
Kuwaiti shooters grab
three medals at
Arab shooting tourney
CAIRO: Kuwait’s shooters Nasser Al-Maklad, Abdulrahman Al-
Faihan and Talal Al-Torqi won on Wednesday the gold, silver and
bronze medals respectively in Men’s Trap shooting contest at the
Arab shooting championship hosted by Egypt. In separate state-
ments to the press, the shooters dedicated their medals to His

Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti people. Maklad said he was very happy
for winning this medal, regretting that he did not qualify for the
Tokyo Olympics. Torqi said that it is a great achievement for
Kuwait, which has made several successes in this field. He pointed
to his gold medal he won at the world shooting tourney hosted by
Italy two weeks ago. He stressed that he would do his best in the
next championships mainly Tokyo Olympics to raise Kuwait’s flag.
Meanwhile, Faihan voiced his delight about his silver medal, noting
that he was about to snatch the gold. The game helps players pre-
pare for the next Olympic games, he added. The tourney, which
will run until June 12, features 300 male and female shooters from
16 Arab countries. —KUNA

Salisbury, Krawczyk
win French Open
mixed doubles crown
PARIS: Joe Salisbury became the first Briton to win the French Open
mixed doubles in 39 years yesterday as he and American partner De-
sirae Krawczyk beat Aslan Karatsev and Elena Vesnina 2-6, 6-4, 10-5
in the final. It is a second Grand Slam title for Salisbury, 29, who won
the 2020 Australian Open men’s doubles with Rajeev Ram. The 27-
year-old Krawczyk finished runner-up in last year’s women’s doubles
at Roland Garros with Alexa Guarachi. “They killed us in the first set,
and I think that it was a combination of sort of us getting better, then
they dropped their level a bit,” said Salisbury. “But I think all week we
have just gone into it kind of relaxed, enjoying ourselves and seeing
what happens. We have come out with a Grand Slam title.” —AFP
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PARIS: Desirae Krawczyk of the US (left) and Britain’s Joe Salisbury react after
winning a point against Russia’s Elena Vesnina and Russia’s Aslan Karatsev
during their mixed doubles final tennis match on Day 12 of The Roland Garros
2021 French Open tennis tournament in Paris yesterday. —AFP

PARIS: Novak Djokovic said facing Rafael
Nadal for the 58th time today, with a place in
the French Open final on the line, will be “a
great battle” against his “biggest ever rival”.
Djokovic secured the eagerly-awaited clash
when he reached his 40th Grand Slam semi-
final with a 6-3, 6-2, 6-7 (5/7), 7-5 win over
Italy’s Matteo Berrettini. It will be his 11th ap-
pearance in the last-four in Paris where he was
champion in 2016.

Nadal, the 13-time winner, beat Argentina’s
Diego Schwartzman 6-3, 4-6, 6-4, 6-0 to make
the semi-finals for the 14th time. He will be play-
ing in his 35th Slam semi. “I’ll probably pick Rafa
as the biggest rival I’ve ever had in my career,”
said world number one Djokovic. “The anticipa-
tion for the match against him, any match, any
surface, any occasion, is always different from
any other. Let’s have a great battle.”

Although Djokovic has the edge at 29-28 in
their overall rivalry stretching back 15 years,
Nadal enjoys a 7-1 record in their French Open
meetings and is 19-7 overall on clay. Djokovic’s
last win over the Spanish star on a clay court was
in Rome five years ago. Nadal’s record in Paris
now stands at 105 wins against just two losses.
One of those defeats, however, was at the hands
of Djokovic in 2015.

‘Release of emotions’
With Djokovic’s quarter-final extending be-

yond the national 11pm curfew, play was halted
for around 20 minutes at 3-2 in the fourth set so
that 5,000 fans could be funnelled out of Court
Philippe Chatrier. Djokovic eventually claimed
the match on a third match point in the 12th game
but only after he kicked out at an advertising
board in frustration at missing the first two.

His scream into the humid night air told of
his relief as his bid to win a 19th Grand Slam
and be the first man in more than 50 years to
claim all four majors twice stayed on course.
“It was a release of all the emotions I had kept
inside me,” said Djokovic who hit 44 winners
and saved all three break points he faced
against the Italian. “After all the fans left and
the little break it wasn’t easy to find rhythm. It
was really a very difficult match for me.” He
added: “It was a great battle against a player
who serves well and is powerful. Maybe I
could have finished on the tie break, but I’m
happy to have won.”

Nadal also has a landmark in view in Paris.
If he gets to Sunday’s final and wins, he would
secure a record-setting 21st major, edging
ahead of Roger Federer in the all-time race.
Wednesday’s night session was the 10th and
last at this year’s tournament but was the first
to allow in fans after the 9pm Covid-19 curfew
was pushed back to 11pm.

The previous nine sessions were played in
an empty Court Philippe Chatrier, not a good

look for streaming giant Amazon who had se-
cured the broadcast rights. “I thought the at-
mosphere was Davis Cup like, to be honest,”
said Djokovic. “It was a lot of fans involved,

every single point cheering, screaming. Just
electric atmosphere out there. I’m happy that
I had that experience of playing in front of the
crowd in the night session.” —AFP

Djokovic ready to face ‘biggest
rival’ Nadal for 58th time

PARIS: In this file photo taken on October 11, 2020 Spain’s Rafael Nadal (right) and Serbia’s Novak Djokovic
talk prior to their men’s final tennis match at the Philippe Chatrier court at The Roland Garros 2020 French
Open tennis tournament in Paris. —AFP

Kuwait resumes
sport activities
for all age groups
KUWAIT: Kuwait Olympic Committee announced resumption, as of
yesterday, of all sport activities for all age groups in local clubs and
sport association after a halt for more than 15 months due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. However, sport clubs and associations must comply
with Ministry of Health’s measures to ensure safety of players, the
committee said in a statement. The committee urged the clubs and
association to ensure wellbeing of players of all ages in order to make
sure smooth preparations for the next season.

Meanwhile, Kuwait and Salmiya sport clubs said they were ready
to compete in the 23rd Asian Club League Handball Championship
from June 12 to 21 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. In separate statements
yesterday, the clubs’ officials noted that their teams aim to represent
Kuwait in the final stages of the competition and develop the per-
formance of Kuwaiti handball. Kuwait club’s team played five friendly
matches in the training camp in Serbia, winning four matches, the
club’s handball media coordinator Saad Al-Shimmari said. He added
that the team signed contracts with four professional players for the
tournament. In the meantime, member of the board of Salmiya club
Dr Hussein Al-Khodhari noted that the team prepared for the tour-
nament in a training camp in the Qatari capital, Doha. Clubs from
Saudi, Qatar, Bahrain, Uzbekistan, Iran and Yemen will also take part
in the competition.  —KUNA


