
SYDNEY: An Indigenous woman announced
yesterday she will file a complaint with the
United Nations over her son’s death in a Sydney
prison, alleging the Australian government failed
to protect his right to life. Leetona Dungay said
no one had ever been held accountable for the
death of her son, David Dungay, at Long Bay jail
in December 2015 aged 26. She is now taking the
case to the UN Human Rights Committee, saying
she hopes it will spur Australia into taking action
against those responsible for this case and other
Indigenous deaths in custody.

“We need to go to the international stage to
seek justice-to shame our government into ac-
tion, to expose systemic racism that runs
throughout the justice system,” she said. “The
government and the prison had a duty of care to
keep David safe, with people who were trained
properly to keep him alive. The system failed,
and David lost his life because of that failure.”
An inquest found that David Dungay, a diabetic,
died after being restrained and injected with a
sedative following his refusal to stop eating bis-
cuits in his cell.

His cries of “I can’t breathe” in the moments
leading up to his death have caused campaigners
to draw parallels with the case of African Amer-
ican man George Floyd, whose 2020 murder

sparked global Black Lives Matter protests. “We
hope that this complaint will shine a global spot-
light on the incarceration crisis facing First Na-
tions people in Australia,” said Indigenous
academic Larissa Behrendt, who helped prepare
the complaint.

The lawyers will argue that Australia failed to
meet its human rights obligations under interna-
tional law. The Attorney-General’s office did not
immediately respond to a request for comment.
More than 450 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
landers have died in Australian custody since
1991, when a top-level inquiry recommended a
series of sweeping reforms.

Lawyer Jennifer Robinson said the govern-
ment had failed to implement recommendations
that would have prevented deaths. “As a result...
the rate of First Nations deaths in custody re-
mains unacceptably high, with at least five deaths
already in 2021,” she said. “This has to change.”
The 1991 inquiry found Indigenous people were
more likely to die in custody because of their
“grossly disproportionate” over-representation in
detention, a situation that has only worsened over
the past three decades. Indigenous Australians
now make up roughly 29 percent of adult prison-
ers-despite comprising just three percent of the
total population, official statistics show. —AFP
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SYDNEY: Leetona Dungay, the mother of David Dungay Jr, speaks during a press conference at NSW Par-
liament in Sydney. —AAP

Sri Lanka probes
possible oil slick 
off sinking ship
COLOMBO:  Sri Lanka announced an investi-
gation yesterday into a possible oil slick re-
ported off its west coast where a container ship
is submerged after burning for 13 days. Coast
Conservation Minister Nalaka Godahewa said
local experts were asked to examine an oil
patch of about 0.35 square kilometers (0.13
square miles) where MV X-Press Pearl ran
aground earlier this month. “I visited the area
by boat yesterday and what we noticed was a
thin film of oil which looked like diesel,” Goda-
hewa told reporters in Colombo. “It did not look
like bunker oil, but we have asked our experts
to examine.”

The X-Press Pearl reported an onboard acid
leak and caught fire just as it was due to enter
the Colombo harbor on May 20. The fire was
put out after 13 days, but the vessel’s stern hit
the bottom of the shallow sea when a tug at-
tempted to move it to deeper waters. Authori-
ties are bracing for a possible oil spill from the
submerged wreck or almost 300 tons of bunker
oil thought to be still in its fuel tanks.

The owners of the vessel have already de-
ployed representatives from the International
Tankers Owners Pollution Federation (ITOPF)

and Oil Spill Response (OSR) to monitor any oil
spill and help with the clean up of beaches. Go-
dahewa said five vessels, including two Indian
Coast Guard ships equipped to deal with oil
spills, were anchored around the sinking vessel,
but none reported a leakage from the submerged
wreck. Tons of micro plastic granules from the

ship swamped an 80-kilometre (50-mile) stretch
of beach declared off-limits for residents. Fishing
in the area has been banned. Sri Lankan environ-
mentalists last week sued the government and the
ship’s operators for allegedly failing to prevent
what they called the “worst marine disaster” in
the country’s history. —AFP

Eleven dead 
in Mumbai
building collapse
MUMBAI: At least 11 people, including
eight children, were killed when heavy
monsoon rains caused a residential build-
ing to collapse in a Mumbai slum, Indian
authorities said yesterday. Mumbai city
authorities confirmed that seven other
residents were injured in the incident late
Wednesday even as search and rescue
operations continued for several others
feared missing. Residents have been
evacuated from nearby structures consid-
ered to be in a dangerous condition. Of
the injured, six were in stable condition,
with one 30-year-old woman admitted to
hospital in critical condition.

“Three persons are still suspected to
be trapped and the search operation is on
to find them,” Prabhat Rahangdale from
the Mumbai city authority told the Indian
Express daily. Collapses of poorly con-
structed buildings are common during the
monsoon, which officially hit India’s finan-
cial capital on Wednesday bringing wide-
spread flooding and traffic chaos. —AFP

NEGOMBO, Sri Lanka: UK-based Oil Spill Response experts look for pollutants from the Singapore-
registered container ship MV X-Press Pearl, at Sarakkuwa beach, north of Sri Lanka’s capital
Colombo yesterday. — AFP 


