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KUWAIT: India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar chairs a conference of Indian ambassadors in the Gulf region and Iran in Kuwait
on Thursday.

KUWAIT: Sheikh Ahmed Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah and S Jaishankar
jointly launch the year-long joint celebrations of the 60th anniversary of
India-Kuwait Diplomatic relations.

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) signed between
Kuwait and India Thursday is an impor-
tant step as it would help streamline
and strengthen the position of Indian
domestic workers in Kuwait and bring
them within the ambit of a legal frame-
work, India’s External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said Friday.  

Kuwait and India signed an MoU on
recruitment of Indian domestic workers
in Kuwait. During his three-day visit,
the minister called on HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and held talks with
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Ahmed Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-
Sabah and Minister of Commerce and
Industry Abdullah Issa Al-Salman.
Jaishankar also chaired a conference of
Indian ambassadors in the Gulf region
in Kuwait Thursday and virtually
addressed the Indian community Friday
evening before wrapping up his visit to
the country.

In an interview with Kuwait Times,
the visiting Indian minister touched
upon various topics, ranging from the
dynamic Kuwait-India relations to mat-
ters related to the Indian diaspora. “The
connect between India and Kuwait is
millennia old. A few centuries ago, our
forefathers were travelling between our
shores and trading with each other.
They had vibrant exchanges and as a
result they got to know each other’s
cultures, languages, values, arts and
much more. They have built this rela-
tionship on mutual trust and respect,”
Jaishankar said. 

He said the role played by the lead-
ership of the two countries in building
the strong relationship is also of para-

mount importance. “The former Amir,
HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, was amongst those leaders
whose personal contributions to the
strengthening of this relationship are
immense. With his demise, the State of
Kuwait lost a great statesman, India
lost a great friend and the Indian com-
munity in Kuwait lost a caring leader. It
is not for no reason that he was
bestowed the award of Global
Humanitarian Leader by the United
Nations. He took special care of the
Indian community in Kuwait and we in
India are grateful for that warmth and
affection. The gesture of declaring
national mourning upon his death was
just a token of our gratitude towards a
great leader,” Jaishankar stated.

First visit
“This is my first visit to this beautiful

and friendly country of Kuwait. I have
been received with so much warmth
and affection - I am touched and hon-
ored. I had excellent official engage-
ments yesterday with the leadership of
the country. I have had a number of
interactions with my counterpart and
dear friend Sheikh Dr Ahmed Nasser
Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the State of Kuwait.
We have always had open and friendly
conversations. Although his visit to
India was a short one, we made signifi-
cant progress in strengthening our
bilateral relations,” the minister said. 

The ministers announced upgrada-
tion of the joint ministerial commission
to the level of foreign ministers follow-
ing their talks on Thursday, making a
quantum leap in the countries’ bilateral
engagement. “We have also agreed to
set up new joint working groups across
various fields. An MoU for cooperation

on the recruitment of domestic workers
was also signed. There is excitement,
enthusiasm and more importantly opti-
mism on both sides to take our partner-
ships to newer heights,” Jaishankar
pointed out. He said India greatly val-
ues the role being played by Kuwait in
contributing to the stability of the
region. 

Fighting the pandemic
During the second wave of peak

infections, Kuwait offered an uninter-
rupted supply of medical oxygen to
India. There was excellent cooperation
at the executive level as well, which saw
smooth operationalization of a sea-air
bridge between the two countries. “I
am truly grateful to Kuwait for this spe-
cial gesture. Kuwait has provided more
than 500 metric tons of medical oxy-
gen to India. The country has been very
prompt and efficient in that. It is actual-
ly a proof that international partner-
ships and cooperation are not just
phrases, but they make a difference in
opening new vistas of cooperation,”
Jaishankar said.  In April 2020, India
had sent a 15-member rapid response
medical team to Kuwait to assist the
country in jointly fighting this pandem-
ic. “India and Kuwait stood true to their
historical, close partnership. We will
continue to work closely with our part-
ner Kuwait in this joint fight against the
pandemic,” he added. 

Jaishankar said the Gulf region is
India’s extended neighborhood. “The
region, and its peace and stability, will
continue to remain crucial for the
progress and the development of our
country. We have shared views on
many of the global issues, be it our
commitment to reform the world order
to reflect the realities of the 21st centu-

ry and our keenness to work together
to address contemporary challenges
such as the COVID-19 pandemic, cli-
mate change, sustainable development
and terrorism,” he affirmed.

Significantly, the Indian foreign min-
ister chaired a meeting of Indian
ambassadors in the region in Kuwait on
Thursday. The Indian ambassadors to
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Bahrain and Iran arrived in
Kuwait to attend the conference.

Diaspora matters
“People-to-people relations form

the core of the bilateral relations
between our two countries. There are
close to a million Indian nationals
working and living here peacefully,”
Jaishankar said. “Nonetheless, given the
size of the community, there are bound
to be some issues or matters concern-
ing the Indian diaspora that featured in
our bilateral talks. I am pleased to say
that we have made progress on these
issues.” He said the Indian community
in many ways defines India abroad,
adding he is confident that the Indian
community will continue to be an effec-
tive bridge between India and Kuwait
as the bilateral relationship expands.

Jaishankar said India is already one
of the fastest growing major economies
in the world and one of the most pre-
ferred destinations for global capital.
“We are at an inflection point of eco-
nomic growth. We have set ourselves a
target of a GDP of $5 trillion. In this
context, my message to Kuwaiti
investors is simple. Invest for a shared
future in one of the most enterprising
societies in the world. Invest in our
growth story and our strong funda-
mentals and watch your capital grow,”
he concluded. 

