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KUWAIT:  Kuwait National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem returned home Friday after 
holding talks with President of Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) Duarte Pacheco on Palestine in Geneva. 
Applauding IPU’s condemnation of Jewish’s actions 
and violence in Palestine, Speaker Al-Ghanem 
thanked Pacheco for instructing the IPU’s 

Committee on Middle East Questions to investigate 
the incidents and situation in Palestine. He also wel-
comed Pacheco’s decision to visit Palestine and 
meet officials in Gaza, according to Ad Dustour 
news network.  

The meeting came in response to recommenda-
tions issued by the urgent meeting of the Arab 

Parliament on May 12, to discuss the Jewish escala-
tion in Palestine. “The number of Palestinians killed 
in 51 days, exceeds the number of Jews killed in the 
past 51 years,” Al-Ghanem noted.  

On his part, Pacheco underlined the strong ties 
between IPU and Kuwait’s National Assembly. He 
called on Zionists to abide by the international law 

and the UN resolutions, including the two-state 
solution. He also affirmed refusal to Jewish’s settle-
ment expansion, adding that it is destroying peace 
efforts. Pacheco called on the international commu-
nity to condemn Zionist’s attacks on Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and the excessive use of power against 
Palestinians in Gaza. — KUNA

Speaker hails IPU’s condemnation  
of Zionist colonization policy

KUWAIT: The International Women’s 
Group- Kuwait held an interesting 
and informative virtual meeting on the 
topic of ‘Well-Being’ as their final 
event of 2020-2021. 

Mrs. Ambreen Mustafa, spouse of 
the Ambassador of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, delivered her 
final address as president of IWG and 
welcomed Mrs Cristiana Turchetti 
Baldocci, spouse of the Ambassador 
of Italy, as the incoming IWG presi-
dent for 2021-2022. 

In her address Mrs Mustafa 
thanked Sheikha Hanouf Bader Al 
Muhamad Al-Sabah, spouse to HE 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Honorary 
President of the International 
Women’s Group- Kuwait (IWG), for 
her invaluable guidance and support 
throughout the challenging times 
faced by all during the pandemic. She 
also thanked Sheikha Hanouf for tak-
ing part in her earlier farewell and 
handover ceremony wherein Sheikha 
Hanouf lauded the exceptional cre-
ativity, resilience and hard work of the 
IWG. Mrs Mustafa praised the out-
standing teamwork of the IWG board, 
echoing Sheikha Hanouf’s comments 
that the IWG had emerged stronger 
and was the only organization of its 
kind in Kuwait which had produced, 
without fail, interesting and inspiring 
monthly programs for its members 

throughout the year.  
Acknowledging the importance of 

teamwork, Mrs Mustafa talked about 
the awards ceremony held earlier for 
the friends of the IWG who supported 
the organization throughout the year. 
Her final thanks were for the IWG 
members whose constant encourage-
ment, interest and appreciation gave 
meaning and purpose to the events.  

Mrs Layla Boulos, IWG PR 
Coordinator, acting as master of cere-
monies, then proceeded to introduce 
the virtual program on ‘Well-Being’. 
Presented live from The Netherlands 
by Mrs Xandra Spijker, Life Coach 
and Mindful Analyst and former IWG 
board member. 

Very familiar with life in Kuwait, 
having just recently returned to The 
Netherlands after many years, Mrs 
Spijker covered topics on nutrition, 
physical activity, stress, energy and 
happiness; highlighting daily simple 
changes that can be made for a 
healthier life.  Closing her informative 
presentation by reminding members 
to be kind to themselves and to use 
their day wisely, saying that 
‘Happiness’ is not a goal to be 
reached only at the ‘end of the hori-
zon’, but rather in ‘the everyday small 
things’ that create fulfillment in life.  

An interactive and highly enjoyable 
question and answer segment was fol-

lowed by a short quiz and prizes.  To 
the further delight of members, Ms 
Noura Fawzi Al Nadji, fitness instruc-
tor and personal trainer, also present-
ed a segment of daily toning and 
stretching exercises to complete the 
‘Well-Being’ segment.  

In keeping with the theme of the 
program, the IWG board members 
had together compiled a short seg-
ment on ‘Happiness’ and each includ-
ed a picture with a caption of what 
happiness means to them. The pro-
ceedings concluded with well-wishes 
to all for a safe, healthy and happy 
summer break and the commitment to 
coming back in September to yet 
another productive, informative and 
enjoyable IWG membership year.

