
Regime shelling kills 
10 in northwest Syria
BEIRUT: Syrian regime shelling on the opposition-held Idlib en-
clave killed 10 people yesterday, one of the deadliest violations
of a 15-month-old ceasefire, a war monitor said. The incident
started with rocket fire near the village of Ablin, which lies around
25 kilometres (15 miles) southwest of the city of Idlib.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said three civilians,
including a man, a woman and her child, were killed in the shelling,
which occurred near the line separating regime forces from the
opposition-held enclave. A second attack killed seven people who
had gathered at the site of the first, said the monitor.

They were all members or affiliates of the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
alliance, a jihadist organisation that includes ex-members of
Syria’s former Al-Qaeda franchise, the Observatory said. The at-

tack was one of the deadliest since a March 2020 ceasefire, which
was brokered by the conflict’s main Russian and Turkish brokers
and has largely held since.

An HTS spokesman and an HTS media coordinator were
among the seven killed, added the Observatory, which has yet to
determine the other victims. An AFP correspondent in the area
saw the remains of a house destroyed by the rocket fire as well as
a charred vehicle parked outside. The bodies of several victims
were lined on the floor and covered with blankets.

HTS and its allies control around half of Idlib province as well
as slivers of territory in the neighbouring provinces of Aleppo,
Hama and Latakia. More than three million people live in the re-
gion, half of whom have been displaced from other parts of the
country.

Since the ceasefire deal, the Russian-backed regime has
stopped short of launching a fully-fledged land offensive to deliver
on its promise to reconquer the entire country. But violations of
the ceasefire are relatively frequent as government forces try to
maintain their stranglehold on the enclave. —AFP

YANGON: Twelve people were killed when a Myanmar military
plane carrying a senior monk and several donors to a religious
event crashed in a central region of the country, a junta
spokesman said yesterday. The plane, which was carrying six
crew and eight passengers, crashed shortly before it was due to
land in the city of Pyin Oo Lwin, spokesman Zaw Min Tun said
in a statement, blaming “bad weather”.

Footage broadcast by local media showed wreckage strewn
around the twisted body of a plane lying on open ground near
overhead pylons, and a small plume of smoke billowing upwards.
AFP was unable to verify the footage.  Emergency responders
were able to rescue a boy and a sergeant from the plane’s crew,
the statement said, adding they had been sent to a nearby mili-
tary hospital for treatment. Kavisara, a prominent monk from the
Zay Kone monastery near the capital Naypyidaw, and seven

donors had been on board, travelling to Pyin Oo Lwin to open a
religious event, it said. Pyin Oo Lwin is home to the Defence
Services Academy, where the military’s top brass are trained.
Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing is a graduate.

He visited the monastery and paid homage to its chief monk
on February 2, state media reported, a day after ousting civilian
leader Aung San Suu Kyi from power in a coup. Myanmar has
been in turmoil since, with mass protests convulsing daily life
and sending its economy spiralling. The country’s Buddhist
monkhood led an earlier struggle against military rule but is split
on the coup that ended the country’s nascent democracy, with
some prominent religious leaders defending the new junta.

The military has sought to quell mass anti-coup protests with
bloody crackdowns that have killed more than 800 civilians, ac-
cording to a local monitoring group. This has prompted civilians

in some townships to form “defence forces”, while some of
Myanmar’s ethnic rebel armies have stepped up offensives
against the military. 

Last month, the Kachin Independence Army-an ethnic rebel
group that has waged a decades-long insurgency against the
military-downed an army helicopter during fierce clashes.
Plane crashes are common in Myanmar, which has an under-
developed aviation sector, and the country’s monsoon season
has caused problems for commercial and military flights in the
past. A military plane crashed into the Andaman Sea in 2017,
killing all 122 people on board in one of the deadliest aviation
accidents in the country’s history. Authorities blamed bad
weather.  And in 2015, an Air Bagan passenger plane veered off
the runway amid bad weather and heavy rain. A passenger and
a person on the ground were killed. — AFP
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Twelve killed in Myanmar 
military plane crash

Emergency responders rescue boy and a sergeant from the plane’s crew

JABAL AL-ZAWIYA: Syrian man mourns over the body of a victim killed in reported bombardment by government forces on the village of Iblin in the Jabal
Al-Zawiya region in Syria’s rebel-held northwestern Idlib province, yesterday. — AFP

Child survivor of 
Italy’s cable car 
crash leaves hospital
ROME: The sole survivor of a deadly cable car crash in
Italy was released from hospital yesterday, health authori-
ties said, noting that the five-year-old’s condition was
“much improved”. Fourteen people, including Eitan’s Israeli
parents, younger brother and great-grandparents, were
killed in the May 24 accident after a cable snapped on the
aerial tram bringing weekend visitors to the top of the
Piedmont region’s Mottarone mountain.

“Early this morning Eitan was discharged from the Isola
Margherita ward of the Regina Margherita hospital,” said
the Turin children’s hospital in a statement. The child —
who had suffered from severe chest and abdomen injuries
— returned home to Pavia, south of Milan, with his aunt,
the hospital said.

“His condition is much improved now,” said the state-
ment, adding that a full recovery would take 60 days.
The cable car accident, which came at the start of Italy’s
much-anticipated reopening to tourists after coronavirus
closures, was the country’s worst in over two decades. It
remains unclear why the pull cable snapped just before
the car reached the summit on the 20-minute trip up the
mountain.

Investigations have revealed, however, that emergency
brakes that could have prevented the tragedy by stopping
the car on its supporting cable had been deactivated. Be-
cause the brake was not activated, the car flew backwards
and crashed to the ground, sliding down the mountain be-
fore coming to a stop. 

Police arrested the owner of the cable car operating
company and a technical director, but released them soon
thereafter pending an investigation. The company’s chief
technician, however, remains under house arrest. He has ad-
mitted to disabling the brake system because of recurring
malfunctions, according to the chief prosecutor.

Eitan, who was airlifted in critical condition to the hos-
pital after the accident, spent a week in intensive care with
his aunt at his bedside.  — AFP