MoU major step to help Indian 
domestic workers: Jaishankar

India FM chairs conference of regional Indian ambassadors in Kuwait

Message of Ambassador of the Republic of the
Philippines to Kuwait on Philippine

Independence Day 2021

Iwish to express
my warmest
greetings to the

2 2 0 , 0 0 0 - s t r o n g
Filipino community
in Kuwait  on the
123rd anniversary of
the Proclamation of
Phi l ippine Indep-
endence. It has been
123 years s ince
General  Emil io
Aguinaldo declared
independence from
Spain, paving the
way for the estab-
l ishment of  Asia’s
first republic.

While we take
stock of the freedoms that we now cherish, this
day also reminds us of our continuing struggle
to be free from the Coronavirus disease. It is
through bayanihan, the collective will  and
action of the Filipino people, that today’s cele-
bration carries the theme: “Kalayaan 2021:
Spir i t  of  Freedom in Unity and National
Healing.”

I take this opportunity to express my sin-
cere and profound appreciation to His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, and the Government of the State of
Kuwait for their continuous hospitality extend-
ed to almost a quarter of a million overseas
Filipinos who have made Kuwait their second
home, especially during the pandemic.

In April 2020, the Philippines became the
first country that benefited from the Kuwaiti
government’s amnesty program for undocu-
mented residents, bringing home more than
2,200 Filipinos. In December 2020, when the
Kuwaiti government rolled out its COVID-19
vaccination program, among the first who
received their shots are Filipino frontliners.

Since the opening of diplomatic ties in 1979,
the relations between the Phil ippines and
Kuwait have been cordial and friendly as the
two countries are continuously endeavoring
together in taking significant steps to further
boost and strengthen their diplomatic relations.

The Philippines-Kuwait Agreement on the
Employment of Domestic Workers was signed
in Kuwait in May 2018 to protect the rights and
promote the welfare of Filipino domestic work-
ers. Three years on, we hope to live up to the
noble intentions of this agreement, including
the full implementation of the new Standard
Contract for Domestic Workers.

The fr iendly relat ions between the
Philippines and Kuwait will always remain
strong based on trust, confidence and mutual
cooperation.

I express my faith that the Philippines and
Kuwait, linked by historical and people-to-
people ties, could overcome any issue and
would continue to work together to achieve our
mutual goals and interests.

May the Almighty continue to bless the
Philippines and Kuwait. Mabuhay!

Unity and healing

BB concludes 
‘Second Blood
Donation Campaign’
KUWAIT: In line with its corporate social responsi-
bi l i ty and under the patronage of Al-Ahmadi
Governor Sheikh Fawaz Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Burgan Bank recently concluded the “Second
Ahmadi Governorate Blood Donation Campaign” in
col laboration with the Department of Blood
Transfusion Services at the Ministry of Health.

Held with the aim of raising national awareness of
the importance of donating blood throughout the year
to support the Blood Bank as well as its life-saving
impact, the blood donation campaign was held at the
Headquarters of the Cooperative Blood Transfusion
Center at Al-Adan Hospital under the slogan “A drop
of your blood... a life for others”. The organizers were
keen to apply precautionary measures and take all

necessary preventive actions to ensure everyone’s
safety in light of the current COVID-19 pandemic. 

Manager - Public Relations at Burgan Bank, Ms
Hessa Hussain Al-Najadah said: “As part of our
ongoing social responsibility and commitment to the
health sector in Kuwait, Burgan Bank is proud to
have sponsored and supported the second Ahmadi
Governorate blood donation campaign entitled “A
Drop of Your Blood... a life for others”. We are
thrilled about the success of this campaign, organ-
ized for the second year in a row by Al Ahmadi
Governorate and we are grateful for every effort
made. This year, a large number of donors participat-
ed and contributed to saving the lives of many
patients who are in dire need of blood transfusions,
reflecting their humanitarian and noble acts. Given
the current circumstances and the ongoing COVID-
19 crisis, everyone adhered to the preventive meas-
ures and we have succeeded in preserving a large
amount of blood supply. Burgan Bank will continue
to cultivate a culture of voluntary blood donation
within the community, to become a source of life for
all patients and aid those in need of a drop of blood.

Director of the Technical  Office in Ahmadi
Governorate and the General Supervisor of the cam-
paign, Ibrahim Al-Fodri stated that the campaign cel-
ebrates ‘World Blood Donor Day’ and that the slogan
reflects their ongoing mission to saving many lives
by increasing storage and creating a sustainable
blood supply at the blood bank. “I would like to
thank all of the officials, the civil society and other
volunteers for their hard work and commitment to
continuing to support our humanitarian goal, espe-
cially after the success of the first campaign that was
organized in October 2020.”

Burgan Bank’s support of this initiative falls
under its dynamic full-fledged community program
entitled ‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the change.
This program sheds light on important aspects
affecting every segment of the society by promot-
ing social welfare through educational, cultural and
health driven initiatives. Burgan Bank’s approach to
‘ENGAGE’ begins with a vital principle that as a
leading Kuwaiti financial institution, its conduct and
policies should be aligned with the needs and inter-
ests of the community.

Mohd Noordin
Pendosina Lomondot

KUWAIT:  Kuwait’s Ministry of Interior (MoI) called
on citizens and residents to keep a wary eye on the
currently unstable weather. In a press release yester-
day, the ministry urged citizens and residents to
remain vigilant for their safety and not to hesitate in
seeking help via the MoI emergency number 112, or
Civil Defense number 1804000 for any assistance. It
also advised sea-goers to call the Coast Guard num-
ber 1880888 in case of emergency. —KUNA

MoI warns citizens,
residents of 
unstable weather 


