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Tourists ride donkeys and horses as they visit Jordan’s ancient city of Petra after it reopened follow-
ing closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Egyptian vet Hassan Shatta, treating donkeys and horses used by locals to transport visitors in the
Jordanian ancient city of Petra, is pictured.

Jordanian donkey owner Abdulrahman Ali, 15, feeds his animals at the PETA clinic.

camels and mules as well as donkeys-for
tourist rides across the desert site. The eco-
nomic ripple effect of tourism was wide-
spread. “Before the crisis, 80 percent of the
inhabitants of the region depended directly or
indirectly on tourism,” Farajat said.  “With the
pandemic, not only working animal owners
were affected, but also hotels, restaurants,
those with souvenir shops or stores, and hun-
dreds of employees have lost their jobs.”

Many donkey owners are turning to a clin-
ic supported by the animal rights group
PETA, where vets treat maltreated and mal-
nourished donkeys for free. “Before coron-
avirus, my family and I owned seven donkeys
working in Petra,” said Mohammad Al-
Badoul, 23, waiting with four other donkey
owners to fill a sack with animal feed. “We
had to sell them for lack of income. Now we
only have one, and I can barely feed it.”

‘Starving’ 
Egyptian vet Hassan Shatta, an equine

surgery specialist who runs the PETA clinic,

said he launched a donkey-feeding program
late last year. “During the COVID-19 lock-
down, and with the lack of tourism, people
could not afford to feed their animals any-
more,” Shatta said. “Some of them ended up
starving and we picked them up brought
them here,” he added, noting some 250 ani-
mals had been treated, with some 10-15 cas-
es arriving a day.

In the past, PETA had treated animals with
deep cuts from being beaten or abused, but
Farajat, from Petra’s tourism authority, says
the working conditions of the donkeys is now
“not that bad”. But there are plans to replace
some of the traditional donkeys with a new
system of 20 electric cars introduced by the
tourism board next month. The cars will be
“driven by the animal owners,” Farajat said.
Switching to electric cars will, Farajat hopes,
put an end to the criticisms against the mis-
treatment inflicted on animals. — AFP

Egyptian vet Hassan Shatta, an equine surgery specialist who runs
the PETA clinic, treating donkeys and horses used by locals to
transport visitors in the Jordanian ancient city of Petra, is pictured.

Jordanian donkey owner Abdulrahman Ali, 15, waits at the PETA
clinic.

Jordanian locals gather with a donkey in Jordan’s ancient city of Petra.


