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 News in brief
No ‘Delta’ cases in Kuwait  
 
KUWAIT: There are no proven cases in Kuwait 
so far of the Delta coronavirus variant, previ-
ously known as the Indian variant, the health 
ministry underlined yesterday. The announce-
ment is based on the health ministry’s findings 
after an ongoing in-depth laboratory review, 
according to a ministry statement. An announce-
ment will be made in the event of the presence 
of any new variants, it added. — KUNA  

1,437 new cases, 4 deaths 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait said 1,437 people tested 
positive for COVID-19 with four related deaths 
yesterday, taking total cases to 326,451 and 
deaths to 1,817. Another 1,317 people recovered 
from the virus, taking total recoveries to 
308,829. The number of people hospitalized 
with the virus currently stands at 15,805, with 
161 of them in intensive care units. Some 10,067 
swab tests were conducted over the past day, 
taking total tests to 2,741,423. Kuwait reported 
1,657 new COVID cases and three deaths on 
Friday, and 1,709 cases and four deaths on 
Thursday. — KUNA 

MoH: Glucophage is safe  
 
KUWAIT: The health ministry maintains that 
the drug used to treat type two diabetes - under 
the brand name Glucophage - is safe. The min-
istry has not issued any decision to pull the 
medication off the shelves, and it continues to be 
available at pharmacies, clinics and hospitals, it 
added in a statement.  — KUNA 

Gold seal forgers arrested 
 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry said criminal 
detectives and the financial crimes department, 
in cooperation with the ministry of commerce 
and industry, busted an Asian gang that forged 
the commerce ministry’s gold seal. 
Investigations revealed the involvement of sev-
eral gold shops selling gold pieces with forged 
seals. (See Page 4)

No salary since February for  
hundreds working in Kuwait

Contracting company employees deployed to public bodies struggling to survive
By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: Hundreds of security guards, porters 
and cleaners working at public institutions haven’t 
received their salaries since February. All of these 
employees work in the public sector but are 
employed by a private company that has a contract 
with these public institutions and is in charge of 
paying their salaries.   

“I haven’t received my salary for the past three 
months and am surviving on charity. Also, my family 
back in Egypt is suffering as I couldn’t send them 
money all these months and they depend on me. I 
didn’t file a case against the employer at the shuoon 

(labor department) as I’m afraid that I may be 
deported,” a security guard working at a location of 
the Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish 
Resources told Kuwait Times. 

The security guard, who preferred to remain 
anonymous, said he has been working in Kuwait for 
the past 16 years. “I’m working with the same com-
pany since I came to Kuwait. They were paying 
properly, but during the last two years, they began 
delaying the payment of our salaries, but were still 
paying. But since February they stopped paying,” 
he explained. Around 300 guards, porters and 
cleaners working for the company at PAAAFR have 
not received their salaries since February.  

Another employee from Bangladesh who serves 
tea and coffee at a Jahra municipal office and 
employed by the same company said he hasn’t 
received his salary since March. “Although I haven’t 
received my salary for the past two months, I am 
surviving as I have a part-time job. But I wasn’t able 
to send money to my family back home,” he said. 

According to the employee, who asked to remain 
anonymous for fear of reprisal or deportation, around 
100 employees working at the Jahra municipal office 
haven’t been paid since March. “These employees are 
employed by the same company and work as porters, 
office boys and security guards. They are mostly from 
Bangladesh, India and Egypt, with salaries of between 

KD 150 to KD 200,” he explained. 
In April, a social media post by a group of securi-

ty guards who work at the ministry of education 
went viral in Kuwait. In the post, the men com-
plained that they had not received their salaries for 
the past five months. The Public Authority for 
Manpower (PAM) followed up the case and their 
employer had to pay their salaries within a few days. 

