dismissing UK calls for
flexibility. But Downing Street said Johnson had told
the leaders he would not change tack. 

Double down 
“The prime minister expressed confidence in the

UK’s position in the Northern Ireland protocol,” a
statement said after his meeting with Macron. “He
made clear his desire for pragmatism and compromise
on all sides.” With Merkel, he said there was a need “to
maintain both the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the UK”.

And with von der Leyen and Michel, he told them
the UK was “committed to finding practical solutions”
to the solve the dispute.The protocol is designed to
prevent unchecked goods going into the European
single market and customs union via Northern
Ireland’s neighbor, EU member state Ireland.

But pro-British unionist communities in Northern
Ireland are opposed, arguing that checks drive a
wedge between the province and the rest of the UK.

The checks were suspended after threats to port
staff and blamed for some of the worst violence in
years in Northern Ireland. The protocol has also cost
Northern Ireland’s First Minister Arlene Foster her job,
and seen her successor pledged a tougher line on
opposing it.

The Times this week reported that President Joe
Biden had ordered US diplomats to rebuke London for

its stance, which it said threatened the peace in the UK
province. Bill Clinton’s administration was a key player
in securing a landmark 1998 Good Friday Agreement
that ended three decades of violence over British rule
in Northern Ireland. Biden-a proud Irish-American
with distant relatives still in Ireland-has taken a keen
interest, with warnings it could threaten a hoped-for
UK-US trade deal.

Macron has also blasted the UK and said it was
“not serious” in wanting to backtrack on its commit-
ments. Nothing is renegotiable. Everything is applica-
ble,” he said. Johnson played down any rift after talks
with Biden on Thursday, insisting the US president did
not sound the alarm over the issue. He said there was
“absolutely common ground” on all sides in upholding
the Good Friday Agreement. — AFP

Biden, Congress 
face infrastructure 
uncertainty
WASHINGTON: A months-long negotiation on
infrastructure between the White House and US law-
makers is coming to a head, with President Joe Biden
desperate to woo Republicans while also keeping cen-
trists and climate-concerned progressives in his party
on board. Ten moderate senators-five Democrats and
five Republicans-announced a tentative agreement
Thursday aimed at improving and expanding the
nation’s crumbling roads, bridges, ports, pipes, tracks
and broadband internet.  In a joint statement they said
they were “optimistic” that the plan-which they
stressed would not raise tax rates-could garner broad
support from both parties and make it to the presi-
dent’s desk. There is growing urgency to reach a final
deal in the coming weeks, as a crowded congressional
calendar is on the horizon. But with all sides acutely
aware of the time crunch, liberal Democrats voiced
their displeasure Friday at what has been left out of
the bipartisan framework-and signalled it might
already be dead in the water. “NO way that I’m sup-
porting an infrastructure package that doesn’t invest in
fighting the climate crisis,” tweeted congresswoman
Pramila Jayapal, who chairs the Congressional
Progressive Caucus. “Who’s with me?”

“We cannot allow climate denial to masquerade as
bipartisanship,” added Senator Ed Markey after the

moderates announced an agreement. “No climate, no
deal.” Biden’s initial $2.3 trillion American Jobs Plan
was a mammoth proposal aimed at rebuilding the
nation’s crumbling infrastructure. But it also sought to
raise wages for home care workers, improve child care
facilities, expand affordable housing and access to
social welfare Medicaid services and, most notably,
reduce the impacts of climate change.

Republicans balked at the plan’s price tag, and
stressed that elements unrelated to traditional infra-
structure be kept out. Earlier talks between Biden and
Republican senators collapsed this week.

And while the latest bipartisan plan-reported at
$1.2 trillion over eight years, with $579 billion of it
being new spending-raised hopes, it quickly became
clear how big the hurdles are.

‘It’s a hustle’ 
“Dems are burning precious time & impact negoti-

ating w/GOP,” House Democrat Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez tweeted on Wednesday.  But top Republican
Mitch McConnell’s plan “is to run out the clock,” she
added. “It’s a hustle. We need to move now.”

The popular lawmaker’s message to the White
House was clear: stop waiting for a unicorn deal to
emerge with Republicans, and craft a bill that incor-
porates Democrats’ priorities including addressing
climate change. There is quicksand in both chambers
of Congress, however. “We’re trying to get an out-
come on infrastructure. Something that is popular on
both sides of the aisle,” McConnell told Fox News on
Thursday. “All we’re insisting on is that the infrastruc-
ture bill be about infrastructure and not a whole lot of
other things and that it be credibly paid for,” he
added.  —AFP

Italy CB sharply 
raises 2021 
growth forecast
ROME: Italy’s economy will grow more than
previously expected this year, buoyed by EU-
supported investment, the central bank said
Friday. The Bank of Italy said it expected gross
domestic product (GDP) to rise by 4.4 percent,
but warned its forecast did not take into account
favorable economic data from last week.

Factoring in projections released by national
statistics agency Istat on June 4, the estimate
should be revised upwards by “more than half a
percentage point”, a statement said.  For 2022
and 2023, the bank predicted growth of 4.5 per-
cent and 2.3 percent, respectively. 

Friday’s data was markedly more optimistic
compared to January, when GDP was expected
to expand by 3.5 percent in 2021, 3.8 percent in
2022 and 2.3 percent in 2023. The recovery “is
driven above all by investment” helped by grow-
ing confidence in the economy, low interest rates,
and the expected windfall of billions of euros
from the European Union, the central bank said.

Italy was the first European nation to be hit
by the Covid-19 pandemic and its economy con-
tracted by a staggering 8.9 percent last year.
However, the economic outlook has recently
turned sunnier, and the country is set to receive
nearly 200 billion euros ($242 billion) from the
EU’s massive post-pandemic recovery fund. The
money, covering the 2021-2026 period, is
expected to be disbursed in instalments starting
in the second half of the year.  

The Bank of Italy said its forecast depended
on continued progress with vaccinations, allow-
ing the lifting of “most” coronavirus restrictions
by the end of the year.

It also said its calculations banked on contin-
ued fiscal and monetary stimulus for the econo-
my, and on “no significant delays” in recovery
projects backed by national and EU funds.

Last week, Prime Minister Mario Draghi said
Italy was “yearning to restart” and “facing a new
phase” after “very tough” pandemic months.  In
one of several signs of growing optimism for the
eurozone’s third-largest economy, industrial pro-
duction returned to pre-COVID levels in April,
Istat data showed Thursday.  —  AFP


