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Krejcikova ousts Gauff to reach first 
Grand Slam semi-final at French Open

PARIS: Unseeded Barbora Krejcikova of 
the Czech Republic reached her first 
Grand Slam semi-final at the French Open 
yesterday as she beat 17-year-old Coco 
Gauff 7-6 (8/6), 6-3. The 33rd-ranked 
Krejcikova saved five set points in the 
opening set and finished off Gauff, the 24th 
seed, on her sixth match point to set up a 
clash with reigning champion Iga Swiatek 
or Maria Sakkari for a spot in the final. 

Krejcikova, who is also through to the 
last four of the women’s doubles with 
Katerina Siniakova, claimed her 10th 
successive win on the tour having 
arrived in Paris on the back of a maiden 
singles title in Strasbourg. 

“I’m here and I’m in the semi-finals, 
and I never really imagined I’d be stand-
ing here one day on this court, especially 
in singles, and being able to win,” said 
Krejcikova, a 2018 Roland Garros dou-
bles champion. “Already for me this is 
something I’d never dreamed of.” 

Krejcikova recovered from a rocky 
start, falling 3-0 and 5-3 behind against 
Gauff, the youngest Grand Slam quarter-
finalist since 2006. But the Czech saved 
a set point on the Gauff serve in the 
ninth game, and fought off two more at 
5-6 to secure a vital hold and force a tie-
break. Two superb forehand winners 
snuffed out another two set points for 
Gauff, as Krejcikova won the last four 
points of the tie-break to clinch the first 
set after 70 minutes. 

“I think it was very important. I was 
down all the time. I just had to go for 
every point and every ball and just enjoy 
it. I just made it somehow,” said 
Krejcikova, battling nerves of her own 

after racing 5-0 ahead in the second set. 
“In the second set I started really well 
and I was leading. I got a little bit tight.” 

Gauff saved five match points but 
eventually fell short, ending her run after 
becoming the youngest American 
woman to make the last eight in Paris 
since Jennifer Capriati in 1993. “She’s 
incredible,” said Krejcikova, 25. “She’s 17 
years old. When I was 17 I played ITFs, I 
played 15Ks. I just told her to keep 
going, and her time’s going to come.” 

 
Medvedev out 

Daniil Medvedev’s French Open cam-
paign came to an end on Tuesday with 
an ill-judged underarm serve on match 
point followed by an impassioned out-
burst over his eagerly-awaited show-
down with Stefanos Tsitsipas being 
played inside an empty stadium. 

The colorful world number two was 
beaten 6-3, 7-6 (7/3), 7-5 by Greek fifth 
seed Tsitsipas who will face Germany’s 
Alexander Zverev for a place in Sunday’s 
final. It was only Tsitsipas’s second win 
over Medvedev in eight meetings and it 
ended in bizarre fashion. The mercurial 
Russian decided to serve underarm on 
match point down. 

But as he approached the net, hoping 
to finish the point with a volley, Tsitsipas 
merely fired a backhand winner beyond 
him. “I was thinking about this during the 
whole match, like that maybe in the 
important point I could do it because my 
opinion was that he was quite far back in 
the court, so that can always work,” 
explained the 25-year-old. 

“I didn’t see the opportunity before 

but I thought it’s going to be a good 
choice to bring him surprise. I some-
times do it on practice. Usually guys 
are a bit surprised. But it didn’t work 
out at all. I won’t say it was a mistake. It 
was something that I dared to do and 
maybe next time I won’t do it knowing 
that he’s ready.” 

Tsitsipas had his own description for 
the ploy which backfired so badly for his 
opponent. “A very millennial shot,” said 
the Greek, who also made the semi-finals 
in Paris last year where he was beaten by 
Novak Djokovic. “I saw he kind of 
stopped. I felt like there was something 
coming up, so at that point I think I got 
prepared for it.” 

Medvedev had never won a match at 
Roland Garros in four attempts before 
this year. So winning four matches in 
one visit was progress even if he was 
dismayed that his match was selected 
for the penultimate evening session. It 
was played inside an empty Court 
Philippe Chatrier as spectators were 
banned under a 9pm COVID-19 curfew. 
This year’s French Open is staging 
evening sessions for the first time under 
a broadcast agreement with streaming 
giant Amazon. 

“It was without a doubt the match of 
the day but Roland Garros preferred 
Amazon to people,” said Medvedev. He 
compared the situation to the Formula 
One world championship when the 2020 
Australian Grand Prix was set to take 
place in Melbourne even though there 
had been a Covid-19 outbreak in the pad-
dock. The race was eventually cancelled. 

“Yesterday I started the third season 

of (Netflix documentary series) ‘Drive to 
Survive’ and there’s an episode called 
‘Cash Is King’,” added Medvedev. “They 
were in Australia ready to race, and they 
asked Lewis Hamilton what he thinks 
about racing in the conditions the world 
was in right now, and he said, I don’t 
know what we are doing here. And so 
they asked him, Why do you think they 
make you race? And he said, ‘Cash is 

King.’ It was the same here.” 
Tsitsipas now has the most wins on 

the ATP tour this season (38) and won 
clay court titles at Monte Carlo and 
Lyon. He will be playing in a third suc-
cessive Grand Slam semi-final . 
Medvedev, the 2019 US Open runner-
up and this year’s Australian Open 
finalist, suffered his first quarter-final 
loss at a major. — AFP

PARIS: Czech Republic’s Barbora Krejcikova celebrates after winning against Coco 
Gauff of the US during their women’s singles quarter-final tennis match on Day 11 of 
The Roland Garros 2021 French Open tennis tournament in Paris yesterday.  —  AFP