But that outcome is rare. More often, those who 
publicly complain of unpaid salaries are fired or 
deported or have their visas canceled by their employ-
ers. Failure by employers to pay wages for months at a 
time is a common problem in Kuwait, especially 
among companies contracted with the government. 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia announced yesterday it will 
allow 60,000 residents vaccinated against COVID 
to perform this year’s hajj, but Muslims from 
abroad will be barred for a second straight year. 
The hajj - a must for able-bodied Muslims at least 
once in their lives - typically packs millions of pil-
grims into congested religious sites and could be a 
major source of contagion amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

This year it would be “open for nationals and 
residents of the kingdom, limited to 60,000 pil-
grims”, the hajj ministry said, quoted by the official 
Saudi Press Agency. The pilgrimage, scheduled to 
be held in July, would be limited to those who have 
been vaccinated and are aged 18-65 with no chron-
ic illnesses, it said. Only up to 10,000 Muslims took 

part in the hajj in July last year, a far cry from the 
2.5 million who participated in the five-day annual 
pilgrimage in 2019 before the pandemic. 

“In light of what the whole world is witnessing 
with the coronavirus pandemic... and the emer-
gence of new variants, the relevant authorities have 
continued to monitor the global health situation,” 
the health ministry said. “Considering the large 
crowds that perform hajj, spending long periods of 
time in multiple and specific places... requires the 
highest levels of health precautions.” 

Saudi Arabia said those wishing to perform the 
hajj would have to apply online, without specifying 
how many foreign residents would be among the 
60,000 pilgrims. In 2020, foreigners were 70 per-
cent of the pilgrims, while Saudis made up the rest. 
The kingdom said later that it had informed other 
countries of the decision not to allow pilgrims from 
abroad.“There was great understanding,” its 
deputy hajj minister, Abdulfattah bin Sulaiman 
Mashat, told a news conference. “Arrangements for 
this were based on the kingdom’s keenness on the 
pilgrims’ health and the safety of their countries.” 

Continued on Page 2 

RIYADH: Saudi Deputy Minister of Hajj and Umrah 
Abdulfattah Mashat speaks at a press conference 
yesterday. —AFP 

CARBIS BAY: (From left) Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, President of the European Council Charles 
Michel, US President Joe Biden, Japan’s Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, Britain’s Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, Italy’s Prime ؤinister Mario Draghi, France’s President Emmanuel Macron, President of the European 
Commission Ursula von der Leyen and Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel pose for a family photo at the 
start of the G7 summit on Friday. — AFP 

Haj allowed for 60K  
vaccinated residents,  
foreigners barred

CARBIS BAY, United Kingdom: The G7 yesterday 
unveiled US-led plans to counter China in infrastruc-
ture funding for poorer nations, and a new accord to 
battle future pandemics, as the elite group advertised 
Western unity at its first in-person summit since 2019. 
President Joe Biden is touting a message of revived 
US leadership on his first foreign tour, declaring 
“America is back” after the tumultuous administration 
of Donald Trump. 

“We’re on the same page,” Biden told reporters 
as he met French President Emmanuel Macron on 
the summit sidelines, pushing to rally the West 
against a resurgent China and recalcitrant Russia. 
Asked if other G7 leaders agreed with him about a 
US diplomatic renaissance, Biden pointed to 
Macron, who replied: “Definitely.” 

Continueي on Page 2 

G7 takes on China  
and plan to battle  
new pandemics

LONAVLA, India: Dr Shrikant Pawar, Head - Serology 
and Microbiome, displays a pack of CoviSelf on June 
10, 2021. — AFP 

LONAVLA, India: Indian start-
up Mylab Discovery Solutions 
hopes that its inexpensive 
COVID-19 home test kit - the 
country’s first - will help the mas-
sive South Asian nation better 
track the pandemic’s spread 

among its 1.3-billion people. 
CoviSelf was launched earlier this 
month and is the first home testing 
kit to be approved in India, which 
is slowly emerging from a brutal 
second wave that overwhelmed its 
hospitals and crematoriums, with 
almost 30 million infected so far 
and over 350,000 dead. 

But many experts suspect that 
the real numbers are much higher, 
blaming insufficient testing and 
inaccurate recording of the cause 
of patient deaths. The start-up, 
which also makes PCR tests to 

detect HIV infections, says that 
widespread access to CoviSelf - 
sold for 250 rupees ($3.40) - 
would reduce pressure on over-
burdened laboratories and 
improve infection tracking. 

The kit uses a nasal swab and 
a QR code to connect to a mobile 
app which reveals results in 15 
minutes, and sends the details to 
the Indian Council for Medical 
Research, the scientific agency 
leading the government’s 
response.  
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India’s first  
COVID home  
test launched