IWG holds informative  
virtual meeting on the  
topic of ‘Well-Being’

Firemen fight fire in Jleeb

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force said six fire centers participated in 
fighting a fire in five traditional houses in Jleeb yesterday morning. 
It added the houses were used for occupational, industrial and 

storage purposes despite their residential status. Firemen faced 
various difficulties including lack of organization of the area and 
wind speed. The fire was put out and no injuries were reported. 
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Riyadh is accelerating a nationwide vaccination 

drive as it moves to revive tourism and host sports 
and entertainment events, pandemic-hit sectors 
that are a bedrock of the “Vision 2030” program to 
diversify its oil-reliant economy. It has approved 
the Pfizer/BioNTech, Moderna, Johnson & Johnson 
and AstraZeneca vaccines. 

In May, only inoculated or immunized citizens 
were allowed to travel abroad, after the kingdom 
lifted a ban on overseas trips introduced at the 
start of the pandemic. The kingdom has also said 
that from Aug 1, vaccinations would be mandatory 
to enter government and private establishments, 
including education institutions and entertainment 
venues, as well as to use public transport. 

In a relaxation of coronavirus curbs last 
October, Saudi Arabia opened the Grand Mosque 
for prayers for the first time in seven months and 
partially resumed the all-year-round umrah pil-
grimage. The limit on umrah pilgrims is 20,000 a 
day, with a total of 60,000 worshippers allowed to 
perform daily prayers at the mosque. — AFP 

Haj allowed for 
60K vaccinated...
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“It has been designed so people can do it at 

home. So the contents of the kit are simple, the way 
to dispose of it is simple, the way to perform it is 
simple,” said Shrikant Pawar, Head of Serology & 
Microbiome at Mylab. 

At the firm’s factory in the hillside resort town of 
Lonavla in western India, masked and gloved work-

ers ran detailed quality checks on the kit’s compo-
nents before shipping them out to pharmacies 
across the country. “Our current production capaci-
ty is 10 million tests in a week”, Pawar told AFP, with 
the kit also sold on Flipkart, a Walmart-backed 
online behemoth. 

“If the market demand goes high, we will be able 
to cater to more tests a week and yes, we are also 
planning to go overseas, so it will be available in 
international markets as well.” But with the kit only 
accessible to smartphone users, its impact may be 
limited, especially as the pandemic makes deeper 
forays into rural India, where mobile networks are 
weak and Internet penetration remains low. — AFP  

India’s first  
COVID home...
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Promising to “collectively catalyze” hundreds of bil-

lions of infrastructure investment for low- and middle-
income countries, the G7 leaders said they would offer a 
“values-driven, high-standard and transparent” partner-
ship. Their “Build Back Better World” (B3W) project is 
aimed squarely at competing with China’s trillion-dollar 
Belt and Road infrastructure initiative, which has been 
widely criticized for saddling small countries with unman-
ageable debt but has included even G7 member Italy 
since launching in 2013.  

“This is not just about confronting or taking on 
China,” a senior US official said. “This is about providing 
an affirmative, positive alternative vision for the world.” 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, whose nation has 
huge investments in China, called it an “important initia-
tive” that was much-needed in infrastructure-poor Africa. 
“We can’t sit back and say that China will do it but it’s the 
G7’s ambition to have a positive agenda for a number of 
countries in the world which are still lagging behind... I 
welcome it,” she said. 

Britain meanwhile hailed G7 agreement on the “Carbis 
Bay Declaration” - a series of commitments to curb 
future pandemics after COVID-19 wrecked economies 
and claimed millions of lives around the world. The collec-

tive steps include slashing the time taken to develop and 
license vaccines, treatments and diagnostics for any 
future disease to under 100 days, while reinforcing global 
surveillance networks. The G7 - Britain, Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States - will formally 
publish the pact today, alongside its final summit commu-
nique containing further details on the B3W. 

 “The #CarbisBayDeclaration marks a proud and 
historic moment for us all,” British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said on Twitter. “Under this agreement, the 
world’s leading democracies will commit to preventing a 
global pandemic from ever happening again, ensuring 
the devastation caused by COVID-19 is never repeat-
ed,” he said.  

World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, criticized in some quarters for being too 
accommodating towards China where the coronavirus 
originated, welcomed the health pact. And he said the UN 
agency would examine a British proposal to create a 
“Global Pandemic Radar” to send early warnings of 
future outbreaks. However, aid charity Oxfam said the 
declaration “does nothing to address the fundamental 
problems that are preventing vaccines being accessible 
to the vast majority of humanity”.  

The G7 leaders are expected to pledge to donate 
one billion vaccine doses to poor countries this year 
and next - although campaigners say the rollout is 
much too slow to end the crisis sooner. The leaders are 
also set to issue new commitments on climate change, 
including financial aid for the developing world, in the 
buildup to the UN’s COP26 environmental summit in 
Scotland in November. — AFP 

G7 takes on China  
and plan to battle...


