
studios and a meeting between VO’s team and
the US Embassy’s Commercial Officer, Deputy
Counse lor  for  Economic  Af fa i rs , and s ta f f
members.

“The idea of VO came in light of our strong
belief that Kuwait possesses so many hidden tal-
ents and gifts that need to be unleashed and giv-
en the opportunity to grow. Kuwait is more than
capable of positioning itself globally and diversi-
fying its economy through its younger genera-
tions. Our country’s resources are way beyond oil
and gas. Kuwaiti youth are capable, they are full
of talents, and can support the renaissance of
Kuwait,” stated Sheikha Ohoud Al-Sabah.

During their meeting, the US Ambassador
praised the efforts of VO and the potential of
Kuwaiti youth and stated: “We’re excited to hear
about VO Studio’s new model of inspiring young
people and supporting them through the journey
of their  own creativity,”  said Ambassador
Romanowski. “It’s important for countries to cre-
ate conditions where entrepreneurship and inno-
vation are possible. This is where the creative
industries can play a key role,” she added.

“As a global leader in innovation and entrepre-
neurship, the United States is working to help
Kuwait harness its greatest resource - its youth -
to meet Kuwait’s objectives under Vision 2035.
The US Department of State offers many initia-
tives and exchange programs that can support
Kuwait’s creative capital. Programs like American
Film Showcase and Arts Envoy bring US and
Kuwaiti artists, filmmakers, and musicians togeth-
er for collaborations and trainings that help
Kuwait’s youth build their skills and gain interna-
t ional  exposure for their  work,” the US
Ambassador said.

Discussing the potential opportunities of col-
laboration between VO and the US Embassy in
Kuwait, the CEO of VO, Ms Riham Al Ayyar,
explained that VO is unlike any other youth plat-
form. VO is building an upcoming generation that
is equipped to go beyond borders and challenge
all the constraints of Kuwait’s development. “Our
goal is to open a gateway of opportunities for

Kuwaiti youth through collaborations with local
and international entities so we can start export-
ing our talents to the global market,” stressed Ms
Al Ayyar.

VO, the integrated youth platform and Kuwait’s
first talent incubator, was founded in July 2020 as
a result  of  a fruitful  col laboration between
Sheikha Ohoud Al-Sabah and Riham Al Ayyar
aiming to empower local talents and position
them in the global market. The platform has
already broken the record in supporting multiple
Kuwaiti talents, including the production of a
song bringing Kuwait talents and prominent
celebrities, called ‘BRAVO’, that crossed above 13
million views on YouTube in a week.

VO provides an academic program for Kuwaiti
youth to identify and nurture their talents, an all-
inclusive creative hub to empower and express
their ideas, and a ‘smart’ app to promote their
creative productions on a seamless, high-tech and
efficient digital platform.
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KUWAIT: Boats docked on the Souq Sharq marina in this file photo. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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News in brief

Kuwait’s FM congratulates 
UAE on UNSC seat

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh
Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
on Friday conveyed to his UAE counterpart
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed the political leader-
ship’s utmost congratulations on the UN
Security Council 2022-2023 non-permanent
seat. During a telephone call, Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Nasser, who doubles as Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs, voiced the State of
Kuwait’s full support to the UAE in champi-
oning its endeavors to preserving international
peace and security. The UAE garnered 179 out
of the total 193 votes. —KUNA

Amir congratulates 
Philippines on nat’l day

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yester-
day sent a cable of congratulations to the
President  of  the Phi l ippines Rodrigo
Duterte on his country’s national day. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also sent similar
cables. —KUNA

KUWAIT: In the presence of Her Excellency
Sheikha Ohoud Salem Al Ali Al-Sabah, Chairman
of VO, Alina L. Romanowski, US Ambassador to
Kuwait, and Ms Riham Al Ayyar, CEO of VO, the
first Kuwait-based integrated youth platform for
incubating young talents, has softly launched its
al l-inclusive, ful ly equipped, and high-tech
Creative Hub. The studios will officially be inaugu-
rated to welcome Kuwaiti talents on 20 June, 2021.

The US Ambassador’s visit to VO’s Creative
Hub included an exclusive tour of the hub’s

VO Creative Hub to welcome Kuwaiti talents

KUWAIT:  In ter ior  Min is t ry  Re lat ions  and
Security Information Department said criminal
detectives and financial crimes department, in
cooperation with Ministry of Commerce and
Industry busted an Asian gang specialized in
forging the Ministry of Commerce gold seal.

Investigations revealed the involvement of

several gold shops selling gold works that carry
forged  sea l s . The  Min is t ry  o f  Commerce
inspectors went to the shops and found large
quantities of the works carrying forged seals.
Those involved in the forgery were arrested
and sent to the public prosecution for further
action.

Ministry of Commerce raids gold shops

KUWAIT: Sheikha Ohoud Salem Al Ali Al-Sabah, Alina L.
Romanowski, US Ambassador and Riham Al Ayyar seen
during the launch of Creative Hub.

KUWAIT: Large quantities of gold confiscated during the raid. —MOI photos


